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All DAF (messages received for transmission must be written on the Message Blanks provided ts this Company fo ee 
Ong brinted thereon, and on the back hereof, which conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following m lore h 


| mo. ¥. THOS, T. ECKERT. President and General Manager. 


TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO CREAT 

ugg with FIVE ANGLO-AMERICAN 4y> ONE DIRECT U.(\S 
DIMECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY ARQ 

10} ECTION wits CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO ano CENTRAB* 
SACES SENT TO,. py ok FROM, ALL PARTS OF 


OFPFIOCHS IN AMERICA: _. 
All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connections 


: maceatiacliamhetactune IN GREAT BRITAIN : 
DON: LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 
No. 21 Royal Exchange, E. C. CLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 
No. 109 Fenchurch ote E.C. BRISTOL: Backhall Chambers. 
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hy </ Received 11.45.A.M-. 


Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

fas very busy; so dictated cable reply to newspaper 
asking information placing money disposal Delgado by direct- 
ing substance of despatch to you to be sent as latest infor- 
mation in my possession. Did not think of regulation 396 
and now doubtful if it applies. Matter was private and not 
political. | 


ale em 


Biddle. 


U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


6th 


PARTMENT of STAT 


l- Buclosure. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamiary 6th,1897. 


Homorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washiaucton,D.C. 


With reference to previous despatches relative to tke 


ease of OSCAR CHSPEDES,a citizen of the United States,imprison- 


ed at the San Severino fort a“ Matamzas,I beg to enclose here~ 
with a copy-tramslation of a communication received from the 
Acting Captain General acceding to my request that CESPEDES be ~™ 
transferred to the Cabatas fort of this capital,where his fa- 


mily resides. 
Your obedient servgnt, 


Co RG " 


One enclosure: Acting Captain General to Mr.Lee,Jan.5,1897. 
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Enclosure No, 
1 Ese 
‘With Despatch No. 
HA Bw , January 6, 1897. 
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TRANSLATION, es, 
ARMY OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA, CAPTAINCY GENERAL. ‘STAFF,. 


mir 

I have received your communication of the 29th ultimo in 
which,as a special grace and considering. the bad state of | 
health of Oscar Cespedesya citigen,;of the United States im- 
prisoned and under indictment at Matangas,you ask,at the re- 
quest of the prisoner's family, that he be transferred to fort 
Cabafla because his said family) resides: inothis capital. 

‘The transfer of prisoners subject to indictment procee-~- 
dings (sumariados) is attended with dangers and inconveniences 


which it is best to avoid,limiting the cases of transfer to 


these absolutely necessary,in harmony with the general princi- 
ples of the Law of procedure,and this necessity is not legally 
justified in the present case; it being also a requirement of | 
the said Law that the accused should remain in the place where 
his cause is being instituted for the sake of brevity,con- 
sidering that the proofs and witnesses to be examined are in 
the same place,as occurs in the present case, 
etwithetandiag these considerations,as my wish is to 
defer to your desires,it affords me pleasure to grant your 


request,taking no notice of these inconveniences,and I wiil;- 


| ns 
therefore,order to-day that the said Oscar Cespedes be trans- 


ferred immediately to the said fort and that the proceedings. 


in his case continue in this capital,as I am persuaded that 


you will duly appreciate this determination as a special case 


due to the high consideration which you deserve,,not to be, -*> 


therefore,held as a precedent hereafter for analogous petitions 
Goa guard you many years,Habana,Jany.5,1897, 


Signed: El Marques de Ahumada, 
Acting Captain General, 


To the Consul dbinewus of the United States. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 6th,1897. 


“R lative to Dr.William Shaw Bowen, correspondent 


the “New York World". 


len: 


2 Enclosures, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 
HABANA, Jamary 6th,1897. 
Honorable William he toast, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 

Havime been informed that the correspondent of the "New 
York World",Dr.William Shaw siciian, al been permitted to ake 
the Cabatas fort,and that he had held interviews through the 
bars of their cells with several American prisoners ( a pri- | 
vilege denied to me) I addressed a communication on the subject 

| = 
to the Gemeral in command of the fort,om the 2nd Instant, rox 
ceiving his reply on the sane day. I beg to enclose for the : 
information of the Department copies and translations of both 


communications referred to. 


I am,Sir your 


2 Enclosures: 


No.1.Mr.Lee to General Garrich,Jan,2,1597, 


No.2 General Garrich to Mr.Lee,Jan.2,1897. 


z Enclosure NO. 1. 
With Despatch’ tio (2685. 
HABANA , Janz6,1807) 99". 
ale nnn Re 
U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
‘HABANA, Jan. @,1897. 


To His’ Excellency the General in Comiand Of the fort Cabafie.” 
Excelitency: * Leone? 


World”, Dr .WiTiian Shaw Bowen, hes been permitted to enter the, 
fort: unier your worthy charge,and that he has held interviews — 
throuzh the bars of their respective cells with the American. — 
prisotiers’ there. If such report is true I beg you to please 
tell me why privileges are granted to an American journalist, 
which are denieé to the Consul General of the United States. 
T am,ete, . etc. 
(Signed) Fitzhugh Lee, 
Constl gereral. 


: ‘Enc losure No.®. 


With Despatch No.285y cowerya©) 
H A®A N&., Jamary 6th,1897. 


TRANSLATION. 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF THE FORTRESS CABARA, 


Kay 
ret ee 
. ae 
et dial 
"tT 


a beg to acknowledge the receipt of your courteous note 
of to-day inquiring whether the correspondent of the "New York 
World" has been pernt ttee to enter this fortseee and hold an 
interview with the prisoners ‘through the ‘bars of their res 
pective cells} and in answer I have the honor to inform vou 
that m such privilege has been granted to the Said person, 
who with the proper antharisation has only spoken to the Ameri- 
can prisoners at the advanced guard room (avanzadilla),outside 
of the fortress on the rivet December last; and I can also 
assure you that according to information received from the 
prisoners themselves, the said correspondent has not entered 
this fortress,not even in disguise, 

God guard you many years. Habana, Fort Cabana, Jan.2,1897 
(Signed) Jorge Garrich. 


To the Comsul General of the United States. 
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Jamary 6th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


: 
; 
: 
y 
Z 


CASE OF GASPAR A,BETANCOURT, 


i enblosure. 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 6th,1897. 


a 


Honorable Willian W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

With reference to my despatch mumber 276 of the 30th De- 
cember last,relative to the arrest of the American citizen,Dr. 
GASPAR A.BETANCOURT,I nave the honor to enclose a copy-trans- 
lation of a communication received from the Captain and Govern- 


or @eneral of this Islanf@,in snswer to mine invoking in behalf 


of Dr.Betancourt the rights to which he is entitled under the 


Treaty of 1795 and Protocol of bau Jamary,1877, between the 
United Stxtes and Spein,and also that the question be solved 
by expelling from this Island the ae American citizen. 

that 
It will be observed that the Captain General states there beige 
sufficient reasons for the proper courts to take cognizance of 
Betancourt's case the proceedings have been referred to the 
ordinary civil courts of justice,considering his condition of 

a@n American citizen, 


I amn,Sir,your obpthen! 3c 


One enclosure, 


Enclosure No.l. 


With Despatch No. 286. 


Muted os : January 6th, 1897. ! 


Translation. 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


Im answer to your courteous notes of the 28th and 31st 


ultimo and 4th instant,relative to the American citizen Mr. 


GASPAR A.BETANCOURT,I have the honor io inform you, that in 
view of the reports received .: this Govermment and of gubecr- 
native proceedings having been initiated against him and others 
on the charge of 89) iON, ant resulting from the said proceecd- 
ings that there are sufficient reaso Bs for the proper courts 
to take cocnizance of the same,said proceedings have been re- 
ferred,as regards Betancourt , to the ordinary courts of justice, 
consildéringe his ieuitbio’ of @ ‘Veena of the United States. 
G6d cuard You many. years. Habana, Jamary 51897. 


(Signed) Valeriano Weyler. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 
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New York, January 8th, 189.7.” 
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Hone William W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 
sir? 
I have tlhe honor to inform the Department 
that, under leave of absence granted me by Consul Gener- 
al Lee, according to paragraph 442 of Consular Regula- 


tions, I arrived on the 6th inst., from Havana, and my 


address in this city is No. 148 West 64th Street. 
I am, Sir; 
Very respectfully, 


Your obedient se 


Bre Tevecram Receive 
IAN. 8 1897 el 
9, 2m 


Zor $ 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL, og L 
HABANA, January 9th,1897. om { 


Wag’ 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Answering instruction mumber 187 of Dec.16th, 1896, 


relative to Charkes Jackson, 


+ 


One enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 9th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhil}, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.¢. 


In answer to the fod Bases bch i instruction manber 187 of 
the 18th December last enclosing a copy of a letter from J.S. 
Ostrander,Mayor of Riehmond,Indiana,relative to CHARLES JACKSON, 
I beg to transmit herewith a translation of a communication 


received from the Governor and Captain General of this Island 


im answer to one from me,stating that there is no such f per- 


som imprisoned at the Morro Castle of this city. 


I an,Sir, oe A, 


rage oe 
f 
Yo 


Lie 


Ff 
Se LIE, 
L r 
Jongul G@neyal. 


The Governor General to Mr.Lee,Jan.6,1897. 


One enclosure: 


Enclosure No.l. 


ed 


With Despatch No.287. 
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HAB AWA’, Jamary 9tr, 7697. 
TRANSLATION, 


ARMY OF THB ISLAND.OF CUBA, GAPTAINCVY GRNERAN. 


I have the honor to inform you in answer to your note 
of the 4th instant that at Morro castle there is no citizen of 
the United States named Charles Jackson, to whom vou refer in 
your: said note. 

God guard you many years. Habana 6 Jan.16897. 


(Signed) Valeriano Weyler. 


Sr.Consul Gral.é@e los Estados Unidos, 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, J annary 9th,1897, 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Transmitting protest of ARTURO AVERHOBF,an American citi-~ 


Zen. 


1 Buclosure. 
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JAN 25 1897 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 9th, 1897. ; 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, oe 
Assistant Secretary of State, . 


Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a protest 
on Tile at this office from Mr.Arturo Averhoff,an American 
citizen owner of the “Esmeralda” plantation ,situated at Agua- 
cate,in this Island,against the Spanish Government for damages 


he has suffered in the said plantation eaused by Spanish sub- 


jects in revolt. 


I am,Sir, 


Enclosuré: Protest as stated. 


Emclosure No.l, 
With Despatch No.288. 
HABANA, Jan,9;1897, 
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COPY. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary. 7th, 1897. 


On this seventh day of Jamary,1897, before me,the under- 
Signed Consul General of the United States of America at Habana 
personally appeared Mr. ARTURO AVERHOFF,a resident of Aguacate, 
province of Habana,in this Island,who being duly sworn did ¢de- 
clare and state as follows: that he is a native of this Islane 
and a naturalized citizen of the United States since the year 
1884,that he is 354 years of age; and is registered in this 
Consulate General as such a citizen umder number 5512,in the 
year 1585,ane naturalized in New York on the 16th pyecember, 
1584,at the District Court of the United States for the South- 
ern District of New York} that since the year 1888 he owns the 
plantation "Esmeralda" situated at Aguacate,where he has re- 
sided ever Since; that on the evening of the 14th December, 
1896,at about mine o'clock his said plantation with all its ap- 
purtenances, mamely? a magnificent hotse of stone ané mortar and 
tiles with its furniture and all its contents,another large 
house, the sane as the above,all the houses of the tenants 
(colonos) of the plantation, as likewise all the cane, together 
with horses an@ mares which have disappeared,owing to the whole 
plantation having been set on fire by spanish subjects in re- 
volt. 

Wherefore the said appearer doth solemnly ane truly pro- 


test against the said outrages and considers himself entitled 


0 


a 


to claim an indemnity from the Spanish Government,which he 


estimates at Thirty five thousand dollars ,U.S.money,and in- 
terests thereon until time of payment,and doth hereby make 
formal demand and claim upon the said Spanish Govermment for 
the said amount of indemnity,and such other relief as may be 
accorded in the premises. 
(Signed) Arturo Averhoff, 
Suscribed and sworn to before me this 7th gay of 
Jamary,1897, 
Witness mv hand and the ‘seal of this Consulate General. 
(Signed) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and faithful copy 
of the original on file at this office, 
Habana, January 8th,1897. 
(Signed) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


No. 289 


Bis 
2 REC'D. © 


JAN 16 1897 
a 


Mr. LEE 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


Acknowledging receipt of instructions 


Qt oom 


——_——- —— el) ee we se ae oe aes ie 


Jamary 13.1897. 


and circular. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 13.1897. 


a 


Honorable vVilliam W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 
I have the honor to acknowledze the receipt of the 
Department's ins true tions, Nos .169 to 196 inclusive; also 


circular dated December 14th.1896. 


I am,Sir, 


You ome _ 
Hib 1D ALS 


Consul-General. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


= 


~ 


JAN 16 1897 HABANA, January 12,1597, 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Confirming telegrams. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 12,1897. 


a 


reoall 


Honorable William W.Rookna tt, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. . 
Sir: 
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the foliewing tele-~ 
grams: 
(January 6th) 
"Lee,Comsul General, Habana. 
"Your telegram to newspaper respecting Delgado 
"case must be inmadvertemce,violates statute and consular 
"reculations 396. Explain. Olmey". 
( Jamary 7th) 
"Lee, Consul Genoral, Habana. 
"Have yours about Delgado, mewspaper cespatch re- 
"sulation 396 umdioubtedly applies,violation thereof must 
"not be repeated. Oleer*, 


(Jamary 11th) 


"Lee, Consul General,Habana. 


_ Inquire amd report why Competitor acses are not pro- 


2» 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


"ceeded with. Rockhill". 


I am, Sir,your Patient GAT ress, 
, yr z eo aa 


Consul General. 


U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
BY 5 


JAN 16 1897 


Oo 
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Mr. LEE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Relative to the request of Mr.Elias Ponvert to grind. 


i am 


3 Enclosures. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 12th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


I have the honor to enclose copies of two communications 

, / sadressed to the Govermor and Captain General relative to a re- 
quest of Mr.Elias Pomvert,manager of the "Hormiguero Central 
Company",an American organization,for permission to grind the 

/ cane of the said estate; and also copy of the Captain General's 


J answer thereto to the effect that there is no prohibition to 


grind the burnt cane. 


I am,Sir,your obedle 


a ie 


3 Enclosures: 


od 


No.1. Mr.Lee to Governor General,Jan.7. 


No.2. Mr.Lee to Govermor General,Jan.&. — 


No.3. The Governor General to Mr,.Lee,Jan.8. 


Enclosure No. es ee 
9 With Despatch No. ad a 


HABANA, January 12th, 1697. 


U.S.CON SULATE GENERAL. 
; HABANA, January 7%h,1697, “ 
To His Excel lency the Governor Captain General of the Island 
of Cuba, - 
‘Excellency: 
I have the honor to énclose a copy of a letter re- 


ceived from Mr, Elias Ponvert, administrator of. thé “Hormiguero"- 


sugar estate’ near Cloufuegos, which I ask that. ‘you consider: as ae 


promptty, as. possible because., Similar statements have been ree: 
ceived from bther ‘Americans interested in the cultivation and 
grinding of ‘vider alt of vito are waiting cat knowing for. want 
of instructions’ how to. proceed, 

— quite sure you c@n readily understand the importance . 
of some definite procedure,as so many persons and such vast in- 
terests ate to be governed by such decision, , 

I consider the request made in the enclosed letter as oon 
reasonable under the circumstances, | 

he Administrator of this Large American Company simply de- 
sires to have the necessary instructtone issued,which will per- 
mit him to receive the coal,property of his Company,now al- 
ready loaded on cars or on board of a ship,now in port, also 
that no difficulties be put tothe works of VES Pree Puts OR. 

_ The Company whose great. interests are sO ¢losely involved 
are naturally. ank iousstor ascertain the policy of your govern= 
ment,so far as it affects their commercial interests on this 
Island, begging to be forwarded with an early reply I am, etc. 

‘(Bigned) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul Generad«. 


R- 


Enclosure No, 


With Despatch No. 2Gf 


HABAWNA-, January 12,1897, 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, January 8th, 1897, 
To His Excellency the Governor and Captain General 
of the Island of Cuba, 
Excellency: ; 

Yesterday I wrote to you in reference to the “"Hormi- 
guero" Central Company,an American organimation, stating their 
wish to be permitted to grind the cane on that estate, being 
well protected from outside interference. 

This morning I have the honor té. submit a copy of a let- 
ter of the Administrator ‘of the said estate Simply requesting 
that he be allowed to grind the burnt cane in order to pre- 
vent its total loss, a? 

I hope you may be able to see your Way clear to grant 
this pemmission and to instruct your proper officer in that 
section by telegraph to that effect, 

I am, etc, 
(Signed) Pitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General, 


Or a 


Enclosure No. ~ | 
With pespatch No. DGS. 
HABARA, January 12,1897, 
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TRANSLATION, 


ARMY OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA ; CAPTAINCY GENERAL. STAFF. 


In answer to your note dated to-day , requesting authoriza- 
tion for the "Hormiguero Central Company"to grind the burnt #)) 
cane in the sald estate pi have the pleasure th inform you that 
there is no prohibition to do so,thus far. 

God guard you many years. Habana,Jan.6,1897 


(Signed) Valeriano Weyler, 


To the Consul General of the United States, 
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U. $, CONSULATE GENERAL, 
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HABANA, Jamary 13,1897. 
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Answering instruction number 204 of the 6th instant, 


we 


relative to Messrs.E.Atkins and Company. 
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JAN 19 tor) 


Arwen Sag 
U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 13,1897. ~ « 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


oF Rr 


Answering instruction number 204 of the 6th instant, 


re 


relative to Messrs.E.Atkins and Company. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, J@muary 15,1597, 


Honorable Richard Olney, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C, 
Sir: 

Replying to your imstruction mumber 204 of the 6th taabact 
relating to the case of Messrs.E.Atkins and Company,!I write to 
say that in company with Mr.Atkins I held a conversation with 
Captain General Weyler om matters pertaining to the interest of 
the said firm, stating that permission for workmen to so to the 
estate had been denied by the General of the district who said 
to the mamager that he had orders from General Weyler to pre- 
vent grinding. 

Gemeral Weyler denied having issued such orders,advised a 
few days further delay,but stated to Mr.Atkins that he could do 
as he thought best. 

It appears. , therefore, that the Captain and Governor Gener 


al,for some reasOu,does not desire to go On record in qriting, 


either for prohibiting grinding or granti ny: POD 5: 4 for same . 
oon y, 


Ae Z 
I. cm, Sir, your/opre LAr se rsenty 
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Co sul @eneral. 
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bs : O' AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO GREAT BRITAIN. 

ines & avsoiwith FIVE ANGLO-AMERICAN 4n>c ONE DIRECT UV. S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 

~ DIREGT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. | 

ABLE CONNECTION with CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO ano CENTRAL Ano SOUTH AMERICA. 
-MESSACES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


OF FICHS IN AMERICA: 
All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connections. 


OFFICES IN GREAT BRITAIN : 


LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 
| Royal Exchange, E. C. GLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 
o9 Fenchyrc Streqt, E.C. ae BRISTOL: pypkhall Chambers. 
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Answering instruction number 198 of Jan,6th., 


: 


relative to MATT P.KERSEY, 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, ganuary 14,1897. 


Honorable William WrRockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of Btate, 
Washington,D.C, 
Sir: 

Replying to your instruction number 198, of thé 4th inst- 
ant,I have the honer to state that I am making every effort to 
ascertain the whereabouts and present condition of Matt ?. 
Kersey,and will report as soan as I] can g#t thé necessary tno 
formation. 

tT have addressed a letter of inquiry to the Governor Gener 
al in addition to other steps taken. 


I an, Bir,yo 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


\. 
HABANA,  d&nuary 14,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Answering instruction: number 200,of Jan,4th, relative to 


i» eae 


SALVADOR FERNANDEZ, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Ja@huary 14,1697, 


” 


Honorable William W,Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D,¢, 

Sir: 

Replying to instruction number 200,of the 4th instant, 
in reference to SALVADOR FERNANDEB,I have the honor to state 
that so far J have not been able to get any information on the 
subject,as there is no record in this office of such a person, 
or have I been able to ascertain that any such American citi- 
gen is confined at the Cabafias fortress, There is an American 
prisoner at said fort named Manuel Pernandez Chaqueilo,to whom 
references have been made previously,as being the person Who 
was tied to @harles Govin,when they were both captured by the 
spanish troops in July last, | 

I have addressed a letter of inquiry to the Governor 


General on the subject, et 


I am, 817, yom Gapetcent 
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Answering instruction n 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, #&nuary 14,1697, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Becretary of State, 
Washington, D.&, 
Sir: 

With reference to instruction number 201,of the 5th inst- 
ant,enclosing a copy of a letter from Mr.goseph C.Sibley,re- 
lative to the death of ®RARCE ATKINSON,I have the honor to 
state that I have recently wrftten a Tetter to Mr .G.W.Pearce 
Atkinson,father of _the gentleman referred to,giving him all the 
information I had on the subject, and stating that I would make 
every endeavor to ascertain the facts in the Case, 

Jt is difficult to get them,as you can readily pee¥Sas, on 


account of the War now going on fn this Esland. 
oe 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 14,1897, 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. | yt 


Answering instruction number 203,of Jan.6th.,relative to 


HENRY J.DELGADO, 
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U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 14,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.c. —_ 
Sir: 

With reference to instruction number 203 of the 6th inst- 
ant,relative to HENRY J.DELGADO,I have the honor to say that 
nothing can be done 1 looking towards his liberation at pre- 
sent,but that the papers showing his American nationality,etc., 
will be duly filed and acted upon at the proper time, 

DELGADO is very sick at present in the San Ambrosio hos- 
pital in this city. 

He was captured in a Cuban hospital,where he had gone for 
treatment, but, I am informed without arms in hand, 

A large abscess,which fermed in the lower portion of his 
abelgmell lanced and from it a large amount of pus was dis- 
charged, 

His condition is serious and critical,but I have at least 
succeeded in getting permission Wer De Sngeoes, the United 
States Sanitary Inspector, to visit him daily,hoping ‘that way to 
pet full and reltable accounts of his condition, : 

His friends have generously: sappiiéd him with money,and I 
am using it in such sum® as may be necessary at the time, to re- 
lieve his sufferings,and add to his comfort 


<a. Sa tae — 


I am, Sir, your Cbatident sepvant,— 
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Consu Gen¢ra . 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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Mr. LEE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Confirming telegram relative to RIGNEY,in answer to ins- 


truction number 205, of the 6th,January. 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA,  yatwary 14,1697, 
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Honorable Richard Olney, 
Becretary of State, 
Washington,D.c. 
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anstemt,.Z hail the honor to tramsmit to you yesterday the fol- 


lowing telegram, reading: 
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Washington. 
“Government has restored protection to Rigney 
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Which J now have the honor to confirm, 
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No. 298 . | | ja age ite 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Z 
BABANA+Samary 14,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Sentence of life imprisomment imposed on the Anerican 


citizen Mr. Louis Someil lan, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


| HABANA, Jamuary 14,1897. 


Homorable Willian W.Rockhill, 
Assistart Secretary of State, 
Washiagcton,D.Cc. 
Sir: 

To-day the Court condemmed the American citizen Mr.Louis 
Someillan to imprisomment for life, with chai ngand payment of 
costs of trial,and’ perpetual vigilance. sd | 

I am informed that am appeal will be taken to the Supreme / 
Court at Madrid, | | 

I attended Court in person upon two of the three days of 
his trial,and had the proceedings tramslated to me as they pro- 
gressed. There is mo evidence against this American citizen to 
juetify any sentence of this sort. 

The imposition of the sentence seemed to rest upom a gen- 


eral suspicion that he sympathized amd aided the rebellion. 


There was absolutely no proof that he was comnected in > 


any way with a telegram said to have been received here about 
the departure of a filibuster empeds tion from Florida,and upon 
this telegram the whole case seened to rest. 

the fiscal or prosecuting attorney,Mr.Vidal,declared that 
while the evidence might mot have been sufficient to convitt 
the prisomer,the glory pf Spain demanded that he should be 
punished on presumptions that his sympathies were enlisted 
against that country. 


I shall semi full proceedings of the case to the Depart- 


ment and would recommend that every effort be made to protect 


and shield this gentleman,who,in my opinion,has been improperly 


sentenced. | = Ve ‘ , Ge 


I an, Sir,your "IE. | Say 
Yak General. | 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 15,1897, 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Answering instruction mumber 19,of the 4th instant, rela- 


tive to RALPH D.PATNE. 


U. §. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, J@maery 15,1897. 


“ 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Replying to imstruction mumber 197,0f the 4th instant,I 


have the honor to state that mo definite information can be 


Yeon Oe aakal 


obtained regardimg RALPH D.PAINE,referred to im said iustruc- 


tion, I have addressed a letter of inquiry to the Governor and 


Captain General on the subject. 


I am,Sir,your obedient servant, 
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Parerpent Of 


No, 300 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


4 RECO nN HABANA, Jamary 15,1897. 
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Mr. LEE 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, Jamuary 15,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 

Reitetant Secretary of State, 

Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to repent that LOUIS LAY,an American ots 
tizen, whose arrest was @uly communicated:to the Department,has 
been released, This gent Leman was seized im a social club of 
Regla, tied and carried’ to the fort Cabafia., It has taken the 
authorities over two months to ascertain the fact that he has 
been guilty of no offense and violated no law. This whe con 
trary to the Protocol of the 12th Jamary,1877,and article 386 
of the Spanish Law of Criminal Procedure,ruling in Cuba and 
Porto Rico,which provides that "in case of the arrest of a per- 


“yy 
son accused, his first statement shall be taken withia 24 hours. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


REC'D. ‘C HABANA, Jdamiary 15,1897. 
iAN 19 1897 


2, tay 
deat di ati 
0g =e/ 


Sa 


Mr. LEE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Answering instruction mumber 200,in addition to my jre- 


vious despatch mumber 294,relative to SALVADOR FERNANDEZ. 


1 Enclosure. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, damary 15,1597. 


‘Honorable William W.Rockhil1, 
Assistant Secretary of Staite, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

As supplementary to my previous despatch mumber 294,an- 
swering the Department's instruction mmber 200, of the 4th inss- 
ant, relative to SALVADOR FERNANANDEZ,I beg to euciese a copy- 
translation of a communication received from the Captain Gener-~ 


al asking for the second surmame of Fernandez as there is a per- 


son of that name imprisoned at the Cabafia fort, but it is not 


known that he is an American citizen. There is mo record im 
this office of Salvador Fersandez,mor does his neme appear in 
the register of citizens of the United States kept by this Con- 
sulate General. 


I am,Sir,your obedio: set. — 
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The Governor and Captain General to Mr.Loe;Jan.14th.,1897. 
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son you refer to,in order to ascertain if he is the same one, — 
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not known that. he is an American citizen, 


guard you many years, Habana, Jan.14,1897, 


re 


‘Valeriano. Weyler. 
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To the Consul general ofthe United States, 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


I F.KERSEY. 


U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 15,1697. 


Homorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washiagton,D.Cc, 

Sir: 

As supplemeztary to my despatch mumber 293 of the 14th 
instant,I beg to enclose a copy~transiation of a communication 
received to-day from the Captain General in reference to Mr. 
MATT F.KERSEY. ye Peg 


Ss 
I am, Sir,your Oo * he =: y 5 OFX 


1 Enclosure: Copy referred to. 


Enclosure Nowl. 
git th Despatch No .302, | 
HABANA, Jamary 15)1897. 


ow ewe 


a 


4 
- 


TRANSLATION, aefe 


poe 


ARMY OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA, CAPTAINCY GENERAL. STAPF. 


In answer to your polite note of yesterday I take pleasure 
in informing you that there being mo record im this Gover ment 
of the American citizen Matt F.Kersey,I have aaaer this date : 
ordered the Military Authority of Hopi, to whose Division the 
town of Gibara belongs, to report in regard to the whereabouts 
or cotkdition of the sAld MGkivbes. ant 1 wilt have the plenskrs 
to transmit to you ine: rebalt’ o2” thie investigatioh. 

God guard you many ycars. Habama,Jan.15,1897. 
(Signed) Valerian Wayler. 


To the Consul Genoral of the United States, 
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Relative to sentehkce imposed on Mr. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 15,1897. 


w 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 


Im connection with the sentence imposed on Mr.LOUIS 
SOMEILLAN, subject of my previous despatch sumber 296, dated 
yesterday,I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation | 
of the first clause of said sentence »by which it will be seen 
that it is found sufficient cause to sentence a naturalized — 
American citizen upon the mere fact that he has changed ‘his 
flag. Im this case the gentleman in question became matural- — 
ized,mot during the present war but, fifteen years before the 
same broke out,since which time he has been the agent here 
of a New York tobacco as his ee 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 15,1697. AY 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Retative to Mr.RIGNEY of sugar estate TERESA , near 
Manzanillo. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Jamary 15,1897, 


a 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washi ngto Ay D . C * 


Sir: 


With reference to my despatch mmbecr 281 of the 3ist 


pecember last,enclosing copy of a communication addressed from 


ee 


this office to the Governor and Captain General,relative to 
sugar estate "Teresa" at Manzanillo,I now have the honor to 


traasmit herewith a copy-translation of a communication re- 


ceived to-day from the Captain General in answer thereto. 


I am,Sir,your 0} di eps syv 
2s ax 


feneral. 


1 Enclosure: 


The Captain General to Mr.Lee,Jan.1léth. 
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c instruction relative to FRAN J. 


Answering telegraphi 


LARRIEU, under arrest at 


f “4 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 16,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 


In compliance with your telegraphie instruction of the 


14th instant directing me to report at omce present status 


Larrieu case,umder arrest at Cardenas,I beg to state that,in 
answer to a telegram from me,Mr.Hance,our Consul at said port, 
reports by telegraph as follows: 
"The case was transferred to the ordimary jurisdic- 
"tion on the 22nd of August. The judge of imstruction 
"referred the proceedings to the Superior Court (Audiencia) 
“of Matanzas in the middle of October. The Superior Court 
"of Matanzas again returned the proceedings to the judge 


"of instruction to amplify the testimony. This testimony 


"shall be forwarded to the Superior Court of Matanzas 
“within a few days. There are no proofs sufficient to 
"convict him (Larrieu) and I expect that he will be soon 


"released, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 16,1897. “se 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Acknowledging receipt of telegram relative to FRAM J. 
LARRIEU, ESTEBAN VENERO, JOSE GONZALEZ and GASPAR A.BETANCOURT. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jemary 16,1897, 


ww 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegram from 


° 
you reading: + saan 


“ per ® ash . ( Ja ne 1 5 ) 


wl 


"Lee, Consul ns ree 
"In the cases of Prank J. Larrieu, Esteban Venero, Jose 

"Gonzalez and Gaspar A.Betancourt iasist that charges be 
. "immediately cormunicated to you or men be released. 
x - 

7 Rockhill", 

Im compliance therewith I addressed at once a communication 
to the Governor and Captain General am as SOOR 45 aR answer is 


received I will transmit it to you. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jemiary 16,1897, 


wv 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


ap ; the 1 PES oe? z neo mio WORE LS PEP oy 
s ’ ea ) rc oe ee Sater RA DIMEN ARLE SOE I SA * 


Washington, ).C. 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegram from 


you readingt-+ 4 
ee (Jan.15) 
"Lee,Comsul General, Habana. 
"In the cases of Frank J.Larrieu,Esteban Venero, Jose 
"Gornzalez and ‘Gaspar A.Betancourt ilasist that charges be 
"immediately communicated to you or men be released, 
: Rockhill", 
Im compliance therewith I addressed at once a communication 
to the Governor and Captain General ani as SOOR 45 an answer is 


oo ee : a 
Aa 


I ste ate youre) bedient servant, 


Au PALL. 
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received I will transmit it to you. 
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No, 27 «. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
& RECT. >» 


JAN 19 1897. HABANA, J@muary 16,1897, 
o) May | 
Qa 


Mr. LEE 


THE 


So 
Porwardimg a "General Accoumt of the campaign issued by 


\ 
\ 


Spanish Colonial Ministry. 


One enclosure. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


~ 
HABANA, Jamary 16,1897. 


Honorable Wliliam W.Rockhiill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C, 


I have the honor to transmit herewith the "@eneral 
Account of the CHRIp: ign from the 4th Merch,1895, to the 32Qt! 
Jume,l®°96,by the Director of Fimance of the Spanish Ministry 


of the Colonies (Ultramar) ". 


obedé@ent servant, 
- / 


1 Enclosure as stated. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
IAN 91 1897 HABANA, January 16,1897, 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Acknowledgement of instructions, 


HABANA, January 16,1897. 


Honorable William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 


Washington,D.C, 


receipt ef the De- 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamuary 16.1897. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Returning certain corresponfience Délonging to the Department 


, 


of State. 


eB eee 


Pour enclostres. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
wARANA. Jamuary 18.1897. 
Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washi neton. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to return herewith Dep tii cor- 
respondence belonging to the Department and loaned to me 
during my recent vedi to Washington. 

I am,Sir, 


=4¢ . 


Enclosures: - 


% 


Liled. 1.My.Taylor to Mr. OLney, No.581,0ctober 24.1896. 
Sd + 


2.Mr.Lee to the Dept.of State, No.196,0ctober 27.1896. 


*..Mr.Taylor to Mr.Olney,No.589,0ctober 29,1896. 


ae to Mr.Springer,no number, November 14.1696. 
ee re 


No.5 CABLE MESSAGE. 
THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED 


All CABLE MESSAGES received for transmission must be written on the aco Blanks provided by this Company for that purpose, under and subject to 
, conditions printed thereon, and on the back hereof, which conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


THOS, T. ECKERT, President and General Manager. 


TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO GREAT BRITAIN. 
ONNECTS a.so wits FIVE ANCLO-AMERICAN (n> ONE DIRECT U.S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 
DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH GERMANY AND FRANCE. 
ABLE CONNECTION wits CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO ano CENTRAL ano SOUTH AMERICA. 
MESSAGES SENT TO, AKD RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


2 OFFICES IN AMERIca: 
All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph | Company and its Connections. 


a oe 
or 17, 


OFFICES IN GREAT BRITAIN : 


LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 


INDON: : 
No. 21 Royal Exchange, E. C. CLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 
No. 109 Fenchurch Street, E.c. ~~ BRISTOL: Backhal!l Chambers. 


NT BY De - REC'D BY No. OF WORDS. | 
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Acknowledging receipt of a telegran. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following tele- 
gram recived to-day: 


"Lee,Consul General,Habana. 


"Cable reply to Department's instructions by cable ele- 


"“venth, fourteenth and fifteenth Jamary. 


l/ 
(Signed) Rockhill . 


I an, Sir,y9 Se am Ba V BX. 
ADB 2 7 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. * 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, i /Jamary 19.1897. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
| Washington. 
Sirt+ | 
I beg to confirm the following telegrams: - 
Jan/14.1897. 
"Secretary of State,Washington. 
"Someillan sentenced to life imprisomment with chains. 


"An appeal will be taken. (signed) Lee" 


es a 


Jan.15.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 
"Louis Lay, American citizen,arrested at club in 
“Regla,confined Fort Cabafias 2 months,has been 
"released. (signed) Lee." 


Jan,19.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 
"Mrs . Eva Adan Rodriguez, American citizen,arrested 
"Puerto Principe. Charges unknown. (s'g'd. Lee." 


I AM, Sir, 


S kadinad 


wie CABLE MESSAGE. 
THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED su 


i CABLE MESSAGES received for transmission must be written on the Message Blanks provided by this Company for that purpose, under and subject te 
~nditions printed thereon, and on the back hereof, which conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


THOS. T. ECKERT. President and General Manager. 


TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO CREAT BRITAIN. 

ONNECTS atso with FIVE ANCLO-AMERICAN “no ONE DIRECT U.S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 
DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. . 

ABLE CONNECTION with CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO 4no CENTRAL 4no SOUTH AMERICA. 

MESSACES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


OF FICHS IN AMERICA. : 


All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connections. (op | 


OFPBEICEHES IN GREAT BRITAIN : 


LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 
Royal Exchange, E.C. CLASCOW: ordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 
nant ee BRISTOL: Chambers. 
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HABANA,  $Jamary 20,1697. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Relative to the case of ANTONIO SUAREZ 
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1 Enclosure. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 20,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant secretary of State, 
Washi nzton,D. C, 
Sir: 

With reference to previous correspondence relative to the 
case of the American citigen,ANTONIO SUAREZ DEL VILLAR,arrested 
at cienfuegos,on September 6th,1696,charged with purchasing ; 
and concealing arms and ammani Sion, and who is now at the Cien- 
fuegos jail mane trial. before the civil courts,to which 
jurtedietion ‘his case was transferred at the request of this 
Consulate General,I now beg to enclose a copy of a letter from 
Mr .Suarez del Villar complaining against the delay in the pro- 
ceedings. 

I respectfully sugaest that Mr .Mac ‘wees Gapeul at 
said place,be instructed as you may deen 


/ 
nection with the said case. 


2 
I sate a Or 


Ome enclosure: Copy of letter referred to. 


Enclosure “‘No,1. P 
With Despatch No. 312. 
HABANA, January 20th, 2697. 


tate tak C0 ils tele ete en dia wai in a cain ch ep te ns i i 


Copy. 
Cienfuegos, Jamary 16th,1897. 


Nes 


Fitzhugh Lee, &sq. 
U.§.Consul General, | 
Habana. 


Dear Sir: 


I again address myself to you after reading your letter to 
the American Consul in: this city,Mr.Owen Mac Garr,written on 
the 5th of ‘this din ith, to say to you that the cause that the mi- 
litary jurisdiction delivered on the 23rd of pecember, 1896, to 
the court of justice was’ the first I had instructed on the 7th 
of. the same month of Decemberl896. 

What I pray you to obtain from me fromnthe Captain Gen- 
eral is an order to imhibit the cause that the lieutenant of 
the civil guard Lorenzo Gomez Andana formed on the 12th Doteber 
1896 and make it pass to the civil juriediction. _ 

This cause was initiated on the Same day,12 October,1896, 
and since then nothing has been done on this cause,although 
Lorenzo Gomez Andana stated to vice consul Dr.J.Casanova, who 
sent the despatch to Havana that this process woulda not pros~+ 
per on account of its insufficiency and that it was also dis- 
posed if my liberation was decréead by order of the judge of 
instruction this would not be an bbstacle for the order given 
by him to detain menas a prisoner having effect. These statem 

ments of Gormiez Andana& were communicated on the 12th of this 
ndnth to the Amemican consul tn this city,Mr.0wen Mac Garr. 


If what lieutenant Mr.Gomez Andana says my cause must be 


in Havana and in consequence my liberation must be decreed. 


Se 
If the judge that instructe this procoan thinks there is 
no cause for Stywhy an q apt a priaquert | | : 
I would be mach obliged ‘3 you would please attend te hie 


wut try to obtain from the superior authority ay immediate 
delivery. ) 


I think I must inform you that I have been made a prison- 
er solely on account of a man named Luis Estrada,who is a 
swindier and is in prison for this and other crimes he has com- 
mitted in this city. This Luis Estrada said while in rises for 
these crimes that he knew that I had been in conference with 


the insurgent leader Rego during the month of Jamary or FPeb- 


ruary 1896. 
And this accusation of a criminal was enough for the au- 
thevities to give an order of imprisomment against me. 
I address myself directly to you on account of Mr .Mac 
Garr having told mé he im too occupied just now with other af- 
fairs and not wanting to molest him I write to you myself. 
I am,etc. 


(Signed) Antonio Suarez del Villar 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 20th, 1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 
I beg to confirm my telegram of this date reading: 
"Assistant Secretary of State, 
"Washington,D.C. 
"H.J.Delgado in hospital here died last night. Inform 
"W.E.D.Stokes 262 “west 72nd street,R.E.A.Dorr,Mail and 


Express,Greener Co.,Bankers,Broadway New York city. Re- 


"mains can be sent by Ward steamer to-morrow,if so desired, 


"but must be embalmed. Probable expense seven hundred dol- 
“lars. Ask parties reply promptly. "Lee." 


obed at. t. a ant, 


No. 314. 


Fra 


JAN 27 1897 Jamary 21,1897. 
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GENERAL. 


Mr. LEE 


Relative to the death of Harry J.Delgado,at the Sam 


Ambrosio hospital. 


ipenaiine 


2 Enclosures. 
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- U.S, CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, jamary 21,1697. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary @f State, 
Washington,D.C. 


Confirming my telegram of the 20th instant yin reference 
to Henry J.pelgado's death,I write to say that the said Ameri- 


can citigen died in the San Ambrosio hospital here on the night q 


of the 19th instant at about 8 p.m. 


After the operation of laming the abscess,which 2 


in the right half of the antes an gradually grew weake 2 BO 
appetite,and the last few days an exhaustive diarrhea,which was 
suspected of having communication with the original abscess. 

Having reeéived information that he was mich troubled at 
night by the moise ani lights around and above him,I addressed 
a communication to the Captain General,of which I enclose a 
copy. This commmnication,as you see, was dated on the 16th. To 
this I received no reply. Delgado dying three days after. 

I also enclose a copy of a letter from him to me which 
made it more imperative that I should syymy Jp relieve his si- 
tuation. Dr. Burgess, the U.8.Sanitary Inspector,was allowed to 
visit him,which he did daily,and administered to his necessi- 
ties, but his condition was such, oven when Dr. burgess first vi- 


sited him, that it was impossible to save | his life. , 
mm © 
- T an, Sir,your. op as , ers Wig a 


Pi 
phe 
fay ae sd bi 


hehe ee 
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2 Enclosures: iii ia to Governor general referred to. 


Copy of letter from Delgado. 


Enclosure Wo.l, With Despatch S14, abana, January Zl, 1897 


U,8,onsulate General ,Habana, 

, d@anuary 16th,1897, 

Po Ris Bxceliency the Governor and Gaptain General of the 
Bxceliencyt ee 

I am informed thet Worry 8 deigad, an rte citigen 
at present In the fan @mbrosio hospital, is im a very critical 
condition aud is véry anxious to be reméved to amother room, 
where he may not bé disturbed by the lights and moise at night. 
I am also inférmed that Dr AM. Burpess the U/S,8anitary Ins- 

pecter, ,has just visited him and that the hoépitel Surgeons“ 
have told him that there is no vacant room there, and werd it 
Gta Fras there would be no objection in Pemov ” ; Meigado to 
another room, 

In view thereof 2 have ‘te ask ¥.Ruwhether thére is any ob- 
fection in removing thie patfent to « room in some other ‘place, 
where he could avail himself of “the me@ical attendance of 
those of the hospital as also of that of ‘Dr Murgesss 

Phis Delgato must not be confdiinded with peteons of the 
same wane whe have bedn OF ard now in the ‘tneurrect fen, “*- 

He came 46 this Island as the corréspondent of the New: 
¥6rk “Mail and Bxpress*,was taken sick upon his arrival, did 
not carry thén nor has ever carried arms in his hands, and Was 
Obliged to go to a hospital to cure himself,where he was cap- 
tured and brought t@ this capital. 

4 an réeag To RSHMNE ENE PoPSORaT rewponstbdility to see 
that i¢ Delpatio 1iVée, and recovers sivfictentiy Tor hie case 
to be tried, thet Aw 18 sent to the ince ¥.Rimay designate 
while his cae proceéds Tor trial. 

} am induced to wake this request beaause this case has 
crused great interest Im the United gtates,his mother’s family 
being prominent in Broakiya, New York, | 

| Tam, etc, etc, 


(Signed) Fitghugh Lee,Consul gen. 


Enclosure No by © 
With Despatch No. 314, 


Habana, tikokee 21. 1397, 
Gepy;--- tc dy 


SAN AMBROSTO HOSPITAL, 
January Ld 1897, 


. 
e* 
ji 


Dear Gen ,Lee: - 

I have held on as long as I can, For 
If some. step is not taken soon I will die. 

The Doctor does-all he can, but the minute his back td 
turned the avtendants run things. +2 suit themselves. My food 


they bring cold, the milk they, drink and fill in with water. 


The minute they know one has money they Levy blackna!1 padi. 


reetiy;. af it. were ehh’, aad a fellow patient I peadty dont 
know what I would have done last night and. toda. I am very 
ill in my bowels,and he acts as my attendant. I cant get. 
hold of a regular one once in two hour, “Se 
Please make an effort to come and see me, 1 oe of you 
to come. You can force it, I am ina bad way. bee 
Please send by bearer the money Mr Green ane for me. 
If it has not arrived yet send me if you will ten dollars to 
partially satisfy these wolves. 
Remember I am not blaming the Doctor. It is the -atten- 
tion, : 
I am actually being killed from want of proper attention. 
Please excuse pencil, 
eqns nly,» 
(sfenea)” Harry J « Delgado. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


2 REOD. © 


ary 21,1897. 
JAN 27 1897 HABANA, JAMBAFY “5 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Enclosing a letter from Mr.Atkins,owner of the "Soledad" 


sugar estate. 


1 Enclosure. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamaru 22,1897. 


Honrable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
 - Washington,D.c. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter received 
from Mr.E.Atking,an American citizen owning large estates 
around Cienfuegos. His statement that while a orders have been 
issued prohibiting the grinding of sugar cane, yet subordinate 
officers have been instructed tonthrow such impediments in the 
way of grinding as practically SP confirmed by 
similar statements frommary othexrsz<— 


I em, Sir 


One enclosure: Copy of letter from Mr .Atkins. 


enclosure Mol. 
With Despatoh Worbas. 


abana, Sammaty 21.1807; ” 


Gliesiclin tik, wav dip sie: athe tek hewn ti nat Cain: tanh ip, tin Neus sts, blade edly: Medial ethan ste 


ee 


Yao. SOLDAD, Cienfuegos, 
gan.i7.1897, 
BP ivanugh foo mMsq., 
: ,B8,ftonsul Seneral,Hadana, 
Bir: - | 
fast n night J had a taik with Gen'l, Pin who has been re- ~ 
lieyed frem his Coumeng here by Gen "t@eyler. He told me he 


hal numerous despatches from Weyler ordering him not to pro- 
hibit grinding by any nétification but to impede it by such 
meansas arresting laborers,ciearing off cattile,cutting off 
Supplies by R.Rac. 
We zure now at work and it is ériubable we shall be troub- 


lsd by such things,so & write you in anticipation and will 
report by cable direct to yous i? these despatches are not. 
aliowet to-pass, thes the Soasyl here Will cable the fact with - 
purport of my message to the Dept .in Wesiington, Ponvert wilt : 
fellow the same courses ts e 

You will remenber the statement which Weyler maile to us a 
en Weds,last, that he had not prohibited grinding and that the a 
responsibility rested upon Hen?) Pin who He had now removed, ee 
the lutter is very indtgnant,and returns to Spain shortly via 
Habana, | 

Very truly yours, 
signed} B.H,Atkins, 
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Arrest of Mrs.EVA ADAN de RODRIGUEz at Puerto Principe. 
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Two Enclosures, 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 21.1897. 


Honorable William W, Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sirt- 
With reference to the telegram I had the honor to trans- 
mit to you on the 19th,instant,and which was confirmed in my 


previous despatch No,31l of the same day,relative to the ar- 


rest af Puerto Principe of Mrs,EVA ADAN de RODRIGUEZ,who 
claims American citigenship,I beg to enclose copy-transia- 


tions of a letter from her sister and a copy of a certifi- 


cate attached thereto, 


I have asked tthe Captain General to inform me of the 


Charges, 


‘I am,Sir, 


Enclosures: ~ 


1.Copy-translation of letter referred to. 


2.Copy of certificate attached to said letter. 


Enclesure ne@,1,. pps 


With Despatch Ne, 
HAVANA, January 20,1897, 
TRANSLATION. eet a ages 
Puerto Briicipe,dan.14,1697, 

Te the Qensul General of the maited Mates, 
Habana, 


- dear Sir: 


On Sunday, the lOth instant,at 2 Poth, Me Ardelen, agent 
of ‘pelice, appeared at my residence number 7 Weyer Btreey) and | 
after a courteous bew, intimated verbally the erder of imprisons: 


ment. ive by the Civil governor a this Frevinte against ay 
sister Mrs, Eva ‘Adan de Redriguom, wie: stated that she was ready 
te ebey at once, adding only that ‘she had te rewark, in order 
that the Geverner be informed ef the fact, and net Ag A threat /- 
but simple as a necessary and indispensable stop, that she was 
an American citigen as could be preved by the tertiftcate or 
preper decument, Which is annexed. teibhis: letters: ; 

Mr ,Ordefes answered that there was no necessity ef his” 
reading the decument referred t@, that he would netify the Gov~ 
erner ef the same,and that he had te limit himself te cemply 
with the erder ef cenducting her te the jail of the city and 

deliver her there,te which she obeyed, and it was se dene,” 

Netwithstanding the days that have elapsed,ne declaration 
‘have been taken frem my sister,ner has she been informed of 
the reasen ef her arrest in the jail ef this city. 

New,Mr,Censul,as there is ne representative ef the United 
States here,and as I censider the case serieus and urgent, and 

my sister cannet attend te it in dus Sere tren the “Yat where — 
she is incarcerated, f have, taken the Liberty te address you in 


her name, implering yeur immedi ate aid, and protection, because 


De 

although J am net an American bitigen, she has ne other persen tas 

mere clesely related té her in this eity than my S61f, and it is a 
very sad fer me te contemplate her, being @ Téay jtent ined day 
and night im a place exclusively dedicated te tenTine men, per- q 
verse or criminals,eapecially when f inéw pessitively yan the : 
said sister Lived with me, that she has never committed any 

crime er effencd Whatever,net even in the slightest manter., = 
} hepe you wi}l excuse any fault whigh may commit in addres- 
sing yeu ,due te my imexperience ih this Dipertect and nasty , 


narrative,which nevertheless I hepe will be satisfacterily 


attended te by yen, mntilddbaiming-the goed results which are = 


te be expected Been the worthy representatives it Ravana er 

the teen} a Merit nations, a 
ipatin shanks, Iie@ensul, for thts: very impertant i 

sérvice whith 4 Joma’ to obtain frem yeu threugh this letter, a 

you may command me at this house, Which is yeurs,Mayer street. 


number 7, 8te, <#@tes 


4Bigned} -Gefia Adan, 


% fi he ir roe re ae age * 8a : he er er ie “oc iO ae ye “ae "Yee wath ota me tag 
% whe TERE. rope “4 Sli 8 Vs (Re hE keh ee ge! OY, | 
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Enclosure No.2. 


With Despatch No,316, 


Habana, January 21 1897,” 
90 Bi SAG Sh ety “agi cor a ’ a ; melee 3A" ty Pst i 
copy * | | OFS see “the i. ne Reval 3 He , : 
“UNITED STATES of Auer ICA ib ad oe j 


STATE of NEW YORK,City and county “OF NEW YORK, 


, ri » . idx A ad ne, ae 
2 . | : : co Es 
"wy a) . 


That on the Seventeenth day of April in the year of Our Lora 
one thousand eight hundred and  eveaey 239s: EVA “ADAN p= 


peared in the Court of Common Pleas tor, the Gity and et ee 
4 of New York, (the said Court being a Court of Record, having : 
? common Law jurisdiction,and a ‘elerk: anti seal), andyapplied to. EB 
: the said Court to be admitted to become a Citizen of. the 3 
3 United States of America, pursuant to. the directions’ of the. : 4 
a several Acts of Congress of the United States of America. 3 
And the said applicant having thereupon produced to the. Court 
: Such proof, and having made sich declaration and renunciation, : 
and having taken such Othe as are, ‘by the said Acts required, ; 
IT was ordered by the nid Court that abd apn wan: m e4=- 
mitted to become a. 
| CITIZEN ef the WHITED STATES of AMERICA. ‘ 


And she was thereupan sani tted accordingly, 

In testimony whereof the Sead of the said Court is here- 
to affixed this 17th,day of April 1878 ? iu the one huadred 
and second year of the Independence of the United States. 

(signed) Nathan JarvisedP, 
Clerk. 
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: REC'D. : HABANA, January 22,1897, 
JAN 27 1897 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 22,1697, 


* Honorable Richard Olaey, 
) ¢ Gécretary: of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to enclose herewith two papers signed by 
Julio Sanguily,ome in Spanish and the ather in English, I 


would suggest that the papers enclosed be not sed until I te- 
yc 


P ae 


iegraph to that effect, I am induced to recommend this course, 
because I have received private imformation that it is probable 
that Sanguily may,after reaching the United States,leave there 
with some expedition for the purpose of joining the insurrec- 
tion, OF course he takes his life in his own hands, should he 
decide to return to Ouba,and will not ak or expect the assist- 
ance of the United States Govermment,if he is captured. 


As Sanguily would not be acting in good faith,either to- 


wards the Dnited States or Spain,I would prefer to inquire 


further in this matter and satisfy myself that he intends cons- 


es! 


cientiously to carry out the pledge he has sianed, | 


I am, Sir, yor Pr ee ait Sé¢ Aven 


~ 
hh te 
Pik a ‘ wt 
; 5 - 


& sul Gene 


2 Enclosure? Papers referred to, 


1, JULIO AANGUILY,an Amerigan citizen confined atvthe Caba- 
fie fortress,Hayana,do hereby eacredly affirm to the United : 
States and to Spain that if I am released by pardon of the lat- 
ter Government,I will leave and remain away from Cuba,and wi 1 
not #id directly or indirectly the present aban? “> hcg against 


the Goverment of Spain, and I hereby promise that should I do 
so at any time I will not claim the protection of the United 


States Goverment. I certify that this pledge ig given of my 


own free will and without compulsion on the part of any one. 


Fortress Cabafia, Havana, January 21,1897. 


Nel Cong ag. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 
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HABANA, Jamary 23.1897. 


Wreck of the American Str."ELSA". 


Three enclosures. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 235.1897. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 


I enclose herewith for transmission to the Treasury 


‘ 
nn nn ne imuimiadtomannebenied _ oh ~— —— ee reels ~ ba e — : - 4 ’ 
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Department, the one-half of the cancelled Register of the 
American steam propeller "ELSA" of. Sandusky, Ohio, William 


. 
NR Re ae mn 


L.Challoner, Master; also copy of a communication received 
from the Captain of this port,dated 15th.instant,relative 
to the wreck of the said steamer. 

The vessel was wrecked on the 9th.instant on the Col- 
orado reefs,and became a total loss. 

The Naval Commanding officer of the District of Mantua 
made a contract with the ewner of the Spanish steamer 
"GUANAGUANICO" to bring the Master and crew,nine persons in 
all,from Mantua to Habana for 354.10 Spanish gold. The 
steamer arrived here on the 17th.instant with the crew. Two 
boats and a compass were the only effects saved from the wreck. 
The two boats were sold at Mantua for 840,00. fhe coknene 
and wreck will be sold at public auction. 

Relief and transportation were afforded the crew as 
follows:- Wn.L.Challoner,Master: John 8.Williams, Fireman: 
George Lankin,Fireman: James Smith,Fireman: R.B.Buswell, 
Seaman: W.E.Husted,Seaman -- sent to New oficds per American 

epppbeh : 
steamer " " Jamary 2lst.and D.S.Cleveland,Mate: 
Thomas Colford,Engineer: Neils Halvoren,Cook -- sent to New 


OrLaauet 
Wemk the same day. 


I also enclose a copy of the sworn statement of Wm.L. 


Challoner,Master of said vessel. 
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to Mr.Lee,Jan.18.1897. 


S.Statement of William L.Challoner, Master. 


~ 


will appear in my 
the Port of Habana 


erican Str."ELSA". 


; ” 
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The accounts atd vouch 
By ending March 3: 
One-half Register 


h 31.1897. 
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2.Captain of 
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Two Enclosures. 7 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jarmary 23.1897. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


g 


Sir:- 
Confirming my cable despatch of the eit tented’ have 
the honor to enclose a copy of a despatch from Mr Atkins, 
the owner of the "SOLEDAD" estate as well as a letter from 
My.Ponvert, representing the Hormiguero Central Company. 


I an,Sir, 


Enclosures: - 
1.Telecram Mr.Atkins to Mr.Lee,Jan.21.1897. 


2.Mr.Ponvert to Mr.Lee,Jan.19.1897. 
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Enclosure No.1. 


With Despatch No.319, 
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Habana, January,23.1897, Sesto Ree sas ware 


copy, 
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Cienfuegos, Jan ,22.,18 
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Two hundred laborers ordered to town yesterday to obtain 
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er 
% r ’ 


7 , 


permit good one day only, Grinding interrupted by auch means. — 


¥ 


a 


Suggest Olney press claim Madrid, 


(signed) Atkins. 
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Enclosure Nd.2.. 
Habana, January 23 1897. 


Hormiguero Central Co, 


© ; Hormiguero,19th,Jan.1897, 


To the Honorable General, 
Mr.Pitghugh Lee, ) 
Consul General of the United States, Habana. 
Sir:- 
I Pee to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the asth. inst, ,énclosing copy of letter received from the 


Captain General Weyler and purpositig to: pe an answer to my 


communication-of the %th.inst.. Said letter is not an answer 
to my communication... It refers merely to the matter of the 
coal. No reference is made to the main point,or sas to 
request that he should give orders that no obstacles be put 
by the Spanish authorities to my continuing grinding on the 
Hormiguero. 

Whilst I was absent from here,when I had the pleasure of 
calling on you,and on the 8fh.inst.,the Teniente Coronel 
Vasquez with his column,sword in hand,stopped ail field work, 
dispersing the workmen and menacing them if they returned to 
work, He then sent detachments of his cavalry to all our 


other cane fields,where the cutting of cane was in progress 


and proceeded in the same manner to stop the work. He aiso 
gave instructions to the Commander of the Government troops 
here at the works to order the stopping of the mills at 12 


o'clock that night. All work was stopped,causing thereby an 


immense loss to the Company I represent, 
On, my return here with the permit of the Captain General 
Weyler,conceeded to me in Habana through yourself for the 


grinding of burnt canes,I!I proceeded at once to start the works, | 


but fearing further molestation from the Spanish authorities; 


I ent you the telegram,urging the importance of abtaining an 
answer to my letter of the 7th.inst. 
As you will readily understand,the answer received is 
not satisfactory ana I expect you will so signify it to the 
Captain General Weyler,trusting that through your good offices 
you will obtain a satisfactory result. 
I remain, 


Honorable Bir, 


Wour ébddient servant, 


(signedjElias Ponvert, 
Adn Geni. 
Hormiguero £.00, 


ath 


hospital 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 23,1897, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.0. 


I have the honor to report that HARRY J.DELGADO, died at 
the San —" hospital in this = on the night of the 19 
and was buried the general cemetery here on the 2lst,in com- 


pliance with the request of his relatives, 


I am, Sir, yous< efisht~servant, . 


¥ 


fi. A eral. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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HABANA, 


Relative to Mrs.EVA ADAN DE RODRIGUEZ,arrested at 


Puerto principe. 
1 Enclosure, 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


wt: 
Honorable William ¥,Rockhi1}, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Pashington,}.¢. 
Sir: 
With reference to my despatch number “a of the 21st inst i 7 
réiative to : the arrest of Mrs.Bva Adan de likeli at Puerto 


principe, beg to enclose a copy~translation of a communies 


tion received to-day from the Acting Captain General. 


1 Eeclosure: Copy referred to. 
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ted States. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, anuary 26.1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Jamary 26.1897. 


me IG 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's instructions numbered from 210 to 217 


er a 


inclusive. 


ee, 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 26,1897./ 


Secretary of State.} 
oo? oe ee 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Relative to the death of Segundo Narciso Lopez by 


Spanish troops, 


lL Enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 26th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant gecretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


With reference to my despatch number 112 of the 4th Sep- 


tember, 1896, relative to the death of Segundo Narciso Lopez by 


Sead asta 


Spanish troops,and enclosing a copy-translation of a communica- 


tion dated the 2nd of said month from the Captain General patat- 


~ 


ing that an investigation of the case had been ordered and 


that the result of same would be communicated to me in due 


a Me 


season,I now beg to transmit herewith a copy-translation of a 


note I have received to-day from the Secretary of the General 
Government in answer to ome franme asking for a definite report 


of the result of the investigation . You will please observe 


that the Secretary says that no definite answer can 966 be 
given with regard to the matter. 


I am,Sir,your obedient Va ervant 
ne OE 0 Wj 


pikhe ft 
2 ge 


Consul General. 


1 Enclosure: Note referred to. 


Enclosure no. 


With Despatch No.323,. 


© ety bt 
HABANA, Jamary 26,1697, 


COPY-TRANSLATION, 


THE SECRETARY of the GENERAL GOVERNMENT of the ISLAND of 


CUBA salutes the CONSUL GENERAL of the UNITED STATES and has 


the honor to inform him in answer to his courteous note of 
yesterday, that according to BS lesa from the Captaincy General 
the proceedings relative to the American citizen Mr.Lopez are 
still being carried on, therefore no definite response can be 
given regarding the matter. 

The Marquis of Palmerola avails himself of the occasion to 
reiterate to Mr, Fitzhugh Lee the assurance of = esteem and 


consideration, 


Habana,26 Jamary,1897. 


fo CAEIL.E: MESSAGE. 
THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


ROURPERATES — 
provided by this Company for that purpose, tinder and subject ta 
wing message. 


ABLE MESSAGES received on must be written on the 
2 clinoos printed thereon, and on the Ge beer, which conditions have been jumet ho te tee by the Siaden of following 
THOS. T. ECKERT. President and General Manager. 


- ‘TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO GREAT BRITAIN. 
ONNECTS Aso wire FIVE ANGLO-AMERICAN sx ONE DIRECT U. 8. ATLANTIC CABLES. 


DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 
WEST INDIES, MEXICO ano CENTRAL avo SOUTH AMERICA. 


3LE CONNECTION wit CUBA 
ESSAGES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


OF FICHS IN AMERICA: ow / 
\ All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connecti 


\ OF FICHS IN GREAT BRITAIN : 
LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 
CGLASCOW: No. 29 Gordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 


No. 21 Royal Exchange, E.C. | 
No. 109 Fenchyrch Street, E. C. tesa Backhall Chambers. 


NNDON : 


¥€ NUMBER YF Y REC’D BY 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 27th,1897. 


Acknowledging receipt of and confirming 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W.Rockhili, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.c. 


Sir: 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following tele- 


grams: 


"Lee,Consul General. (Jan.20.) 


"Where are William Levitt and Charles Barnett of Com- 
"petitor, now confined, cable status of their cases and 
"treatment, no reference are being made to them in any of 
"your despatches,since November 12th. | 

Rockhill”. 


"Lee, a (Jan.21) 
ana. 


"Have yours 9th. Infer Stillman is working for paci- 
"fication on Autonomy basis,if so he should come here for 
"necessary information at once. Answer whether he will 
"come and when. 

"Olney". 


"Lee, Consul General, (Jan.21) 
| "Habana. 


"Let Julio Sanguily send my by next mail written : 
"nledce to United States and to Spain,that if released by 
"pardon,he will leave and remain away from Cuba,will not 
"aid the insurrection directly or indirectly,or if he does 
"will not claim United States protection,on that pledge, 


2s 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


"freely given in good faith,hope,not sure,release may be ef- 


"fected. 


(1) 


Olney". 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegrams? 


"Astistant Secretary of State, (Jan.20) 
"Washington,D.C. 
"See Williams' despatch 2968,May 21,1696,Levitt and 
"Barnett are confined with other Competitor prisoners in 


"Cabanas. Are treated like other Competitor prisoners. 


Lee". 


(Jan.20) 
"Assistant Secretary of State, 
"Washington, D.C. 
-“Atkins'workmen required to report Cienfuegos daily 
"for passes. This prevents grinding,without giving orders 
"to that effect. 


Lee*, - 


"Assistant Secretary of State, (Jan.22) 
"Washington,D.C. 

"Authorities will not order prohibition grinding, but 
"reach the same result by other means. Atkins laborers are 
*still required to get daily passes from Cienfuegos , some 
"distance off. Ponvert, representing Hormiguero Central Co. 
"workmen been dispersed by sword spanish officer command. 


"Both sides burning ani destroying everything,military 


"campaign amounts to nothing on either side,have not suc- 


"ceeded in getting any reply from Acting Captain General 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


rs 


HABANA, 


- 


’ 


fin reference to the charges against four persons named in 


| : : : 
"despatch of 15th. Shall I demand their release? 
Lee". 


of State (Jan.23) 
"wéshington,D.¢c. 
d here Sunday night. Cannot leave before Wed- 
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Relative to a collision between the American st 


"Yucatan" and a 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D,C. 
Sir: 


On the 14th September, at midnight the Ward line steamer 


wens sme oak 
. OT SR ROR OEM LRT RD INO RAR, TERE BINGE ERMA DE NPS ye SO “ 


"Yucatan" came into collision in this harbor with a coal barge r 


and sunk the latter. The pilot was on board of the steamer 
at the time. The damage to the property has been paid. It is 
now proposed to arrest the captain of the steamer as soon as he 
arrives,unless he provides $2000 bail,to which bail the agents 

here of the line, Nesera Bidalas and Company, object,as they do 
not see any reason for criminal prosecution of the captain of 
the "Yucatan", the moreee as no life has been lost in the ac- 
cident. 

As I am further informed that the claimants have been 
fully satisfied, giving relief,I respectfully suggest to the 
Department mak representation be made to the Spanish Govern- 
ment,to the effect that all proceedings against the captain 


referred to be stopped,in view of the circumstances of the case@e 


I am, Sry eZ ie aa 
7 AL 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


> RECD, HABANA, January 2?1tn,1897. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Release of ‘Irs.Eva Adan de Rodriguez at Puerto 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA,  Jamary 27th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant gecretary of State, 
Washington,D.c. 


In reply to your instruction number 224 of the 21 instant, 
and to your telegram reading? 
"Lee,Consul General,Habana,. 

"Zs husband of Eva Adan arte wade ce citizen of the 
"United States and an insurgent,where herself and husband 
"lived since 1878,if in Cuba how éouti mousty has she? 
"If not why not? Has she pecuniary means? Cable all facts 
"as soon as practicable. 

| "Rockhill". 
I beg to confirm my telegram of to-day as follows: 
"Assistant Secretary of State,Washington, 
"Eva Adan: Rodriguez released. Reported despatch 321 


"mailed to-day. 


‘1 a 7 


m TELEGRAM RECEIVE DIrLibher. 
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Received. of LL fP M. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, J&mary 26th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Answering instruction mumber 228 of the 22nd Janut py, i897. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 28th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,).C. 


With reference to your instruction mumber 226 of the 22nd 
instant asking for a copy of my despatch mumber 15 of June last, 
I have the honor to state that the said despatch was confiden- 
tial,anc eddressed to the:  Honrable Secretary of State; conse- 
quently,b6 does not appear in the general record of despatches 
of this office, but,undoubtedly,it can be found at the office 
of the Honorable Secretary of State. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


5 — a, 
= errs 


Transmitting a copy of a letter received frcm Mr.E.F.At-~- 


hs 


kins. 


.1 Enclosure... 


U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 28th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter 
dated the 26th instant,received from Mr.Edwin F. Atkins ,owner 
of the estate "Soledad",near Cienfuegos. This copy is submit- 


ted to the Department as an additional evidence of the methods 
put in practice here to prevent grinding,although no prohibi- 


tory order has been issued in regard to same. 


T am,S8ir,your ob cigpen , ere. PF gi 


Wo-= RAL 


Cans! hl get ae 


1 Enclosure: Copy referred to. 


G2f 


Habana, Jamary 2/, Tanai? 


Enclosure No. 


With Despatch No. 


SOLEDAD ESTATE, 


‘Cienfuegos, Jan, 26.1897, 


Hon, Fitzhugh hee, 

U.5.Consul General ,tabana. 
Sirie 

Yesterday, Suniay ,ve rectd,notice for chier engineer with 
his first and second assistant,one of: the mechanics and our 
commander of private guard to go to town at once to testify 
in matter charged against us of some one unknown, before mil- 
itary court. Three of the above were Americans,one a Cuban 
and the last a Spaniard. 

I took the men in at. once as the place was not running, 
being.Sunmday,and by telephone sent my lawyer to the Judge at 
12 noon previous to*our arrival. We Pedhhea the Judge's 
house at 2:10. He had not been in after my lawyer called. 
The time mentioned by him for the men to appear was 12 and 2 
o'clock. His soldiers did not know when he would return,and 
would not send for him,so we waited at the hotel nearby. 
About 3:15 he sent for us saying he had got back and we called 
again and were told he had not returned nor. did they know 
where he was. So I took the men back to their posta after 
after waiting until 3:45 P.M, 

We had no sooner reached the estate when we were ordered 
to appear early the next day. I then sent a cable to vou 
adding the words "apparent object to prevent grinding" for 
benefit of the authority here. The ‘attention of the Gen'l. 
(Prats) was called, to them amd he ordered the words taken out 
of the despatéh, adding ina pie to me that 1 néed not 
come to town again, but he onl a: deee up to see me; which he 


did this morning. | ) : 


2. 
Last night another of our colonias was stopped but I 
at once ordered the nen into atother section pm had the fac- 
ore. runhing fuld at the hour shen he arrived. 
He said & serious charge had been oe. against ns 
which must he investigated, but that he would sent the Coln,of 
Bigh Standing to take evidence on the place instead of taking 


the men to town, but it wonld require five or six days,and that 


meamhile he hoped I wonld stop work,althotgh hé Would not 
order ms to do so. . He finally Pot Gown to thres,and I hope to 
get off with ortie. 

Tt appears that just vefors we began grinding the Coln. 
of Guerilias fined here aud told my people that while they 
could not order the estates to stop, they could make them do 
so by ordering men to town to get passes ee if that was not 
effective they-could order all the etfsinvers to town to an~« 
swer to some charge. I will obtain A sworn statement of this 


& 


and forward in due conreeé. 


Yours’ truly, 
(signed) Bdwin F. Atkins. 
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B 6 1997 HABANA, January 30,1897. 
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Visit to the American citizen : LOUIS SOMETLLAN, LORENZO 


VIVES POUS“and GASPAR A.BETANCOURT at the jail of this city. 


} 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, : J amary 30th, 1597. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.¢. 


I have the honor to report that yesterday I visited the 
jail in this city,and found there, and conversed with, five 
American citizens,namely* lst. LOUIS on ga eae Sentence 
of life imprisomment,with chains,} the Which sentence ,an ap- 
peal has been taken. 2nd. LORENZO VIVES POUS,who is imprisoned 
also,at said jail,and which case has been the subject of my ; 
despatches Nos.225 and 235,to the Department. Srd. Dr.GASPAR A. 
BETANCOURT, who has now been in confinement about thirty three 
days. As reported this gentleman was kept in solitary confinse~ 


ment or incomunicado,as is called,for 288 hours,when first im- | 


prisoned,contrary to the Treaty between Spain and the United 
States,which prescribes 72 hours as the limit. I have duly made 
protests in this case,as in that of others,but no attention 
has been paid to such protests by the authorities here. This 
is ome of the persons referred to in your telegram of the 15th 
instant,in which you direct me to insist that the charges 
against them be made known,or their release be demanded. In 
compliance therewith I addressed at once a communication to the 


Governor and Captain General,to which no reply has yet been 


received, notwithstanding having again called the attention of 


the Acting Captain General to fp said communication, On the 
22nd instant I telegraphed to the Department reporting that no 
reply to my communication asking for said charges had been re- 
ceived,and asking if I should proceed in demanding their re- 
lease. I have obtained no answer from the Department b+ Sale. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


In addition to the three prisoners named,there are two 
negro men dora in Key West,who were arrested here, #0 to be 
sent to the Chafarinas. At my request they were released with 
the condition of leaving for the United States,but they are . 


still in jail because they have no money to pay their passage 
to the United States, 


I am, Sir, your" . 


ana 
Se 


Ef 


_U. 8, CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, Jamary 30,1897. 


Relative to the case of LORENZO VIVES POUS. 


1 Enclosure. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 30,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
 Washington,D.c. 
Sir: 
With reference to my despatch number 235 of the 28th 
November last,relative to the case of LORENZO VIVES POUS ,under 


arrest in the jail of this city,I beg to transmit herewith a 


copy-translation of a communication received from the General 
Government ‘reporting the transfer of his case to the civil 


court in compliance with my request. 


I am,Six,your obediept sexvant, 
: a i. | LZ. ae 


Consul ¢ ae é 


1 Enclosure: Copy referred to. 


Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No.330. | 
HABA - A, January 90,1697, 


Translation, 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY. 


By order of the Governor General I have the hohor to in- 


genat 


form you that the Captain General reports to this office iq 08 
terday the proceedings initiated against the American citizen 


LORENZO VIVES POUS , have been referred to the Court of instruc-  — 


tion of Guadalupe (a district of this city); the war jurisdic- 
tion having inhibited the cognizance of the case in favor of 
the ordinary- surisdletion, 
God etc. Habana, 29 Samary,1697. 
(Signed) El Marques de Palmerola. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, January 00,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Asking for a duplicate of instruction 57 of 14 August,'96. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, J@nuary 50,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.Cc. 


I cannot find in this office a copy of your instruction 


number 67 of the 14th August last,or of the letter accompanying 


same,dated at New York August 12th. I respectfully request 
that you direct duplicate copies of these two documents to be 
sent to me as soon as possible. 
Ho {U8 
My reply to your instruct on) of 30th September, 1896, was 


numbered 108 of the 2nd of same month,and refers to said com- 


munications. Las 
I am,Sir,your obedik : Ee 
“at 


ij 


f ed 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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Mr. LEE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Relative to Chinese passports. 


1 Enclosure, 


No. 332, 


U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Pebruary 5.1897. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir:- 

On the 14th.of August,1896,a communication was addressed | 
et vor to me,enclosing a letter dated August 12th.from the 
United States Chinese Inspector at New York,in which he called 
the attention of the Department of State to matters relative 
to the shipment of QOhinese from this port,and in which he in- 
timated thet eons person in this office was guilty of frauds 
in connection therewith. Your instruction and the accompany- 
ing letter were given to Vice and Deputy Consul General 
Springer,who has had sole charge of that business,since I have 
been Consul General. Mr.Springer is now absent and I cannot 
find in his desk or elsewhere copies of either of those two 
communications, 

On the 2nd.September,1896,I addressed you my despatch No. 
108,enclosing a letter from Vice and Deputy Consul General 
Springer to me on the subject mentioned in your said instruc- 
tion of the 14th. August,1896; and on the Slst.QOctober I address- 
ed you another despatch in answer to your instruction No.122 
of the 9th.of same month,in which you enclose a copy of a com- 
munication addressed to the Honorable Secretary of the Treas- 
ury by Mr.Scharf,Chinese Inspector,relative to the alieged ir- 
regularities in connection therewith. 

My letters were drafted by Vice and Deputy Consul General 


Springer,as he had special charge of the subject and was sup- 


posed to vossess greater information about it. Since that 


time I have been giving more or less thought to the subject and 
from certain occurences lave been ted to belleve Giant in all 
probability there have been irregularities in éealine with that 
question treks this office. 

I am informed thet Mr.Williems,my predecessor,discovered 
something of the sort during his occupancy of this office,and 
effectually stopped it. There seems to have been a concerted 
plan to pass Chinese into the United States as merchants, who 
are in reality laborers. 

The procedure is as follows: Two or three Chinese runners 
or spokesmen are sent among the Chinese residents of this city 
who picture in extravagant terms the beneficial financial re- 
sults to be reached by their being lédcated in New York or in 
other ports of the United States. Each Chinaman is induced to 
subscribe a sum of money in order to accomplish the purpose, 
which sum is divided in certain proportions between the said 
runners and other persons, 

The Chinese Consul issues passports stating that the 
said laborers are merchants, these passports are visaed at this 
Consulate General, and bins a practical approval of them, bee 
cause the U.S.custom houses do not accept the entrance of the 
Chinese bearer of the passport,without said evidence. 

The plain English of this is that Chinese enter and re- 
main in the United States who are prohibited from so doing by 
Law, 

An examination of the books in which these transactions 


are kept reveals some curious facts: for the year 1895 Consul 


General Williams visaed passports of 490 Chinemen; 325 being 


3. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


ee ~~ - « « = ~— & oo ee fe ee ee ee eh Ser ee ae Bee ee eee Oe 


traders,76 merchants,47 laborers,18 unclassified,15 students,4 
doctors and 5 consular officials. lLater,namely: from Jamary 
16 to June 3rd,1896,ae period of 4 months and 17 days,Mr.Williams 


only visaed the passports of 57; 7 heing merchants ,28 laborers 


1 clerk and 1 unclassified; but from June 9th,1596,to and in- 


cluding December 318t,1896,8 period of 6 months and 2 days , 
the passports visaed at this office,almost all of which were 
signed by Mr.Springer,as Vice and Deputy Consul General, amount- 


ed to 992 ,9fiwhich the large sum of 799 were set down as 


merchants;and only 56 as laborers,7 as traders,21 unclassified, 


64 students,1 doctor,2 consular officials,26 clerks ane 14 
actors. I enclose you herewith a tabulated statement. 
re. Ville 

I have the henor to Vly that the Department will order 
an investigation ofthe subject. 

I presume the Chinese inspector of New York could give 
pertinent evidence,and also,much evidence may be obtained here, 

6 ehh OSC. 

I pir das the Department has its own methods, through private 
detectives or:-otherwise,of secretly procuring information on 


fraudulent transactions. 


ot 
I am,Sir,your obem ester any” 


1 Enclosure: Statement referred to, 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 3rd,1897,. 


1997 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Answering instruction nmumbér 225 of the 21st January. 


No. 5So + 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 3rd,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
} Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 
With reference to your instruction number 225 of the 21st 
ultimo and to my despatches Nos.298 and 303,of the 14th and 15 
of same month, relative to the trial and sentence of the hmeri- 
can citizen LOUIS SOMEILLAN,I have the honor to transmit here- 
with four numbers of the LUCHA of this city,corresponding to 
the 9th,llth,12th and 15th instant containing the proceedings 


of the trial and sentence of mOmes Les 


Enclosing newspapers referred to. 
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A LUCHA 


: Los TRIBUNALR 
woud’ 7. 


Someillan’ 


‘La vista.—Primera se- 
| gién de los debates.— 
| Elcénsnl Lee.—Castro-/ 
verde presentado.—La 
i} prueba.—Careos. — Los 
| testigos. 

-Formaban la Sala el sefior don Fe- 
iderico Enjuto, Presidente de la 
de lo Criminal, y ios Magistrados se- 
fiores don Ricardo Maya, don Juan 
Valdés Pagés, don Francisco Noval yj, 
Marti y don José Novo y Garcia, éste 
ultimo suplente. 

Fiscal: el de S. M. don Juaquin Vi- 
dal y Gomez. 

Defensor: el Ledo. don Antonio Me-| , 
sa y Bominguez, con el Procurador 
don Nicelés Sterling y Varona. 

Secretario: el Ledo. don José Lo- 
»jrenze Odoardo. 


>| At seftor Odeardo le acompaiiaba elj y 
j Olictal de Sala, sefior Valdés Fauli. 2 


a 


— ee 


bnclviridiee, abogados fiscales y le- 
trados en los sillones de la Sala. 

También asistiéd 4 la vista, el Juez 
instructor del proceso, sefior don Cér- 
los Eugenio Ortiz y Coffigny. 

Un publico numeroso invadia el lo- 
eal. 

En la puerta de la Sala de 
vimos al Consul de los Estados 
dos, general Lee, 4 quien 
intérprete Mr. Brysson, 
del Journal. 

El procesado, don Luis Someillan y 
Azpeitia, entrd en el local. Venia con 
las manos esposadas, y conducido por 
dos escoltas de la Carcel Publica, den- 
de guarda prision. 


La prueba dccumental 


Abierta la sesida por el Presidente, 
sefior Enjuto, el Secretarie, sefior 
Odvardo, leyé las conclusiones provi- 
sionales y la prueba documental que 
ya conocen nuestros lectures. 

En ella aparece que se ha _presen- 
tado 4 las Autoridades, el cabeciila 
Salvador de Castroverde, que firma 
las insirucciones fechadas en 16 de 
Jusio, y no en 16 de. Julio, como 
equivocadamentée aparecid en la copa 
que pubiicamos ayer. 

Castroverde, acogido A indulto, 
encuentra hoy en New-York. 


capas, 
Uni- 
servia de 
cofresponsal 


se 


Habia Someillen 


Se puso de pié el procesado para 
la prueba de confesion. 

Someill4n es un hombre de ob 
afios, mas bajo que alto, grueso, tri 
guefio, todo afeitado, cou aspecto de 
sacerdote. 

Vestia de negro, y parecia estar se- 
renv y tranquito. 

CGoniestO com desembarazo 
preguntas dei senor Fiscal. 

Dijo scr viudo, ean dos hijos, Lin. 
y Josefina, y de profesidn comercian- f! 
le comisionista. 

Ha estado procesado otra vez, por 
rebelidn; en unidn de su hijo dup 
Luis Someillan Vida! y de don Marcos 
Rodriguez Molina, en cuya causa se 
dicté auto de sobreseimieuto provisio- 
nal. 

El Fiscal le hizo, entre otras, 
preguntas siguientes: 

Fiscal.—jTenia usted muchas rela 
ciones mercantiles con Cayo Hueso? 

Someillan.—Si, sefior; con los sefiures 
E. H. Gato, José Toledo, hermanos Lor-" 
dero, Cayetano Soria y otras personas. 

Fiscal. —Y con New York? 

Ssomeillan.—Tarahiéa. 

Fiscal—Y cuando esos sefiores te 
dirigian algdn pedido, jlo haciaa di-| 
reciamente 4 wsted por el cable, 6 por 
carta, de New York 6 de Cayo fnueso? 

Somettia4a.—Por teléyrafo y por carta 
se me daban ordenes de embarcar ta- 
baco, frutas, viveres, ete Si el pedido 
no apuraba, por carta. Si era urgente, 


las’ 


4 


las 


guntas en forma que no vaya envuele— 
ita la contestaciOn con fla 


por telégrafe. 

Fiscal.—zHa dicho usied en el su 
mario que devolvid usted algunos te- 
legramas? 

Sometil4n.—Si, 
ho eran para mi, 
meithin. 

Fiscal.—j El dia 29 de jumio no es- 
ftavo usted en su escritorio? 

Somrilian.—No, sefior, Desde el s3- 
bado 27 me enfermé, guard4 cama, y 
no volvi al escritorio hasta el dia pri- 
mero de julio. 

.. Fiscal.—jQué documentos le entre- 
Ppa par 


sefior; algunos que 
sino para otro So- 


garon? 
* Somalia, : 
ess ih m sotlh ag hablaba 18 
| surrec: at 
ove ERY oadie, porque como] 


soy Cludadano exiranjero, ng, tenia 9 
| qué meterme en lo que go me 


eed =F) OMEN 


taba enterado de hechos que comptes 
baran este rumor ni recuerda las per- 
sonas que lo dijeran, y que el Secre- 
tario de la Alcaldia del Cristo le 
manifest6 que Someillan habia identi- 
ficado 4 un sujeto sospechoso, con 
nombre supuesto, cuyo individuo es- — 
tuvo preso,; form4ndose causa por este 
motivo 4 Someillan. ) 


Don Salvador ms 


Vigilante de policia, desde el afd 
1868, agente del ¢elador del Templere, ae 
de 59 aios y de Orense. 

El celador Fernandez le dié orden. co 
de vigilar 4 Someillin y el pe se 
vela entrar mucha gente, todos los 
dias, que le parecia sospechosa, pues 
ola decir que la mayor parte de los - 
que subian eran desafectos 4 Espafia. 

Defensor.—Diga el testigo si sube — 
qué otro escriwrio hay en los mismos — 
altus donde tiene el suyo el seflor Sov 
meillan. 

Vigilante.—El del Dr. Burgess, mb 
dico del Gobierno Americano. — Ho 

Defensor.—,¥ no suben alli muchas j 
personas, que se van A embuarcar, en ~ 
busca del Dr. Burgess, para que les 
dé certilicaciones? , — 

Vigtlante,.—“i, Sefer. 

Fiscal.—Sr. Presidente, 
de preguntar del 
tiva, bs 
Presidente.—llaga el letrade ‘dae pre ‘s 


ott ah 


4 f 
la manera 7 


leirado = es) SUg 


* 


Misha pre~ ~ 
gunta, Y 


D. José Suarez Iglesias. 


De Avilés, vecino de Obispo 7. Cos. 
rioce de vista 4 Semeillin. 

iscal—jQué coucepto le merecia 4 
Vd. el provesado? 

Sudrez.—(. oncepto bueno. Abers. 88 
decta que si éra 6 nO era separatista, © 
y se vela subir a su casa mueha gen 
te sospechosa. 

Defensor. ,Y no. sabia también mu-: 
cha gente 4 la consulta del Dr. Bar-- 
me oe 

Suarez.—Si, la gente que iba 4 ma- 
tricularse con dicho meédico auer. 
canho, 

Presidente.—jNo pnede Vd. precisar 
qué personas hablaban en ese senuiag 
del Sr. Semettian? 

ba —No, seior. 
café, 

Presidente.—;De modo que” Vd. 1. 
enterd per conversacioues de cafe? > — 

Suarez.—Si, 


Yo lo of en el 


senor. | Sa 


Miguel Rodriguez. ~ 


De 44 anos, natural de. Asturiss y * 
verino de Obispo 23. " 
Hace ocho afins que eonoee .4 Sox 

meillan y no sabe nada malo de Ay, 
En politica, cree que es contrariay 
al Gobierne espafiol. 


Ignacio Auca Rovira, 


yNenN. 
coaducta’ 


De la Corufia, de 34 afos, veciag de 
Ovispo 17. i? 
Fiscal.—jEn qué concepte iene Vd | 
4 Someillan? ce Be 
Anca.—Para i 
Fiscal.—De su voiied, 
gque sabe Vd" ‘ 
Anea.—Dicen ques  peclutlba gente 
para la insurrecciog y que conspiraba; ~ 
pero 4 mi no me consta nada, i 
Juan Pol y Leal. Ee 
De Galicia, 49 afen, veciao de 0 i 
po 15. he 
Dijo que conoce de vista a! ar 
do y que desde la primera” ven 


1 ie fue a ee Nee, 2 
anol y desatecto. 


El coronel Tort ih ibe 


El coronel D. Guillermo Tort, 
4 declarar en el juirig: 


ie, fe y rasta: 


yp ans SPE sible porque comoJ 
Hoy Cludadano exiranjero, no tenia por 
que pelerme en lo bel me im- 


mee 


al tee taggnin A usted. : 1s em 


ea wis ger 4 Wei Ale. 
fredo Gémex, vecino de Lamparilla se- 
tenia y seis? 

SometHan.—No lo conozco, 

Fiscal.—jNo ha tenido usted cono- 
cimieunto por Lamparilla, 6 amistad 
por allt? 

Someillan.—Por Lamparilla, con na- 
die, (Risas en el pubdlico.) 

El Sr. Presidente.—Orden; 
silencio. 

Fi cal—zCenoce usted 4 Clark? 

Soiueiilan.—Tam poco. 

El sefior Enjuto hizo las siguientes 
preguntas al procesado., 

Presidente.—El afio setenta y seis, 
jdonde residia usted? 

Someillin.—En Cayo Hueso. 

Presidente. —jDande estavo después? 

Someillan.—Viajando por les Estadus 
Unidos y otros puntos. 

[Kl seftor Enjuto hizo poner de ma- 
nifiesto al acusado el telegrama Clark. 

Someillan negd haberlo recibido, y 
dijo que ese telegrama era para su so- 
brino D. José Someillan, 4 quien se le 
entrego el dependiente, también sobrino 
del procesado, D. Juaquin Vidal. 


Testico D. Antonio Romero 


Comenzd la prueba testifical por don 

Antonio Romero Rodriguez, natural de 
\la Corufia, del comercio, vevino de 
Obrapia 17, alcalde del barrio del Tem- 
plete. 

Fiscal.—, Qué noticias ha adquirido 
usted como funcionario piiblico, acer- 
ca de D, Luis Someillin. y qué con- 
cepto tiene usted del mismo? 

Romero.—Desfavorable. En el con- 
cepto publico esta considerado como 
desafecto 4 Espafia, separatista, etc., etc. 

Someillan (interrumpiendo.)—, v. S. 
jime permite ? 

Presidenté.--En su fiernpo hablard 
usted. Testigo, conteste usted a la 
rdefensa. 

Defensor.—, Cuando fné usied nom- 
brado alcalde de harrio? 

Romero.—En Junio del 96. 

D+ fesor.—Entonces, 44 qué época 
se remonian esos informes que tenia 
usted pintando 4 Someillin como se- 

aratista? 

* Romero.—AI poco tiempo de haber- 
me hecho cargo de la alcaldia, 
 Defensor.—;z Al poco tiempo ya te- 
nia usted noticias? 4 Y como no rea- 
Nizd usted ningiim acto, ni puso usted 
sus noticias en conocimiento de la 
autoridad? 

Romero.—Yo recibi un mandato del 
Juzgado de la Catedral para que me 
informara, como lo hice, con los veci- 
nos, y formé un expediente. 

Presidente.—; No puede usted cen- 
cretar qué personas lo informaron 4 

usted ? 

Romero.—No hice constar las per- 
sonas, sino el rumor. 

El testigo se retiré, 

“we gage —Tenta pedida la patebra 
. 7% 

Presidente.—Ya hablara usted en su 
oportunidad. 


D. Santiago Gonzalez 


De Orense, 38 afios, empleado, ¥ 
conoce, haee 7 u 8 aos, ry RY 
y de él sabe que se decia que era 


guarden 


agente revolucionarie. Biye que BO ca-. 


Ei coronel Tort 


El coronel D. Guillermo. Tort, | 
pudo asistir 4 declarar en el juig aa) 
oral, por encontrarse en preteen os 
atenciynes del servicio, 

Fué reaunciada. 


Declararon tres ordevanzas de 
ble. + 

De ellos, D. Pedro Gomsaleas declara — 
que llevd dos telegramas 4 Ubispo 21, 
sin fijat la fecha ni la direeciém, 6n- 
tregandolos 4 um dependiente ‘ 

Liamnado & declarar el testizo dog 
Minuel Diaz Armeésio, criady et Dr 
Burgess, y no dé Same lab, ue 
que ei ordenanza Gonzalez le? “habe. 
entregauo 4 él dicho teiegrama, em 
domingo, y el lunes se leudiy 
clarante al mismo Some ly xtremo- 
que esie niega, celebrandos® an careg 
entre el procesado y el criado del ses 
fior Burgess, sosteni¢ndose cada upg 
en su dicho: Someillan ea que nof 
al escritorio ese dia, pues estaba ony 
fermo, y el crindo enegite ayuél remy 
bid de sus manos el telegrama, ~ 

Aqui hay una contradigcién, El dia 
49 de Junio dice el etipleado del” 
Gable que tlevo el telegrawa el 29 
era lunes, 

Sepiin el ordenanfa, 0 eg el den’. 
mingo el dia en que reécibid el criado 
el telegrama a& que se hate referen: 
cia. 

De esta contradiccidn tomé. note te 
defensa. oe 

Los otros empleados de Telégra afo oF : 


Someillan sin precisar fa fecha, cily 


De la casa Salmonte 
tuada en los bajos del 
Someillan. | 

Nawral de la Corufia, de < 
Conoce 4 Someilian hace 12 ; 
dice que no le ha oido manifestacio~ 
nes eu sentido politico, 

Fiscal—jNo ha oidu Vd. decir por 
el vecindario que Somettiig ora Ae vg 
fecte 4 Espafia? “ Seek 

Dopazo.—Se decia; peng. oot 
cindadane ainericano, ya | enhanc q 
ser F capakol. gine? x 

iscal.—jlla recibido el ‘testi hah 
gin? beneticio del Sr. ~~ 

Dopazo.— Ninguno, 


Someillin : 
D. Luis Urgell 


De Barcelona, barbero, de 52 afios, 
Afeita hace tiempo 4 Someillam = y 
dice que éste nunca usd iy 2¥ 8 
patillas, aunque se las quité hace m 
de un afio. P he 
El Fiscal renuncid 4 pregunta: a 
lestigo diciendo: ‘ 
—Me es insignificante el 

la perilla, 


D. Bernardo Iedon 


Otro barbero | ; 
—Lo renuncio, dijo el Sr. Mesa 
porque era para la prueba del bi 
gote. ‘ 


bigote . 


Mas testigos 


Declararon D* Teresa Casanova, vee: af 


da de Vidal, parienta de 
la Srta. Maria Jesefs Co 
joven D. Luis Vidal’ y 
convinieron en que los diag : 28,3 

30 de Junio, Someilldn estuvo. = 
'de en cama, en su casa, eeurvia’ < 
46, con ua fuerte catarro. ae tla 


A las 4 y media se sus 


Re gage 4 


t re, 


a para la una de la 


hey.—Arnautd. 


lee 


r a ¥ " sf 
ee 


OL A ce mane AIR 1 te a ee <a eam om 


Serunda sesiém de los 


ticbates. — Concluye la} 


prusba.— Vidal enel Mi- j 


nisterio piiblico. — ha, 

Ley del miedo —Brillan- 

tisima acnsacién. 
(CONTINUA EL JUICIO SUSPENDIDO.) 


A la wna menos 
constituido de nuevo “el Tribunal, 
en sus puestos el Fiscal, el defensor 
y el procurador, entré en la Sala ei 
procesado D. Luis Someillan y Azpei- 
tla. 

—j Sefiores letrados | 
guacil. 

Y una avalancha de 
toga se lanzd por las puertas 
Sala. 

—jSefiores de la prensal grito des- 
pués el mismo alguacil, 

“Y otra avalancha de periodistas de| 
profesion y de periodistas del momen- 
to, tomé por asalto la mesa destinada 
4 la prensa. 

Ls kudiencis publical jComtinia la 
sesidn susspendida! anuncid entonces 
el propio alguacil. 

Y enti, como pado, una numeresa 
falanje de hombres de todas edades, 
“Pazas V airs dencias, queriendo ganar 
cada uno el primer pesto, sin pecar 
de irrespetuoso con el Tribunal ni 
con los ugieres que no cesaban de 
imponer orden con la frase sacramen- 
tal: 

-—jGuarden silencio! 

Iba & oirse la acusacién del sefior 
Vidal, cuya presencia en el] Ministerio 
Publico inspira gran interés, y da a 
los debates més importancia, desde 
su famoso informe en el proeese San- 
guily. Era, pues, muy natural que hu-| 
biese mis anditorio y mds curiosidad 
que en la primeta sesién de la 
- Vista, 


diez minutes, 


dijo. un al- 


hombres de 
de la 


D. Joaquin Vidal. 


El Presidente, sefior Enjuto, ordend 
que entrase el testigo D. Joaquin Vi- 
dal Casanova, de lta Habana, de 18 
afios, sobrino politico. del acusado 
Someillan. 

Bhs ‘fensor.—yVive usted en la misma 

sa del sefior Someillan? 

Vidal. —Si, sefior; en Concordia 46. 

Defensor. — iLlevé usted a la botica 
del Dr. ft odviguez Feo una receta del 
Dr. Rodriguez Parra? 

Vidal. 7 sefior. 

El testigo dijo que esa receta era 
para su tio ,el procesado Someillan, 
que estuyo enfermo los dias 28, 29 
ov, en su Casa, 
tarro. 

A preguntas del Fiscal, expuso que 
e! dia 20, fué al eseritorio de su tio 
& ver si habia algin recado 6 co- 
rrespendencia para él, no encontrando 
nada y pidiendo la Have al criade del 
Dr. Burgess. 

El dia 39 volvid, pues su tio le ha- 
bia encargado esiuviese al tanto del 


con un fuerte Ccata- 


giin bedeficio del sefior Someillin? 


¥0 de padecer su cliente de un cata-}; i 
Fiseal.--gPromibid . usted al eee ee 


Semel tan ’ ie suliera ala talle du-| ni 


Y | enferme. 


ascritorio durante su enfermedad, | y un 


‘ | it i nm PMS | gate : “wt 
anova, donde vivia e] sefior Somei 


im, y supo que en los dias 27, 28, 


bsisiiéndole el Dr. Parra. 


) Fiscal.—jCémo ha dicho usted que} 


se llama? 

Govin.—Félix Govin y Dominguez. 

Fiscal—Es usted Govin. 
Geclarado usted en la otra causa se- 
guida al sefior Someill4n? 

Govin.—No sefior. 

Viscal.—jNo ha recibido usted nin- | 


fovin.—No sefior. 


D. Juan Sixto Coppinger. 


Padre de la Srta. Maria Josefa €np-| 
pinger, con guien estuve en los dias 
ultimos de Junio en. casa de png 
lan, sabiendo que los dias 29° 
estaba enfermo. Conoce 4 Soeciiaa| 
hace 4 6 5 afios. 

Viscal.—jHa recibido usted algvin 
heneficio del sefior Someillan? 

Coppinger.—Si sefior, los de una 
buena amistad. 


Dr. D. Antonio 
Rodriguez Parra. 


De 46 afios, de la Habana, médico 
de Someillin, & quien asistid en los 
ultimos dias de Junio, con moti- 


tro gripposo. 


ranle 638 catarro gripposo? 

Dr. Parra.— Conto  prohibirle, 
scfior; pero si hubiese salido corrtia & 
riesgo, por su edad, de empeorarse ci 
su dolencia. 

Fiscal.—-,Qué clase de amistad Wene 
usted con el sefior Someiilin y qué 
faveres ha recibido usted de él? 

Dr. Parra.—Fuera de las reiacijones 
de cliente 4 médico no tengo ami.stad 
con el sefior Someillan y no he reci- 
bido favor ninguno de él. 


Dr. D. Joaquin 
Rodriguez Feo 


De Matanzas, de 45 afios, duefio de 
la farmacia Prado 22. 

Reconocid wa receta del Dr. Parra, 
v dijo que la fué a busear joaquin 
Vidal para el sefior Someillan, que se 
hallaba erfermo. 

Fiseal.—j,¥ éomo sabe usted que el 
que la fué a buscar se HUamaba Joa- 
quia Vidal? 

Feo.—Porgne es hijo de uma prima 
mia. 

Fiscal.— De manera gue tembién 
usted es de la familia, z¥ no ha re- 
cibido usted ningdn beneficio del se- 
for Someillin? 

Feo.—Ningtino, 


D. Joaquin Gonzalez 


De Bejucai, de 56 afios. 
Negociaba en frutas y viandas con 
la casa Someillan. 


29 y 30 estaba enfermo el procesada,4 


,¥ no has 


| 


nol 


Fué 4 busear ajt 


fia entera que 
mado con to 


Y hablé el g 
famosa Ley de 
Ley del renee 
una de las ¢ 
reinado de 
dias de Fe og 
cura de Tam 
lica; ley en mn 
rigor de aque 
prendia que i 
guto de i 
Al eg : 
espanto ee 
que se ap 
no una Ley 
dos ines ae 
" que ofrec 


biria al 
Segiin fi 

igaba un jue pi 

arviesgaba Ta 


espafioles ap 
yes rechaza 
dignidad de | 
Nacién. ok 
Ademdas es | 0 
de} letrado que 
procesos los’ s 


ra. instancia. | wt 


menzar el pro an osditelen 


venir en el a 
una cust, 
como base ¢ 
recurso de ¢ 
ejecuciéa ny | 
dena 4 Som a 
El sefior 1 
la prueba, dicier 
fundamentos ¢ ( 


Someillan 4 su escritorip el 29 para] m, 


un negocio urgente, swbre embarque 
de esas frutas y viandas, 


Fiscal,_— 
beneficto del sefior Semeillan? 
Gonzdlez.—Ningune. 
con él son de neygoctds. 

Se. termind aqui la prueba testifical, 
y el representante del Ministerio Pu- 


blico pidid al sefior Presidente ses-|¢ 


y tuvo que}i 
ir a su casa particular, porque estaba | ¢ 


—jla recibicio usted algun | 


Mis relaciones{d 


pendiese la sesién por cinco minutos | | 


ig descansar. 


A vi we Ge ' = ‘a 
¢ +4 ee ? - 
ae ae a be) a Se, ae 

mie 


* 
% ie 
& epedbe Y 
’ > 2 
ee Ra 
ae “ante te Sala 
~~. 
A, pO 


torio, ante int sla ub: 
bid | 


se ha ot a ing: 


Col ocida 


cidn, no los ¢ i 


peat i 


: ur 


© ante el audi- 
uba y la Espa- 
ore 

ue aqui no 
rata 0, 


* | 

, . 

: 

~ ss ~ ; 
a orn , ot 
O° EIT ie ER Op comet Pe 2 


al de aquella| 


: dictada en 
Darsecores del 


‘Vil, en aquellos 


por la} 


s comuneros, del } 


fa Junta Aposté- 
aba el exagerado 
10, que. no com- 
i era signo se- 
| ruina.) 
aba asombro y 
og defensa de 
bdito ameri-a- 
| Someillin 4 
une ta qué es | 
A Ags les 


he beado 6 apa-| 
> | 
I 


al reo, y 
ados s¢ COn-| 


le su defendido, 


Tica 80 que los wribunales 
a n : un extranjero le- 
moO ateniatorias 4 la 


* 108 de nuestra 


rtu ah pretension | 
2 que los actuales 
ely de prime- | 
“inti esto al co-|! 


ito, es poco serio 


9. del | juicio oral con 
@ sol lo podria servir |f 
est Pe eg entablar el ty 


a), a Atenas ju- 
frosisimo en que 


a _un Joaquin 
}- aparece como F 
eillin, y un 

} ‘de un |, 


ode 


o prend sus ne- 
» de 18 afios. 
a _banderia 


© eames que | 


ca ase circulos, se-} 


ee yy 


4 ver si babia alguna recado 0 CO- 
rrespondencia. para él, no encontrando 
nada y pidiendo la Slave al criado del 
Dr. Burgess. 

El dia 89 volvié, pues su tio le-ha-, 
bia encargado esiuviese al tanto del 
escritorio durante su enfermedad, y un 
to>-Pone» core sogiteda aletensa oes DB: 
José Someillan, je pregunto si habia 
alguna carta 6 cable para él. 

fiscal.—j Usted qué hizo? 

Testigo—Per no buscar, le dije 
primero que uo. Pero al ver su in- 
gistencia, revolyi los. papeles v encon- 
tré un telegrama que decia: Sometilan, 
Habana; y se lo entregué 4 ese se- 
for. 

Fiscal.—jUsted conocia al Pepe ese? 

Testigo.—Iba por el escritorio 4 
menudo, cuanda estaba alli el hijo de 
Someillin y decia que era pariente de 
ellos. 

Fiscal.—jY 4 ese Pepe le did usted 
el telegrama cerrado 6 abierto? 

Testigo.—Cerrado. 

iscal—,;, Era. usted dependiente, 
apoderado, 6 qué, del sefior Somei- 
lan? 

Tustigan —Le ayudaba algunas veces 
en el escritorio. 

Fisca—z,Y esa ayuda so veferja 
también 4 todos los asuntos en que 
intervenia el sefior Someillan? 

Testigo.—No sefior. Yo soy estu- 
diante de la Universidad y -cuando sa- 
lia de clase, pasaba por el escritorio 
y alll estiftiaba 6 ayudaba en lo que 
me pedia al sefior Someillan. 

Fiscal.—jLe paga 4 usted la carre- 


: 


4 
ra el sefior Someillan? 

Testigo.—No sefior, la costea mi 
madre. | 

Fiscal.—Diga el testigo, precise en 
qué operaciones, en qué diligencias, 
en qué negocios mercantiles ha inter- 
venido por mandato dei sefior Somei- 
Han. 

Testigo.—No recuerdo ahora; pero 
eran diligencias relacionadas con Ja 
casa de Comercio del sefior Somei- 
lian. 


Fiscal.—jDesde cudndo conoce us- 


}para descansar. 


ted al Pepe ese? 

Testigo.—Desde que estaba en 
escritorio el hijo de Someillan. 

Fiscal.—j;Udmo !e did usted ese te- 
legrama y como sabia usted que era 
para él? 

Testigo.—Peorque estaba 
en que lo buscara. 

__, Fiscal—jY¥ como sabia usted que 
“Pepe estaba interesado en ese +ele- 
grama? 

Testigo.—Por la insistencia con que 
me pedia que lo buscase. 

Fiscal.—z;Y Pepe ha recibido con 
anterioridad otros telegramas de us- 
ted? 

Testigo.—No sefior. 

Fiscal.—;Qué contrasefia wusaba la 
casa del setior Someillan para que us- 
ied comprendicra que ese telegrama 
era para Pepe y no para el sefior So- 
meilldn? 

Testigo.—Porque .no decia Someillan 
y Compaiiia, sino Someillin solo. 

Fiscal—z Y todos los telegramas 
que decian Someilian solo, eran para 
Pepe y no para el procesado So- 
meillan? 

Testigo.—No lo sé. 

Coincidencia. Este testigo, que fué 
sometido por el sefior Fiseal 4 un in- 
tencionadisimo interrogatorio, se llama 
Joaquin Vidal. Y el sefior Fiscal se 
liama también Joaquin Vidal. 

Kl testigo es hermano de- D. Luis 
y de D. Onofre Vidal, que fueron ci- 
lados tambien como testigos en el 
juicio. 

En la primera sesidn el Vidal que 
declaré es Onofre y no Luis, pues es- 
te se halla en Nueva York. 


DD. Félix Goin. 


De Matan2zas, de 52 a‘fos, 
Conoce al acusado pryrque ‘el testigo 
frecuentaba la casa (fe dofia Teresa 


interesa do 


| 


el 


Pay = 7 

/ Se.termiad aqui la prueba testifical, 
/ el representante del Ministerio Pi- 
bico pidié al sefior Presidente sus- 
pendiese |a sesién por cinco minuios 


Era. la una y 23. minatos. 
Antes d¢eH informe 


Durante la suspension del acto, por 
cineo minutos, el publico quedd en el 
local. 

. Empezo el cuchicheo. Unos asegura- 
ban que aunque el Fiscal no habia 
pedido la suspen ston para modificar, lo 


haria porque de la prueba traida al, 


juicio no resu‘Aaha nada contra So- 
meillan. Y sonifeian con satisfacién no 
exenta de malicia. Indudablemente te- 
nian ciertas afanidades sospechosas con 
el proceso. Otros se mostraban contra- 
riados. Tamlpién veian libre 4 Somei- 
lian de las garras de la Ley. Pero eran 
los que habian oido decir que Somei- 
lidn pertenegia 4 una junta de conspi- 
radores, y !os que eso creiin; eran los 
que observiaban aquellas idas y venidas 
de gente desafecia en el escritorio de 
Someillan, y los que las presumian; 
eran, en fin, los que consideraban al 
reo como un enemigo de la causa na- 
e1onal. 

Cesarom de pronto los murmullos. 
La Sala, el Fiscal, la defensa, todos, 
volvierom 4 ocupar sus puestos. Eran 
las dos menos cuarto de la tarde. Iba 
4 acusar 4 Someillin un Grande de la 
magistratura espafiola. 


El informe 


A medida que fué desarrollando su 
informe el sefior Vidal y Gémez, su 
semblante, dotado de una _ severidad 
simpatica, se avivaba con los tonos de 
su inspirada palabra, y la figura de 
Someillan tomaba las proporciones que 
queria darle el Fiscai, y éste, encerrado 
ea los deberes de su ministerio, iba 
cervando también, resueltamente, la 
puerta 4 toda duda. : 

Sobre una prueba de simples refe- 
rencias, de detalles pequefios, de tele- 
gramas que no sometidos 4 clave eran 
4 primera vista inocentes, sin pronun- 
ciar una palabra,,inutil, ejerciendo la 
dictadura de la elocuencia ‘y buscando 
el triunfo legitimo de la Ley; combiné 
su argumentacién el sefior Fiscal pre- 
sentando 4 los ojos de la Sala no al 
Someillin que se veia, sino al hombre 
que, 4 su juicio, estaba dentro de aquel 
hombre. 

Comenz6 pidiendo 4 la Sala que, 
aceptando los hechos como probados, 
condenase 4 Someillin 4 cadena per- 
petua, por el delito de rebelida. 

—Aun resuenan en este recinto— 
decia poco mas 6 menos el sejior Fis- 


_ 


dice que es dee 


1 gOS intiMes. Op 9 


‘ia tercera de estos debates. 


Ee Reo ee 


‘Se refiere 4 la opinion publica que 
en cafés, Cale aseos, circulos, $C- 
fiala 4 Somei 

ig a, ie 
como agente de 10: 
Dr et eg: ie? 
De la coartada d 


vy 2 ri 
” oe 


ene 
4) ye 
‘ 
a> ov ahead 


 eomo separatista y 


} conspiradores. 2 
de la enfermedad, | 


as 
- =e 


sclarada por testizos.co-| 
ino Govin y Ores, que son todos amir} 

del ptwce- 
sado. , 

—Los Govin y los. Someillin, nom-; 
bres que sé eMeuentran juntos en las| 
piginas de este proceso, como siuetas 
obscuras en relacion con la claridad de 
los incendios. 

Hace referencia al anterior proceso 
seguido 4 Someéillan, en unida de su 
hijo y de D. Mareos Rodriguez Molina, 
y del cual constan antecedentes en el 
sumario. 

Negd importancia y crédito 4 la de- 
claracion notarial, prestada en Cayo 
ltueso, por D. José Someillan. 

En resumen, él Sr. Vidal tomo to- 
dos los datos, combiné todas las prue-| 
-bas, presentO6 & Someillan como un 
conspirador formidable, dando impul- 
so, desde la ciudad;a la ola_ revolu- 
cionaria. En la pimtura de este cua- 
dro, dentro de cuyo marco aparecia 
Someillan, el Sr, Vidal estuvo tan ins- 
pirado como en aquellos debates don. 
de nos retrataba Sanguily, eterno} 
rebelde, con Yara en el pasado, é lba-| 
rva en el porvenir. 

Termind Vidal diciendo 4 la Sala 
que no guardasé consideracién alguna 
a Someillan porque Someillin no la 
tuvo, y que habja ‘que oxtirpar 4 los 
que eternizan la guerra en la ciudad, | 
pues de lo contrarioserian iniutiles las | 
heroicidades del'campo de batalla. 

Agregd que efa preciso ver la per- 
sonalidad de la parte ofendida, que 
no habia palabras bastante grandes 
para pronunciar su nombre: la Patria, 
que no puede set postergada 4 los 
convencionalismos ni al dolor de otrag, 
madres y Otros hijos; y que cra necesa- 
rio salvar el fin social, condenando 4 
Someillan, actor principal en la actual 
tragedia. 

—De esta mamera,—-concluyd el Sr. 
Vidal,—se satisfard a la Ley, 4 la Jus-{ 
ticia y 4 la Patria y se  probara la 
magestad. inmaculada de la nacion es- 
pafiola. 

El iaforme del Sr. Vidal no necesi-| 
ta mds comentarios que los que ya} 
hemos expuesto. Someilldn quedé pri-| 
sionero de la @locuencia y de los ar- 
gumentos del Fiscal de S. M. 

Por lo avanzado de.la hora,—las 4] 
y media,—dejé su informe. el Sr. Mesa | 
y Dominguez, para la sesién de hoy, | 
ty ; 


~ 


en 


a 


cal—los ecos de otros debates que 
guardan analogia com los de este pro- 
ceso. Se parecen mucho, aunque se] 
separan los extremos. Aili, como aqui, | 
el drama es igual. La catdstrofe, del 
mismo género, Se siente en su dega- 
rrollo la lesion de la Patria, aconse 


jjada por la ingratitud y sostenida port 


la perfidia. Alli uno que fué nuestro 
enemigo, exponiendo su vida como la 
expone un soldado en ei campo de 
batalla. Aqui, otro que sirve 4 su causa 
con su imaginacidon. 

—En Sanguily—agregaba el sefior 
Vidal—se ve el entusiasmo del sectario, 
el fanatismo del politico, al rebelde 
que responde con arrogancia: «—Soy 
lo que fui, y se ve fo que soy.» Con 
los hdbitos que la campafia da al que 
la ha hecho, se preparaba para volver 
4 batallar. En Someillan se siente al 
laborante de la ciudad, y es en este 
caso un anciano que, sin fuerzas para 
combatir, conspira en la sombra y nie- 
ga sus ideas. Este reo obscuro traba- 
jaba en distinta forma, no bataliaba, 
laboraba de uma manera oculta. Como 


visima 


para Sanguily y para Somei-| 
lan. * ) 
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Arnauta. 


final del drama, la misma pena gra-| 
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Tercera sesién de los de- | 
bates.—Mesa y Donmzin-}" 
guez en defensa de So-|m 
meillan.—Brillante in-|} 


forme. —-- Rectificacién 
del Sv. Fiscal de S. M. 
—-Autecedentes.—-Una 
protvesta: 


La sesi6n de ayer 


Bien pensé el sefior Mesa y Domin- 
gucz, en la tarde dal sabado, cuando 
de}d su informe para el dia de ayer, 
‘unes. Acababa de hablar el ‘sefior i- 
dal, y la atmésfera estaba cargada con 
jas nubes. amontonadas sobre la cabe- 
za de Someillin por la magnifica acu- 
sacion del Fiscal de 8. M. , 

«Puesto el talento del sefior Mesa y 
Dominguez al servicio de la desgracia»,. 
—-como repetidas veees dijo el sefor 
Vidal,—necesitaba que en su nobilisi- 
“ma obra fueran edtoplicas  aquellas. 
horas que interrumpian el curso de 
los debates. Pero cuando se habla co- 


mo hablé el sefior Vidal, es muy difi-4 


cil que el tiempo sirva de esponja 
para borrar recuerdos que no se des- 
vanecen faicilmente., 

Sin embargo, el sefior Mesa hizo 
cuanto le fué posible para salir airoso 
de su dificil empresa. Nosotros le he- 
nos oido muchas veces,.y confesamos 
qué nunca nos parecidé mas inspirado 
que en la sesidn ayer. Ls claro; elo- 
cuencia obliga. 

Comenzd el sefior Mesa diciendo que 
tenia la plena conviccién de la ino- 
cencia de Someillin, y que la ha ro- 
bustecido eoa el examen de la prueba 
y las sesiones del juicio oral. 

Discurrid sobre la hermosa acusa- 
cidn del sefior Fiscal y dijo que le 
hacia el efecto de un Kkaleidoscomo, 
en el cual, simples pedazos de vidrio 
sislados, al combinarse, formaban un 
bonito efecto: y que asi, el sefior Vi- 
dal, construyé sobre la nada un con- 
junto de cargos. formidables. 

Insistid en su opinidn sobre la Ley 
de 4821, de la que dijo que si por 
una parte era inferior 4 la vigente, 
en cambio no dejaba entregado al acu- 
sado ii los jueces como sucede con el 
actual procedimiento. Con aqueltla fey, 
jos testigos tienen que declarar, desde 
e] sumario, 4 presencia del precesado. 

Sobre este extremo dijo que les testi- 
gos del expediente de policia, no tu- 
vieron cl valor de sostener ante la‘Sa- 
la todo lo que dijeron primeramente, 
y gue la fama publica, podia ser pro- 
diicto de la animosidad ayena, de 
alguien empefiado em perjudacar al 
neusado, quizds porque éste s¢ Oponia 
4 alguno de sus designios: que esa 
fama publica empezaba por, un chis- 
me de vecindad, al que segofa un ru- 
mor, vy luego sé creaba la atmosfera 
insana al rededor del procesado. 

Sobre las instrucciones fitmadas en 
46 de Junio por el cabecilla, Salvador 


de Castroverde explicd el Sr, Mesa que|zanova, y 10s owos ; 
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Sana de 1879, pertenectentes, como se’ 


pbte del puerto para mas 
El puerto es el que Vd. sefiala ca sv 


PR kA Cm Rien aE: 
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mn pare 


Ingpectog del Reconocimiento de Bu- 
) lo era entonces D. José Tru- 


A, sin pasaporte. | : 
+ El Sr. Trujillo obedecia orde- 
os del general Martinez Campos, y 
gta Autoridad las did 4 virtud de 1&- 
ezrama del Consul espafiol en Key 
est, 

'f Registrado Rodriguez Molina se ‘le 
contraron unos treimta benos, de 4 
pesos, de la Empresa Maritima Cu- 


vé, 4 la Revotucién pasada, y las car- 
tas sigutentes, entre unos ,papeles re- 
ferentes ala testamentaria de dofia 
Inocencia Casanova. 


Carta & Charles Govin, 
IWew York. 


« Amigo Charles:, Ya le habra_ vis. 
to la Sra. del Dr. R. G. Yo le rape- 
tiré aqui el aviso que ella le dara y 
que consiste: 

1.° Que procure Vd. avisar cuanto 
antes 4 M. G. y & A. M. que por me- 
diacion de Vd. pueden comuniecarse 
conmigo. 

2° Que P. D. convenga en un mes 
de plazo en estar vigilando el puerto 
que indica para recibir clementos, Ei 
mes debe contarse desde cl dia quae 
fije Don P. Y que ratifique el pom- 
seguridird. 


ultima. 

8.0 Que pucde V. aceptar come mia} 
toda comunicacién 6 todo envio que] 
desde Tampa haga F. F., agente de ioda| 
probidad y confianza 4 quien he dado 
su direcciéon. 

Pronto contestaré en restimen todas 
sus ultimas, incluyendo comprobantes. 
Hoy el quehacer me abruma y na 
hay tiempo para mas. De V. afectis.iic 
Jh. Abue. : 

Este Charies Govin ha muerto en la 
manigua de hevridas recibidas enh un 
encuentro con el general Lipcz Ochoa. 

Carta 4 don Francisco Chenard, que 
decia en el sobre con lipiz: Para 
Chenard. 

Ainigo Pancho: Todo sigue bien por 
aqui, muy tranquilo. Que sabroso cres; 
le digiste al abogado de la calle de) 
Neptuno que me habias dejado 300) 
pesos por si necesitaha algo. ;Oue di-| 
nero es este? Al fin le di $42-40 y 
te lo cargué 4 tu cuenta, al menos 
que tu quieras coger de los fondos 
de C. que tu sabes son para remitir 
a su destino y no podemos tocarlos, 
y para eso con lo de esta semana no}. 
queda tanto; pues mando 5 tercios de}. 
tripa y 2 cajas de medicinas en’ la 
voleta Julia. Hoy picnso ir a ver a 
Emilio. Memorias 4 todos y 4 Manuel 
qué tal de casquillo Tuyo. Lo» - | 

Fueron estos los documentos copi- 
dos 4 Rodriguez Molina, quien dijo’ 
se los habian dado Someillan, padre, 
y Someillén, hijo. Se detavo a éstos 
y se formd -causa 4 los tres por} 
rebelidn. = 

Don José Manuel Govin declaré ante} 
el notario don Leopoldo de Avrastia, | 
en Nueva York, que al salir de laf 
Habana su esposa dofia Celina Caga-} 
nova, dejé olvidados en casa de su} 
tia dofia Comcepcién Casanova esos} 
papeles que se referian los, unos 4 la} 
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lestamentaria de dofia Inocencia { 
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‘as mJ 
ducto de la animosidad ayena, de 
algwien empefiado en perjudicar al 
-aeusado, quizds porque éste 8¢ Oponia 
-€ alguno de sus designios: gue esa 
famu publica empezaha por un chis- 
me de vecindad, al que segofa un cu- 
mor, v juego sé creaba la atmosfera 
insana al rededor del procesado, 

Sobre las instrucciones firmadas en 
AG de Junio por el cabecilia} Salvador 
de Castroverde explico el Sr. Mesa que. 
‘po-eeo-pouble sn relacién.con—elb.4e-4 
legrama que se dice recibigo por 5o- 
mcillin, por jas siguientes razopes de 
fecha: 

Castroverde se presenté-dindulto, y 
el 27 de Junio salié para Naw-York 
en el vapor «Orizabay, que no toca 
ei Cayo-flueso, y tegaria el dia 1° 4 
New-York. j;Cimo es posible, dice el 
sefior, Mesa, que Castroverde pusiera 
un cable ec! 29 en Cayo-thueso, el dia 
29 ge Junio, que es la facha que tie- 
ne el telegrama firmado Clark? 

Niega autoridad al criado del Dr. 
Burgess, porque éste diya que recibid 
de un ordenagza de telégrafos el ca- 
ble referido, sicndo domingo, y que al 
dia siguiente, lunes, lo entregé a So- 
meillin. Sobre esto, dijo el letrado. 
que ahi estaba el calendario, en el 
cual el domingo fué dia 28, no 29 y 
esta ultzma es la fecha del telegrama 
que no se iba 4 recibir/en la Haba- 
fa un dia antes de ser expedido en 
Cayo-Hueso, 

Dijo que el Fiscal se ha dejado se- 
ducir por los nombres de los Govin, 
los Casahova y los Someillin, que 
aparecen en la causa  sobreseida, la 
cual alegd que no puede servir de an- 
tecedente desfavorable mi de cargo pa- 
ra el reo, puesto que el auto de 
sobreseimiento era por falta de prue- 
bas. 

Después de tocar todos los cargos 
expuestos por el Fiscal de 8S. M.; el 
sefior Mesa terminé ga_brillantisimo 
informe diciendo que él Horaba tam- 
bién sobre aquellas lagrimas que evo- 
eaba el Fiseal, y que confiaba en 
los Magistrades integérrimes y honra- 
dos que formaban el Tribunal, _por- 
gue ellos no iban alli dispuestes 4 
condenar sin pruebas, sino 4 pesarlas 
con conciencia y 4 aplicar la Ley. 

El sefior Mesa estuvo a envidiable 
altura, en el examen de la prueba y 
en la cuestidn de derecho, y demos- 
trd que su valor profesional esté por 
encima de las conjeturas ofensivas, 
emboscadas en akevoso acecho. El 
Miscal tiene la conviccién de que el 

rocesado es culpable y acusd; el de- 
buial crée que es inocente y lo de- 


i 


; 


fendio. 
juicio mientras la Sala no falle, que 
ait ella no liegan las olas de las 
pasiones humanas, y su sentencia sera 


como siémpre una obra de honrada 


rectitud y de sana justicia: basta de-! 
cir que es ponente el Sr. D. Ricardo} 


Maya. 


Nadie tiene derecho a formar | 


toy ' 
» vr . : Fe 


vy se ‘orme¢c 
rebelidn. 


el notario don Leopoldo de Arrastia, 
en Nueva York, que al salir de la 
Habana su ésposa dofia Celina UCaga- 
nova, dejé olvidados en casa de su 
tia dofia Comcepcion Uasanova esos 
papeles que se referian los,unos a la 
lestamentaria de dofia Inocencia 
ganova, y 10s Olvos perieneciaa a ‘un 


* 


pasada guerra; y agregé que Someillan 
ignoraba el contenido de aquellos 
sobres cerrados. | 

Los peritos cotcjaron fa letra de tos 


no encontraron parecilo; y la Sala 
roa,-Maya y Valdés Pagés, 4 peticion 
del Fiscal don Belisavio Alvarez y 
Céspedes, decretd cl sobreseimiento 
por falta de pruebas y la libertad de 
los procesados en 1° de Abril de 1890 


Una pretesta 


Contra el auto de la Sala declaran- 
do no haber lugar i la peticién del 
sefior Mesa de que forinasen el Tribu- 
nal 6 magistrados, entre ellos el re- 
gente, ha establecido el letrado su 
correspondiente protesta,* que fué ad- 
mitida por la Sala. 


Arnautd. 


~de docutrentos de ja: 


Don José Manuel Govin deckaré ante 


Someillan con la de las dos cartas y}, 


formada por los sefiores Mendo Figue-,|, 


| 


—— 
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Rectificé energicamente él Fiscal cier- 
tos puntos de la defensa, diciendo, en- 
ire otras cosas, gue el delito de re- 
belién no es un delito politico, sino 
un delito comun, al que son anexos 
el asesinato, la wolacién y el incendio, 
¥ que los sefiores de la Sala no po- 
dian olvidarse d@ que vivian dentro 
del movimiento sactonal; que la gue- 
rra no se acabarit sino se concluye 
con los que fomejtan la rebelién en 
ja sombra, y que el Tribunal tenia el 
deber de auxiliar ta vigorosa accién 
de ja Autoridad Gibernativa: 

Rectificd tambich brillantemente. el 


sefior Mesa, y quelé concluso el jui~} 
cio para sentencia, después de mani-| 
festar el sefior Sompillan que estaba} 
copforme con todo l¢ expuesto por su} 


ietrado defensor. | 
Antecedentes. 


de sobreseimiento 4 qe 
do en sus informes el 
fonsor de Someillin; | 

El 15 de Enero de | 


Hueso y Tampa el va 


are | 
Para completar nuegra informacidn, | 
publicamos los antecedentes del auto} 


se han referi-| 
Fiscal y el de-| 


, 4 las 2 de} 
a tarde, hora en que jirtia para Cayo} 
Olivelle, el 
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| El proceso 
Someillan. 


LA SENTENCIA, 


Ponencia.del Sr. Maya. 


Ayer, 4 las 12 y media de la ma- 
fiana, fué .leida en Audiencia publi- 
ca, en la Sala 1* de lo Criminal la 
sentencia cendenatoria de D. Luis Se- 
meillan’ y Azpeitia, debida 4 km idus- 
irada poneneia del recto, ‘tegro y 
expcrto Magistrado, i Ricardo Maya. 

Como se ve, ‘a sutencia ha sido 
dictada de conformidad con Ja magis- 
tral acusacién del htmo. Fiscal de 
S. M., D. Joaquin Vidal y Gomez. 


Hé aqui la sentencia: 


En la ciudad de la Habana 4 catorce de 
Enero de «mi! uchocientos noventa y siete, 
vista la cause que procedente det Juzgado. 
de Instrnccidn de Guadalupe se sigue en- 
tre partes, de la una el Ministerio Fisoal 
y de la otra el Procurador D. Nicolas 
Sterling, con la direceién del Letrado don 
Antonio Mesa y Vominguez en nombre y 
wepreseatacién del procesado D- Luis So- 
meitilan y Azpeitia, hija de D, Mateo y¥ 
autia EKvarista natural de la Habana, vie 
do, de cincuenta y cuatro afios de edad, 


del comercio y vecino de Obispo veinte y | 


uno, con instruccién y sin antecedentes 
penales, preso y procesado por rebelion, 
Ku cuya causa y sustanciacidn se han obser- 
vaio los tramites legales: Siendo ponente 
6l Sr. Magigtrado D. Ricardo Maye. 
Primero. Resultando probado que, don 
Luis Someillan y Azpeitia, natural de esta 
Isla y subdito espafiol hasta el afio de 
1876, obtuve carta de ciudadania de los 
Estudos Unides en veinte y tres de No- 
viembre de dicho afio y se trasiadd a esta 
ciudad donde fundé una casa de comercio 
bago la razon social de Someillan y Com- 
Pafiia, que ha venido desde entonces de- 
dicandose a comisiones mercantiles, y cu- 
‘ya oficina 6 escritorio estaba instalada en 
el piso alto del niimero veintiuno de la 
calie del Obispo, donde el procesado no 
tenia su residencia ni la de la familia. 
Seguude. Resultaado probado que en 
seis de Julio de mil ochocientos noventa 
'y seis, el celador del barrio del Templete 
ancod expediente de order del Jefe de Po- 
licla de esta capital para averiguar si don 
Luis Semeilian habia tomado parte y au- 
xiliado a la rebelién separatista, y al efec- 
to recibié deciaraciones @ los vecinos mas 
inmediates 4 su escritorio, al portero de 
la casa, ai vigilante Soler y al alealde de 
barrio y todos manifestaroa que en el 
concepto puviico era tenido come desa- 
fecto al gobierno espaiiol, dando alguno 
eomo fundamento dc su opinion, ei hecho 


de quc abandoud la nacionalidad en que’ 


habia vivide por la de los Estados Unidos, 
Y que segun versidn general, pertenecia 
@ la Junta Revolucionaria y se ocupaba 
en reciutar gente para la insurreccion, 
viéndose frecuentemente, cntrar personas 
gospechlosas en el escritorio, por lo cual 
estaba sujeto hacia algun tiempo @ la vVi- 
@ilancia de la poiicia, cuyo cometido de- 
scmpofiaba el agente D. Salvador Soler. 
Tercero. Resultando probado, que 6n 
muince de Enero de mil ochocientos no- 
venta y seis, se instruyd en el Juzgado de 
la Catedral, causa por rebelion contra D, 
Marcos E. Rodriguez, D. LuisSomeilian Y1- 
dal y D. Luis Soweillan, Azpeitia por haber 
encontrado en poder de aquél, documentos 
de caracter revolucicunario quc el primero 
habia recibido del escritorio de los segun- 
dos, cuyo procuse termind por auto de 
sobreseimiepte pPovisional con el funda 
mente de que no resultaba bien y debida- 
mente gémprebado el delito por mas que 
hubliefa motivos racionales para Soppec 
‘la conducta de les tres procesa 
y 2ugto. Re sittirdd’ prabace ° 
jos primeros dias de Julio se ocupd a 
un prisionero de guerra por fuerzas del 
Ejército a las ordenes dei coronel D, Gui- 
tiermo Tort, el siguiente documerto que 
ocupa el folio 184.—Ilnstrucciones que de- 
ben observarse para el buen exito de la 
expedicion: A mi salidade Nueva York 6 
Cayo Hueso, pondré un telegrama a la 
persona que me indique el C, delegado de 
Hacienda de la Habaua, Al segundo dia de 
mi salida y por si el primer telegrama 
hubiese safrido estravio @ demora, orde- 
garé telegraiiar lo mismo @ otra persona 
gue tambien me indicara el C. Delegado 
de Hacienda. La formula de estesera «Ma- 
tilde se casa tal cual dia», Cuando llegue 
el telegrama 4 manos del C, Delegado, éa- 
te lo poadra en conosimiento del GC. 
yor General date. ne ia ou % 
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en ese ok, ee que los cables dirigidos 
Someiflan-Habana, los ha devuelto siempre 
directamente 6 por conducto de los orde- 
nanzas por entender que no venian diri- 
,gidos a él, habiéndolo hecho saber 4 las 
personas que con él tienen negocios 
que su direccién es Someillan y Cvm- 
pana. 

Octavo. Resultande probado que todos 
los telegramas dirigidos “Someilian” han si- 
do entregados en el escriterio de Someillan 
y Compaiiia, sin que conste fuera ninguno 
devuelto al cable ni directamenté ni por 
mediaciOn de los ordenanzas de aquel cen: 
tro, y que’ aquella era la unica direccién 
que traian cuantos cables se Hevaron 4 la 


.| calle de Obispo numero veinte y uno. 


Noveno. Resuitande-qre el dia treinta 
¥ uno de julioen declaiacion solicitada por 
el procesado manifesté que el veinte y 
siete de junio se retiry errermo del as- 
critorio & su.domicilio en ol cual perma- 
neciO sin salir hasta oi primero de julio 
cuys axcuipacion reiterd én el juicio oral, 
citando para justiticarlo a dofia ‘Teresa 
Cssanova viuds do Vidal, sw enfada, en 


4} ouyy casa vivie; asuedtijos. dou Puis y don 


Snore Vidal + Casanova, al doctor doa 
Antonio Parra cao lo asistio, 4 don Juan 
y dnfia Maria Coppinger, a don Félix Go- 
vin y 4 don Jeaquin Gonzalez que fué a 
oe de negocios durante su enferme- 

aa. 

Décimo. Resultando probado que e! dia 
veinte y oche de junio fué asistido el pre 
cesado en su hahitacion do la ealle de Con- 
cordia numero 46 par el doctor Rodriguez 
Parra quien por eneontrario acatarfaio le 
propino un gwlorifico, recomendandole 
permaneciera 6n casa, sin que volviese a 
ver al enfermo. 

Onceno. Resultando, que don Joaquin 
Gonzalez sijc haber estade por la mafiana 
el freinta de janio cn et domieilio del acu- 
sado para que le diera la orden de entre 
ga de frutos, regocio que sostiene cou *o- 
meillaa hace doce afios y lo encontrd aca- 
tarrado en cuye estado lo vieron también 
don Juan Cepninger y don Félix Govin el 
dia 29. 

Duodécimo. Resuitando qne de les pa 
rientes del acusado, la dofia Teresa Casa- 
nova dice que Someillan no salid de caga 
por el ecatarro durante los diag veinte ‘y 
ocho al treinta; don Luis Vidal que uo de- 
claro en el juicio porque no asistid a él, 
habitante de la misma casa, cree recordar 
haber oido decir que su tio Someillan es- 
taba acatarrado y que lo veia por la no- 
che; y su hermano Onofre de diez y seis, 
afios declara que el tio estuvo enfermo y 
en cama durai:ute los dias veinte y ocho 
veinte y nueve y treinta, 

Décimo tercero. Resultando probado que 
el dos de jutio se transmitio por el cable 
de la Habana a Cayo Hueso el siguiente te- 
legrama:—“someillan”, Cayo Hueso.—Diga 
Pancho perdié Pepe vapor aplacen matrimo- 
nio domingo—A!lfredo.—Alfredo Gomez, Lam- 
pariila 76.—Siendo iguaimen(e cierto taii> 
bien por confesion del acusado que su hi- 
jo y dos 6 tres parientes mas del mismo 
apellido vivian en Cayo Hueso a la sazon. 


1 29 por Sulli- 
vaa, hoy casd Matilde. Y@fark; cuyo des 
tinatario ni vive ni ha vivido. jamas en el 
domicilio indicade ni nadie le vonoce. 

Décimo quinte. Resultando, que en oche 
de agosto, vino 4 deciarar a instancia de 
la defensa de Someillau sa sobrino don 
Joaquin Vidal y Cassnova, de diez y echo 
aiios de edad cuya declaracion reiterosn 


bar | al juicio oral y, dijo que cle ata do jubile 
one © oy rio SU. UR, POrgths “Base 
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poderes para todo Jo que ocurriera no obs- 
tante estar alli el dependiente don José 
Larocha y habiendo liegade un tal Pepe a 
quien conoce de vista, en busca de un te- 
legrama que para él debia haberse recibi- 
do, bused y encontro en efecto dentro de 
la carpeta un cable cerrado, dirigido “§So- 
meillan” que entrego al Pepe porque di- 
cho individuo afirmaba que era para él: 
lo abrio, léyé y dijo que era . en ate 
el que él buscaba y se marcho, 

Décimo sexto. Resultando, que con el es- 
crito de conclusiones dela defensa se presen- 
to un Acta extendida por el Notario de K 
West Don Ramén Alvarez, que contiene 
declaraciones de don José yo gee < 
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ag Considerando que al atribuir/ 


{intefeses de Espafia no andaba ciertamen- 
ite desacertade porque ese 
4 cionalidad sin causa 


Ala evan 


© | pechar de la ve 


- wero o~ os “= meee. 


arene , eee en F ’ 
RO SPC RIN UNA: ERIM phase Stn NRE ee neta Nema i bf NAT NG EN ALON TE A OE A AOI IE OT LOE EAE LLL G LEGION ER PLE ALN 


he absolucién del procesado por no ser 4 


gu juicio culpable det delito que se le im- 


‘el tumor publico 4 don Luis Someillan y 
Azpeitia ; in & la causa a los 


na- 
justificada que lo ex 
racional sospecha de que, , 
quien rompe de ese modo con sus tradi- 
¢iones y su hnstoria, hacelo edio 6 in- 
‘(iferengia al menos 4 la antigua 

para continuar en el goce sin embargo de 


| edad spafio- 
razon el 
fermento separatista de que ¢s vivo y per- 
sonal ejempio, 

Segundo. Considerando: que de estos 
antecentes no se debe ni se puede pres- 
cindir porque la Ley de procedimientos 
en sus articulos 377 y 378, impone e) de- 
ber de inquirir la conducta y moralidad 
de los. procesados y sus antecedentes pe- 
nales y aunque & no se impuso a don 
Luis Someillam en la anterior causa con- 
tra el seguida por rebelidn los términos én 
que esta. concebido el auto de sebre- 
seimiento indican dudas vehementes de} 
su delincuencia que en aquel caso iba a-| 
parejada con ja praeba del delito, y. ser} 
mejantes dudas corroboran ¢l rumor pu-| 
blico y coniciden con los recelog que en} 
el vecindario surgieron, y si el cambio de; 
nacionalidad inexplicable 6. inexplicado re- 
presenta un indicio de probable hostilidad 
a Espafia porque hechos semejantes no se 
realizan al acaso, sus actos posteriorss ar- 


. 


plique sugiere la 


q 


rania, y queda fuera de dud» que D. 
Luis Soméillan eta ur elemento y un au: 
xiliar apto y convencide con que contaba 
la rebelion en Cuba. 

Toreero Considerando que descifrado y: 
eclurado el slegrar 
de Jumio por el ¢ 
| prisionero, 3 ovidente que . el -procesade: 
fué li persona designada al firmante de 
aqueilas instrucciones. para dirigirle el 
despache anunciador de la salida la 
expedicion filibustera, lo cual entrafia na- 
tuvalmente no sdlo comunidad de ideag 


: Tamme 
of 3 


el 


-}sino el coneierto previo punible de con- 


eyrrie y coadyuvar y procurar mayores 
elementos a la imsurrecciOu, que le cons 
tituys responsxb:3 del delito de’ rebe~ 
lion. | 
Ty 


D. Luis. someiilas y Azpeitia yoluataria 
y maliciosamente én la remisién del avi- 
so de la expédicion & lasfuerzas rebeldes 
que habian de recibirla, no sdle realizaba 
un acto de verdadero sostenimiento de la 


que & la par determinaba ol animo 4@ los 


belidu desembarcando en las costas de Cu- 
ba, porque seguramente que sin la absoluta 
cOiiilanza en su adhesion y eficacia no se 
habrian arriesgade a salir de Cayo Hueso 
Feomo pretendiayy ante el temor de que 
faltssen algunas de las precanciones cui- 
dedosaments impuestas por el documento 
trascrito en el cuarto resultando. 


es prueba ineguivoca el telegrama dirigi- 


ee I a 


culo 79, haciendo 


rebeldia en armas ea aguella fecha, sina} 


que iban a emprender eitamixzo de la re-|} 


Quinto Considerande que del cumpli-| 
miento del auxilio culpable de Someilian | 


do desde la Habana 4 Cayo Hueso en dos] 
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caciéu de la menor 
r no concurrir ireunstancias agravan- | 


Décimotercero. Considerands, 
pago de costas es responsabilidad i 
& la criminal, 

Vistos los articulos 1 — 26 — 53 — 237) 
—n° 1°-- 238 — y demas de uplicacion ge- | 
neral: Failamos que debemos condeuar 
y condenamos 4 D. Lais Someilida y Az- 
peitia 4 la pena de CADENA PERPETUA, 
accésorias de interdiccién civil, sujecién a 
la vigilaneia de la autoridad durante su 
vida y, caso de indulto de la pena 
principal, la de inhabilitacion perpetua ab. 
soluta y sujecién & la vigilancia de la au- 
toridad por el tiempo de su vida, si no 
se hubieren remitido estas pemas acceso- 
rias en el indulto, y al pago do bas costas. 

Asi por esta nuestra sentencia lo pro- 
nunciamos, mandamos y firmamos,—Fede- 
rico Enjuto, Ricardo Maya, Juan Valdés | 
Pagés, Francisco Noval y Marti, José Novo. 

Leida y publicada fué la anterior sen- 
tencia por el sefior magistrade ponente 
en audiencia publica del dia de su fecha. 
=Certifico..Habana 14 de enero de 1897. 
«Ei Secretario de Sala, Ledo, José L. 
Odoardo. : o 
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guyen manifiesto éncono contra su sobe- 


ma de veinte y nueve) 
lento ocupado 4 un} 


Cuarto Considerando que al intervenir | 


aplazamiento de la exp 
bablemente del acusado, 
otro Someiilan s¢ difige, pero aunque asi 
no fuera, bastaria el reeibc y trasmisién 
del primer despacho para que su culpa- 
bilidad pudiera defipizse con acierto y con 
justicia, como a0xilar criminal de la in- 
surreccion, vi 
constituye igual’ vielento a 


icion, obra pro- 


y determino al nuéleo insurrecto de Cayo 
Hueso con la cooperactén ofrecida yous 
jos rebeldes 


rue 


aes 


tas utilizadas sucesivamente- por la des- 
eonfianza natural del que falta a la ver- 
dad, y coneltin de que ia deficiencia de la 
una recibiera el apoyo y la fuerza dela 
siguiente; y asi 8 Rota, que cuando su 
negativa sobre el recibe del telegrama de 
los conjurados de Cayo Hueso se ve con- 
wradicha por la terminante declaracion 

pe domostrar con-sus’ fami- 


azon 46 la debilidad- 6 inefice- 
cia de esta prueba, tlega hasta inducir en 


re reo de dee GS 
que se encuentra del alcance de los 
tribunales espafioles, prucbas todas que 
conviene analizar quidadosa y dotenida- 
mente. \ 

Septimo Consideramdo, que aun hecha 
abstraccién del lagg de parentesco que 


va y coa sus hijoy y esto por si solo 
‘constituiria un motivo racional para sos- 


prescindiendo 


Le 


de lo _ dijeron; 
también do ia intimidad 
vi e. vida | 
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de Julio indicaado Ja conveniencia del} 


puesto que a} 


porqus’ cada grapo armadoj 
ue 4 la so-| 
berania de Espafia, y Sumeilian promovio | 


su beneficio 4 que implicitamente se decla- | 
José Someilian, 


une a Someillan con doa Teresa Casano- | 


olf 


yy dirigir hacia estas 
he ri 
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Jos primeros dias de Julio se ocupd 
un prisionero de guerra por fuerzas del 
Ejército a las drdenes dei coronel D, Gui- 
Hiermo Tort, el siguiente documento que 
ocupa el folio 184.—Instrucciones que de- 
ben observarse para ei buen éxito de ia 
expedicion: A mi salidade Nueva York 6 
Cayo Hueso, pondré un telegrama a ia 
persona que me indique el C, delegado de 
Hacienda de la Habana. Al segundo dia de 
mi salida y por siel primer telegrama 
hubiese sufrido estravio 6 demora, orde- 
maré telegrafiar lo mismo a otra persona 
que también me indicara el C. Delegado 
de Hacienda, La formula de éstesera «Ma- 
tilde se casa tal cual dia». Cuando llegue 
el telegrama 4 manos del C. Delegado, és- 
te lo pondra en conocimiento del C. Ma- 
yor General Jefe de la provincia y del C. 
eomandante Ramon Mentero; ei C. Mayor 
General Aguirre mandara al lugar de la 
cita y 4 las ordenes del ©. comandante 
Montero, dos cscuadrones que deberan lie 
gar a éste al oscurecer del dia sefalado 
para el desembarque. Uno de los eseua- 
drones debera colocarse emboscado en el 
lugar ya convenido con el C, comandante 
Moutero y el otro escuadron acampara en 
la playa y estara dispuesto para el desa- 
lijo. Deberan lievarse ocho mulos 6 caba- 
lios con sus aparejos y serones correspon- 
dientes para trasportar aquellas mercan- 
cias que por su yolumen sean dificiles de 
lievar por delante. Una vez en la playa, 
se colocaran tres centinelas en un Prisco 
4 cincuenta metros de elevacion, los cua- 
les encenderan (3) fres hachones a dos 
varas uno de otro, dejandolos encendidos 
hasia que se consuman. Cada hora y has- 
ta que estemos 4 la vista, repetiran esta 
misma operaciéa para tener la seguridad 
nosotros de que no hay novedad en tierra 
Y que nos estan esperando. En caso de 
que, desde la costa se divisen luces de va- 
ores 6 cafioneros, esperaran los centinelas 
basis que desaparezcan éstos para hacer 
las sefiaiegs. Nuestro barco no traera luces, 
asi es que no podra apercibirse hasta que 
esté muy cerca de tierra, En caso de que 
para mi regreso hayan fortificado la pla- 
ya 6 mecrodeen por esos conéornos tropas 
espafiolas que impidan 4 las nuestras acer- 
carse & la costa, el C, comandante Mon- 
tero elegira otro punto en la misma y 
desde éste me hara las sefiales convenidas 
la embarcacion, 

n caso de mal tiempo y que ala vista 
esté la imposibilidad de desembarcar la 
noche dela cita, se haran lus sefiales la 
siguiente noche y todas jas consecutivas 
hasta que el'tiemp rmita el desembar- 
oo. Sin que yo vea jos tres (3) hachones 
encendidos cada hora como tengo adverti- 
‘do, no dirigiré la embareacién 4 tierra. 
Por ningun concepto se mc haran las se- 
fiales convenidas, si no estan en la playa 
nuestras fuerzas para proteger la expedi- 
eidn. Solo siguiendo mis instrucciones al 

ié de la letra, me haré responsable de 
o que pueda sucedernos y garantizaré el 
éxito de la empresa; de lo contrario, quie- 
ro que conste, quedo exento detoda res- 
ponsabilidad. P. y L. en campafa, Junio 
diez y seis de mil ochocientos noventa y 
seis.—EE] Comandante Jefe de E. M., & de 
Castroverde—Al C, Delegado de Hacienda 
—José Maria Bolafios. 

Quinto, Resultando probado que en 
veinte y nueve de Junio se recibid en la 
estacidn del Cable, el siguiente tele- 

rama: Cayo Hueso—recibido en la Ha- 

aa en Junio 29--Someilian. Habana.-- 
Diga Alfredo avise José Maria Matil- 
de se casa jueves, conteste fsi asistira. 
—Clark.—Cuyo despacho fué llevado al es- 
critorio de Someiilan y C* por el orde- 
nanza del cable don José Pereira que lo 
devalvid al centro telegrafico por estar 
cerrada ia oficina del destinatario, haecién- 
dolo asi constar al respaldo del recibo; pe- 
ro poco después lo llevo de nuevo el 
otro vrdenanza don Pedro Gonzalez Brey, 
y éste logré que lo recibiera, firmara el 
recibo y abonara su importe don Manuel 
Diaz Armesto criado del doctor americano 
Burguess, que tiene también su escritorio 
en la wisma casa, y quedé encargado de 
entregarlo 4 Someillan guardandolo mien- 
tras tanto dicho Diaz en su propia ‘habi- 
cidn. 

sexto. Resultando probado que al dia 
signiente treinta, cuando don Luis Somei- 
llan liegd & su despacho le entregd perso- 
nalmente Diaz Armesto ese telegrama sien- 
do el tnico por él entregado en el tiempo 
que alli lleva al servicio del doctor Bur- 

uess. 

: Séeptimo. Resultardo que el procesado 
negd tener relaciones. revolucionarias con 
los insurrectos armados ni con la Junta 
de Cayo Hueso y haber recibido ese tele- 
grama aunque otros le ha entregado = 
na vez Diaz Armesto; que no conoce al fir- 
mante Clark ni el asunto de que se habla 
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tante alli el dependiente don José 
Larocha y habiendo liegado un tal Pepe a 
quien conoce de vista, en busca de un te- 
legrama que para él debia haberse recibi- 
do, b y encontro en efecto dentro de 
la carpeta un cable cerrado, dirigido “So- 
meillan” que entregd al Pepe porque di- 
cho individuo afirmaba que era para él: 
lo abrio, léyd y dijo que era precisamente 
el que 41 buscaba y se march | 

Décimo sexto. Resultando, que con el @s- 
crito de conclusiones dela defenga se presen- 
to un Acta extendida por el Notario de K 
West Don Ramon Alvarez, que contiene 
declaraciones de don José Someillan de 
haber estado en la Habana en'el mes de 
Junio y dado orden de que su correspon- 
dencia le fuera dirigida al escritorio de 
los sefiores Someillan; y que el treinta 
de Junio fue 4 dicha oficina y pregunti al 
dependiente Joaquin Vidal si habia algo 
para él, contestandole éste que habia un 
telegrama con la direcciédn «Someillan», 
que no sabia si seria para el duelio que 
no habia llegado todavia; y que el com- 
pareciente, ansioso de recibir las noticias 
que esperaba, lo abriO y se lo lievé por 
que era en efecto para él. 

Décimo septimo. Resuttando que el se- 
fior Fiscal refirié los hechos del siguiente 
modo: Primera, que don ‘Luis Someillan y 
Azpeitia, mayor de edad, natural de la 
Habana con residencia y domicilio: en la 
misma y ciudadano de los Estados Uni- 
dos del Norte América, por la carta de 
naturalizacién de fecha veintitres de N.- 
viembre de mil ochocientos setenta y seis, 
como agente de la Junta Revolucionaria 
de esta Isla, puesto de acuerdo con eal Co- 
mité de Cayo-Hueso y en combinacidn con 
los caudillos principales de la rebelidn al- 
zada, publicamente en abierta hostilidad 
contra el Gobierno al objeto de proclamar 
la independencia de esta Isla, con e! pro- 
posito de secundar el movimiento revolu- 
cionario, recibiO en los aitimos dias del 
mes de Jugio pasado un cablegrama fechado 
en Cayo Hueso en veiltinueve del mismo 
mes dirigido 4 su. noarbts, del que aparece 
remitente un sujeto que!’se firma Clark; 
cablegrama que guarda estrecha relacidn 
con unas instrucciones qué fueron ocupa 
das 4 un prisionero' de guerra, y en las 
cuaies se desarroliaun plan concertado 
con antelacién, para el desembareo en las 
costas de Tuba de una expedicion organi- 
'zada en Cayo Hueso; y catificd esos hechos 
de un delito de rebelign previsto en el 
numero primero del articulo doscientos 
treinta y siete castigado en el doscientos 
treinta y ocho, del cual acusé como autor 
& don Luis Someiilan y Azpeitia,*sin eir- 
cunstancias genéricas uprecidbles y pidid, 
que se leimpusiera la pena de Cadena per- 
pétua, accesorias y pago de costas, 

Décimo octave, RKesultando que la de- 
fensa del procesado estimo probado: que 
con fecha veinte y nueve de Junio ultimo, 
y en ocasidn de hallarse enfermo y reco- 
gido en su casa don Luis Someiilin y 
Azpeitia, comerciante con residencia en 
esta ciudad y eseritorio en Obispo niime- 
ro 21, se recibid un telegrama- dc Ke 
West dirigido 4 “Someillan” Habana, ei 
cual faé devuelto 4 las oficinas del cable 
por el ordenanza de teiégrafus que lo ile- 
vara 4 su destino, con la nota de devol 
verse “por estar cerrado el escritorio y 
no haber quien lo recibiera.” 

Que con posterioridad dicho telegrama 
se entregd por el ordenanza de telégrafos 
& dou Manuel Diaz, el cual firma el] reci 
bo del mismo y lo deposité como acos 
tumbraba hacerlo, con todos los periddi- 
cos y cartas que llegaban en dias festivos 
sobre la carpeta del eseritorio de Somei- 
lian. 

Ei dia 30, aun enfermo Someillan, don 
José Someitlan, de transito en esta viudad, 
recibid dedon Joaquin Vidal, & quien se 
lo pidid el telegrama en cuestidn, abrién- 
dolo, leyéndolo y ausentandose con él por 
haber manifestado 4 Vidal que era para 


él. 

Dicho telegrama, que segun la relacién 
de hechos contenida en la correlativa de. 
este nimero guarda estrecha relacién con 


West y 
es 
lios de la rebelién aiza | 
contra el Gobierno, al objeto de 


mar la independencia de esta isia, y Pidid, 
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 constituiria una 
© | pechar de la verdad de lo que dijeron;} 


}su comparacion sé advierte que una y otra 


}falsedad constituye un elemento perjudi- 


‘lo emplea para eludir el castigo 4 que se 


‘bia de llegar 


se 3 | 
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azn dé la debilidad ¢ inefice- 
cia de esta prueba, Hega hasta inducir en 

su beneficio 4 que implicitamente se decla- 

re reo de rebélion D. José Someillan,} 
que se encuentra fuera del alcance de los} 
tribunales aes Bai pred pruebas todas que} 
conviene anaiizar cuidadosa y detenida- | 
mente. 

Septimo Consideramlo, que aun hecha 
abstraccién del lagzo de parentesco que 
une a Someillan con dofia. Teresa Casano-| 
va y coa sus hijos, y esto por si solo 
oO Pacional para soa-| 


prescindiendo tambien de la intimidad } 
que entre ellos establece la vida en co- 
mun, es tal el desaeuerdo que en sus de 
claraciones sé advierte sobre puutos esen- 
ciales, que pierden sus dichos toda credi- 
bilidad, pues al paso que D. Onofre su-po 
ne que el acusado pasv en la. cama los dias 


‘veinte y ocho, velnte y nueve y treinta de 


Junio, su madre dijo que solo estuvo re 
cogido en su cuarto y el D. Luis refiere. 
en términos de duda y como de vago re- 
cuerdo, que su tio Someillan, segun oyd} 
decir, estaba acatarrado, pero que io veia} 
por las noches. De tal manera que si los 

miembros de la propia familia no estan 

de acuerdo sobre la importancia de la in- 

disposicion ni de las preeauciones que ei 

enfermo adopto para recuperar la salud, 

se destruye por si misma toda la prueba a- 

ducida para demostrar que _D, Luis So- 

meiiian no podia salir ni salid de su 

casa el treinta de Junio, que era el fin a 

que esta prucba tendia, 

Octavo Considerando que lo unico pro- 
bado de este punto se reduce a que D. 
Luis Someillan sufria de una afeccidn 
catarral el veinte y ocho de Junio lo} 
cual no obsta para que el treinta, imejo- 
rado ya, asistiera 4su escritorio, y reci-| 
biera el telegrama eatregado por Diaz, por- 
que si-D, Joaquin Gonzalez le vio’ en su 
casa durante las primeras horas de! dia, | 
pudo asistir después 4 sa despacho ya 
que Diaz Armesto no ha perciendia que | 
fyera por ia mafiana cuando entregs el} 

ble, sino que de él le hizo entrega en 
cuanto llego. 

Noveno. Considerando que la declara- 
cidn tardiamente traida al proceso, de! jo- 
ven D. Joaquin Vidal, deberia ser integrada 
y confirmada por ja notarial que en Key 
West prestO D. Jo36 Somvpilian, pero de 


se destruyen, demostrando que ambas fal- 
taron & la v porque si Vidal iba al 
escritorio, no obstante estar alli el depen- 
diente D. José Lareche con amplios pode- 
res de su tio y porque éste no podia asis- 
tir, Mal coricuerda esta razon con lo ae 


nifestado & D. José Someillan de que el 
duefio 6 principal no habia legado to- 
davia, lo cnal implica que debia lle-} 
gar de un momento a otro; nies racio- 
nal admitir que el D. Joaquin entregara | 


/& Someillan, a quien salo conocia por Pe-} 


pe, un telegrama dirigido a So:neillan, } 
siendo de notar y sefialar que una tan 
importante deciaracion viniera 4 la causa 
al mes de incoada, cuando ei testiga que} 
habia de prestaria vivia en.la propia casa 
del acusado, tedo lo cual revela el amaiio 
y la falsedad de este prueba de exculpa-} 
cion. eae, 
Décimo, Considerando que, falsas por| 
manera evidente esas pruebas, su misma 


cial al acusado, + iy tales medios de 
ipareo no se utilizaron jamas por el ino- } 

nte, y A ellos acude con lamentable fre- 
cuencia el que, convencide de su culpa y 
aun a riesgo dé la inutilidad del amajio, | 


hizo aeresedor: 

Onceno. Considerando, que: si el doce 
de julio se remitio de Cayo Hueso 4 la | 
Habana el telegrama contenido en el re 
sultando catorce, con la direccién y el 
domicilio supuesto de Alfredo Gémez, con- 
viene hacer constar que en ese dia era co- 
nocido en la Isla _y fuera de ella la deten-| 
cién de D. Luis Someilian, y semejante [ 
cable, sin objeto alguno, pues que no ha- 
& su ino, mas parece 

desviar la investigacién 


SR pel pat r en lo 
abilidades derivadas, en 
de los documentos 


| Considerando ue, probada, 
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+f Décimotercero. Considerande, que el 

j pago de costas es responsabilidad i 6n- 

| a la criminal. | 

Vistés los articuios 4 — 26 — 53 — 237 
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TY eqndenamos 4 D. Leis Someiliaa . 
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3) vida y, para caso de indulto de la pena 
principal, la de inhabilitacion perpetua ab- 
-| soluta y sujecién a la vigilancia dela au- 
ij} toridad por el tiempo de su vida, si no 
se hubieren remitido estas penas acceso- 


;| Asi por esta nuestra sentencia'lo pro- 
| nunciamos, mandamos y firmamos,—Fede- 
s|Triee Enjuto, Ricardo Maya, Juan Valdés 
». | Pagés, Francisco Noval y Marti, José Novo. 

Leida y publicada fué la anterior sen- 
tencia por el sefior magistrado ponente 


=«(Certifico..Habama i4 de enero de 1897. 
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-j-—-n° 4° — 238 — y demas de uplicacion ge- | 


:| peitia 4 la pena de CADENA PERPE UA, | 
(la vigilaneia de la autoridad durante su | 


rias en el indulto, y al pago de las costas. | 


en audiencia publica del dia de su fecha. | 
«Kil. Secretario de Sala, Ledo. José L. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, yebruary 3,1897. 


St aceatieeliaaee 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


—_— . 
ee ee 


Replying to cable relative to Betancourt's case. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, _—‘ February 3rd,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of:State, 
Washington,D.C, 


Replying to your cable of the 2nd instant I write to say 
that in my opinion Someillan's case is identical with Betan- 
court's, I think both are innocent and that it is a case of 
mistaken identity in each case. Possibly when General Weyler 
returns I may be able to do something in Betancourt’s case. 

The Marquis —— Captain General, Sppdese does not like 
tottaks in the first place great responsibility,and in the 
second place these matters having now gone into civil courts, 

it is difficult to get them out,as i8 seems they must go 

through long,weary and devious routes before anything can be 


done. Alo”, 


In Someilian's case the principle laid down, that having 
changed citizenship was sufficient evidence in itself of dis- 
loyalty to the former flag,end that whether there was evidence 
or not, the glory of Spain required conviction,I do not see 
that Betancourt's case varies from that of Someillan's,and 


expect,if he is tried,that the same verdict will be reached. 


It is very difficult to ascertain charges against persons 


who are arrested,because the stereotype reply is always received 
that the character of said charges is now being determined by 


the proper civil court. 
er 


I am,Sir,your obettters x erve 
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jthgreon, and on the back hereof, which conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


THOS. T. ECKERT. President and General Manager. __ 
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-CLYS. OF TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO GREAT BRITAIN. 
NECTS Also with FIVE ANGLO-AMERICAN “n> ONE DIRECT U. S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 

"DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 

4LE CONNECTION wits CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO ano CENTRAL avo SOUTH AMERICA. 

J MESSACES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


OFFICES IN AMERICA: é 
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DON: LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 
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Arrest of Ricardo Ruiz,an American citizen, 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, *ebruary 5th,1697. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
washington,D.¢c. 
Sir: 


SM 


Confirming my telegram of yesterday reading: 


SS tee cee ree 


"Assistant Seceretary of State, 


gin hy 


"Washington,).Cc . 


Sr RON PES eT 


"Ricardo Ruiz,American ce ntist, Guanabacoa, arrested 
"this morning,charges unknown. 
I have the honor to state that I have demanied to know the 
charges against 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


A RECO. C\ HABANA, February 6th,1897. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Acknowledging and confirming telegrams. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, ye bruary 6th, 1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C.. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the fol~- 


lowing telegrams reading: 


(1) "Loe, Consul Gene ral, Habana. peu, : (Jan.29,1897) 


‘88ee counsel Competitor prisoners ascertain their 


"views of chances or prisoners if tried. 
"Rockhill". 
(2) "Lee, Consul General,Habana. — (Peb.2,1897) 
"Understand Betancourt case clearly one mistaken 
"identity. Can nothins be done? } 
: "Rockhill*. 
I beg to confirm my telegrams as follows: 


(1) "Secretary State, (Jan.28,1897) 
"Washington,D.C. | 
"Sanguily signs personal pledge to me thet he will 
"faithfully observe terms already mailed. Recommend case 


"be considered on said terms. as 
(2) "Assistant Secretary State, (Jan.30,1697) 
Washington, 


"Spanish naval officer Famon Pardo y Riego assigned 
"counsel Competitor prisoners is now on gun boat "Cuba 


"Espafiola at Manzanillo. Shall I approach him? Do not 


“anticipate anything but continmal confinement. 
(3) "Assistant Secretary Stats,».(Peb.4)13897 ( 


"Washington. : 
"James W,Luckenbill, Shortersville,Berkshire County, — 


- 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


"nennsylvania,found dead hotel "Saratoga" this morning. 


"Supposed case suicide. 


(4) "Assistant Secretary State, (Peb.5,1897) 
"Washington. 
"Betancourt and Eva Adana will be released previous 


"order for latter's release said to have miscarried. 


(5) \ ao (Peb.5,1897) 


"Secretary of State, 
"Washington. 
Am informed insurgent commander- ip chief declines 


"to accept reforms.Cubans in cities do noth e fdeve in them 


"lest harm come to them from retusing to do so. 


aw 


nines, 


os 


I an,Sir,youtr obediey 


“TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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MAR { 1897 Krom Havana, Febuary<7, 1897. 


bs 7 nr ‘ 
SECWETARY (O'F STATE, 


‘Wasehi.s ¢ t@6 8, Bs: 0. 


Scovel will be sent here, |. Think he was returning 


from an interview insurgent. Commaeder-in-Chief. He. is splendid 
scout. 


Lee. 


Biddle. 


‘TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN 


- 
d> >>? -------- 


Tom Havana February 


ge See Sy, 63d (Pp 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


| Washington. : | | ss 
Just. seen Acting. indeda Conensl.: Scovel arrested on 
rail road between Sancti Spiritus and Tunas Santa. Clara province: 
_coming from insurgent camp and it is. supposed he had criminating 
. papers which gives. case more serious aspect. May have. to be tried 
‘Samcti Spiritus, am trying to get him sent here. Acting Captain 
General promises do what he can in that direction. 


L EE. 


Biddle. 


Krom Havana, February 8, 1897. 


se, OR 


Ron, 


Received 412.50 P.M. 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Expect Scov here on Friday, do not anticipate serious 


trouble in his case. 


LE &E. 


Biddle. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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HABANA, February 6&th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


— a. | 
eo 


Answering instruction No.239 of the 2nd instant, relative 


to the "Competitor" prisoners, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February Sth, 1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

Replying to your instruction number 239 of the 2id inste 
ant,I write to say that I am not aware of any "proceedings" 
against the "bompeti tor" prisoners at this time. The pre- 
liminary steps (in sumario) were taken in September last,which 
it would seem was the beginning of their new trial,but since 
that date I have heard of no further proceedings looking towards 
such re-trial. 

Of course I am closely watching their case and when neces- 
sary will see that they are supplied with & competent counsel, 
As there seems to be no immediate prospect of thete being tried 
I do not think it necessary now to go into that question, They 
have certainly not been refused the right to employ counsel. 

I have to-day written to the Acting Captain General to ask if 
he can inform me of the probable date when these prisoners 
will be re-tried. 

I do not think Spain desires that a harsh sentence be in- 
posed on these prisoners,but there are difficulties tn permit- 
ting their release,so that the practical result seems to be cone 


tinual confinement, | 2. et ae 


I am,Sir,your obedient 
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Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
The Mayor of Sagua refuses to allow Consul at Sagua 
to telegraph to me.’ Will demand. explanation. Consuls report of 
the matter will be forwarded Lo-thorten. 


LEE. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 9.1697. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sir:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the fol- 
lowing telegrams reading: - ee 
Washington, Feb.6.1897 
(1) "Lee,Consul General,Habana, Cuba. 
2 "See that 411 Scovel's rights as American citizen 
“ere secured. Report facts. : 
(sed) ' Olney, Sec'y.of State". 
"Washington, Feb -7.1897 
"Lee,Consul General Sabena : 
: "In case Scovel use every exertion, No ose 
"action taken. Great fear is entertained by friends on 
"account previous expuision from Island. Endeavor to 
"have prisoner brought to Habana or nearest U.S.Consulate 
(signed) Rockhill", 
"Washington, Feb.8.1897. 
"Lee,Consul General,Habana,. 
"Has any progress been made in the Oscar Cespe- 
"des caseé 
(signed) Rockhill". 
"Washington, Feb.8.1897 
"Lee,Consul General,Habana. 
"Department has been informed that ¢G.Soloman 
"and brother of N.Y.have received 24 bales LPQUQON from 
"Habana last week. Cable how permission to export obtained 
(signed) Rockhill" 
(5) "Washi netom ¥eb. 9.1897. 
"Lee Consul General,Habana. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, _ 


"Referring your cablegram 5th.i ns tant ,are 
"Betancourt and Eva Adan released. 
(signed) Rockhill". 
I beg to confirm my telegrs as follows: - 
(1) _ “Habana, ¥eb.6.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 
"Sylvester Scovel "World® correspondent arrested 
"yesterday Tunas Santa Clara Provénce. 
(signed) Lee". 
» > Habana, Feb.7.1897. 
"Secre tery of State, Washington. : ae 
"Scovel will be sent here. Think he was returning 
"from an interview insurgent Conmisitne in Chief. He is 
"splendid scout. 
(signed) Lee". 
Habana, Feb.&.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 
"Expect Scovel here Friday. Do not anticipate seri- 
"ous trouble in his case. 
(signed) Lee". 
Habana, Feb.8.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 
“Just seen Acting Captain General. Scovel arrested 
"on railroad between Sancti Spiritu and Tunas, Santo Claro 
"Province coming from Insurgent camp and it is supposed 
"had criminating papers which gives case more serious 
"aspect. May have to. be tried Sancti Spiritu. Am trying 
"to get him sent here. Acting Captain General promises 
"do what he can in that direction. 
(signed) Lee". 


"Habana, Feb.9.1897. 


"Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


"Mayor of Sagua refuses to allow Consul Sagua to 
"telegraph to me. Will demand explanation. Consul's 
"report of matter forwarded tomorrow, 

(signed) Lee". 
Habana, Feb.9.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 

"Scovel'’s case passed to civil jurisdiction Sancti 
"Spiritu. Acting Captain General says he no longer has aw 
"thority over it. Will send special messenger there, and 
"will arrange ‘6 eet that Art:4 protocol be strictly 
"complied with. 

(signed) Lee", 
Habana, Feb.9.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 
"Charles Scott,American citizen,arrested Regla this 
"morning. Charges not yet known 
(signed) Lee". 
Habana, Feb.9.1697. 
"Assistant Secretary Of’ State, Washington. 
"Both Betancourt and Eva Adan at liberty. 
(signed) Lee". 
| Habana, Feb.9.1897. 
Secretary of State,Washington. 

"Reforms published Ma@rid on 6th.were telegraphed 
"here on 7th. Have produced no effect on either side. 
"The fact has been taken advantage of to run up stocks 
"by inside people who are now selling short. Insurgent 
"Commander in Chief i8 reported to have issued proclama- 


"tion against them. Canovas said yesterday reforns 


"were not to be carried out until Island pacified except 


“eastern section. Equivalent to indefinite postponement 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
 aeetatetetanel ahetediaxalane atetenatateteneetaneatenanatananatanellimmmatatanaemmammenteenaneteemmaeaaanenemenatane 
"Public opinion here is present reforms do not alter the 
"situation,but are regarded as clever move to prevent 
"present action by United States. | 
(signed) Lee". 


: am, Sir, 


Your obedient ; ervar tt, , 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C, 
Sir: 


($33) 


As supplementary to my previous despatch mimber 339 of 


yesterday's date confirming,among others,six telegrams relative 
to the arrest of Sylvester Scovel,an American correspondent, 
near Tunas,I now have the honor to enclose copies of my com- 
munication to the Acting Captain genoral asking that Scovel be 
brought to Havana,in compliance with the telegraphic ins- 
truction of the Department,and his answer thereto to the effect 
that Scovel's case had been referred to the civil courts in. 
conformity with the Treaty and protocol. Consequently,i have 
addressed a note to the Judge of Sancti Spirtus having cogni- 
zance of the case asking that article 4 of the Protocol of 1877 
be strictly complies with. I have wade the same request to the 
Acting Captain General. | 

To-morrow morning a delegate from me will leave for 
Sancti Spiritus,accompanied by a competent lawyer to prepare 
Scovel's defense and see that his rights are protected. 1 wild 
advise the Department as soon as any further step is taken in 


the case. 


2 Enclosures: 
No.1. Consul General to Captain General. 
No.2. Captain general to Consul General. 


Enclosure i. 2 . 
With Despatch %. 339, 
as aM Fobrunry 10th, 1897, 


U.S CONSULATE GENERAL. 


To His wkepRlency the Acting Captain General of Cuba. 
Excellency: 


I have the hgher to inform you that My Sylvester Sogfel, 


an American correspondent, hake been arrested at Tunas , province 
of Santa clara. In compliance with instructions from my Gan 
vermment I beg Y.E.will please imatruct the Miltary Comme 
of said placeor General Luque i Sanct? Spiritus,or whoever : 
officer it may eorresponi, to ’ ‘ 8 “end that Mr. Scovel be brought 
tO this capital at the earliest eonvenience. 
I mh, etc. etc. 
» (Signed) Fitzhugh ‘Lee, 
Consul general. ms 


Enclosure Ho®. 


With Despatch No.3s9. 
HABA WA, Fobrumry 10,1697. 


Pe a 
itanelation, ois get : 
ACY OF THE ISLAND OF OUBA. GAPTAINCY GENERAL. STAPF, 


abtiioned. Luque { nforms me ‘hy qablegronof he 6th Lnetant 
that an dmherican oitisen i) satichis name was Sopyel had 
beax Praced at the disposal of the civil jurisdiction, that whe 
said person was arrested Oh the rail road track toming from 
the insurgent camp ant is supposed to bé “the same one Poe 
forred to by you in your commninasion of tomday. 
Conequenitlyshe ié how beyond my authority. 
1 ath, Ares Habana ,@ Feb., 160%, 
* (signed) Bi ikhqnes @e vhwnata, 
Acting Captain General. 


To the Oensml Genéral of the United stated. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 10,1897. 


Honorable William W,Rockhill, 
Awsiatant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C,. 


Sir: 


In reply to your telegram reading: “Has any progress been H 


"made in the Oscar Cespedes case",which I confirmed in my 
despatch number 338 of yesterday's date,I have the honor to re- 
fer you to my despatches Nos.244,248,268 and 284, Nothing 


further has been done in said case. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


= REOD. c HABANA, pebruary 10,1897. 
FEB 13 1897 P 


_ Answering instruction number 237 of the 26 Jan.,relative 


- 
rs 


to a collision of the Ward line steamer "Yucatan" with a coal 
barge in this port. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, » 
Assistant secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 


Replying to your instruction mumber 257 of the 26th Jan., 


enclosing copy of a letter from Mr.S5.C.Neale,relative to the 


collision of the Ward line steamer "“Wucatan" with a coal barge, 
in this port;I write to say that I had already arranged the 
matter before—the reception of your said instruction. The 
Captain will not be. required to give bail nor will he be, ar- 
rested. It is necessary, however, under my agreement Br ree 
to report once a month to the proper court. I do not anticipate 


I am,Sir,your obedient 8 a tips | 
HL Ve Z ‘bs 


Consul Genera 


any further action in the case. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN. “Gone 


ene nh energy 
Sa ain aE 


FEB 18 1897 Krom er foceaey 145 100 


ay 


anes Received 6-50 P. M. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Washington. 
scovel in well ventilated cell good food,and bed at 
Sancti Spiritus. Treaty rights have been respected. Is in hands 
civil jurisdiction. I have sent special: messenger to report case. 


Lee. | 
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Pr fiddle. 


IEAM SECREF 
/ i 


“EB 19 1897 


wen LY - aeet 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 12th,1897. 


me 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. NM 


— | 
i ee 


instruction No.238 of the lst instant. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, Fevruary 12th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Seoretery of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 
Replying to your instruction number 238 of the ist instant | 
‘I write to say that the Governor General knows nothing of the 
e cOmnmunication which you enclose,referring to the prohibition of 
grinding =e of the "Victoria" plantation. In your. copy of 
the said comiinication you have it signed aati pena, I can- 


no t ascertain that there is any such person, and the ofiginal 
letter, which Mr.Welsh encloses to the Secretary of State is 
‘Signed,as far I can make out, the name Mendy Cefia. Be: 
After all the feneral in Chief of the 3rd Brigade of Sa- 
gua only asks — ‘=+-the subordinate officer of the small town 
of Cifuentes, probably a major, to adviée ajl planters not to ' 
commence grinding,until further notice. ( (there is abundant tes- : 
timony that while ne: orders were issued to actually prohibit 
grinding, les® claims for danages should follow,secret. instruc- 


tions were also issued indicating ‘that ‘no grinding must be 


allowed, and if attempted,should be obstructed by methods, which 


Merb poe 
WAG readily ocour to the officers in immediate. charge of the 


troops in the vicinity of the sugar estates. ) 
However! have referred to Mr.Barker,our Consul at Segue, | 
umier whose consular jurisdiction Gifuentes is situatded,your 


instruction with the request that he obtain the information 


you ask he original let: cer with his raport ts. you on the 


subject. 


sop ove 


[ent servant, ~~ 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Pebruary 13.1897. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sirt- 


Referring-to your instruction No.199,dated the 4th. 


ultimo,ami calling for a list of the classified ports of the 

Island of Cuba,I instructed Mr.Rockwell, Consular Clerk, to 

prepare the desired information which is herewith enclosed.» 
I am,Sir, 


Sl 


Your obed: em 
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Enclosure: - 


Mr.Rockwell to Mr.Lee,February 13.1897. 


With Despatch of ). 
Mr. Lee ) 
No .343. 7 


United States Consulate General, 


‘Habana, February 1.2897, 


Fitzhugh Lee ,Bsquire, 
Consul General of the United States, 
Habana. 
Sir-+- 
In compliance with your instructions I have the honor 
to furnish the following information regarding the Classified 
Ports of the Island of Cubat- 


(1) Ports of general entry of the I¢laud of Cuba which have 
the privileges of general importation, exportation, trans~ship- 
ment,coastwise and transit trade, without any limi tations,are 
the following:- HABANA, 0 PS | IRAN 
port, ISABEL - NUEVITAS, SANTIAGO de CUBA, TRINIDAD - port, 
CASILDA - and CYENPUEGOS. 

{2) Ports of restricts ‘emtry are the following! - 

CAIBARIEN, GIBARA, BARAOOA, GUANTANAMO, MANZANILLO, SANTA CRUZ, 
ZAZA ani MARTEL, os ied:ndiiin’ th established at these ports 
and they are authorized for éxpertation,coastwise trade ani 
importation, except of the follgwing articles, Sextile fabrics, 
Jewelry, haberdashery -punivars utensils and opi, 
(3) Ports of doattwise trade { puertos de cabotage } are au- 
thorized for general commerce of Amportation andi eivigition 

of the high seas,and are She same a6 Those indteated in Ne.l. 
above. By coastwise trade is understood that which is done 
direct by sea between the anthorized ports of the Island and 
these of the provimes and possessions of Spain. 

JURAGUA is not an amthorized port for, commerce of any ‘ 
description, ant. therefore merchandise destined for that place 
must be ack te Heise dn the port of SANTIAGO de CUBA, 
the custom house,of which JURAGUA is a dependency. Goods 
destined for this landing are carried to it from the port of 
SANTIAGO de CUBA,subject to limitations which are determined 


bi 


“by the customs Laws, and to this. ont. previous deubisetion is 
requisite whith hits to e conceded ‘by the administrator’ ‘of 
customs Of SANTIAGO de CUBA. : 

The discharge of merchantise imported. to the Island of 


Cuba can be effected only in ports. having custom houses act- 


ually authorized for such purpose. Each custom house has its 


jurisdiction assigned,and the administrators of the same can 
authorize the Loading of native fruits in national or ‘foreign | 
vessels at any ad ik ee Cate or landing within his official 
jiriedbe tion: Upon conclusion of the loading the admi nistra-- 
torSoustoms. can. oblige. ‘tae ‘vepser: to Put: Anke. whe port. where: 
the: custom house +s: Located for the legalization which he may 
consider opportune. This power belonging to the administra- 
tors can be suspended by the Governor General,should the cir- 
cumstances 50° warrant. it. gers! : 

All vesseis, national or foreign,having discharged ner- ; 
chandise imported for a certain port, ‘can proceed to effect. cha: ca 
Same in the. rest of: thie ports, providing they are 60 ‘authorized. | : 
On conclusion R nat 10 nal ‘or foreign vessel can load cargo which 
it is desired to export in anv of the ports authorized for 
export. wane ee 

Foreign vessels can export but ‘are prohibited from en- 
pacing in the coastwise trade which. is reserved. éxclusively 
for vessels registered under: the flag of Spain. 

the importation of merchandise to unauthorized ports -~ 
those not possessing custom houses - is prohibited to forest oil 
as well as mational vessels. — mg! 

ay am,Sir, . 
Your obedient servant, 


BP an hes ‘iiank, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. “Seren oF o o\ it 


HABANA, . February 13.1897. 


Ri 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Wreck of the American vessel "Elsa". Sale of wreck and ¢9m-: 


pass by public auction. 


ee ee an § eee 


U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 13.1597. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington, 

Sir:- 

ae ae to my despatch No.318,of the 23rd.ultimo,re- 
lating to the wreck of Brose Anerican vessel "Elsa",I have now 
to inform the Sonartnci that the compass and wreck were of- 
ficially advertised by the public vendue sinus Messrs. 
‘Genores and Gomez and sold by public auction on the Srd.in- 
stant to Mr.Juan G. Santamarina,of this city,for the sum. of 


$28.93 Spanish gold. 


I an,Sir, 


Your ee sakes ant 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


mee February 13.1897. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Suicide of James William Luckénbii1., 


——— 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 13.1897. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, 
Sir: - 

Referring to my telegram of the 6th.instant relating to 
the suicide of James William Luckerbill,I have to report the 
following: | 

On the morning of she 4th.instant word was OROUEH: this 


office that asAmericen. of the above name had cdmmitted sui- 


i Mi ae Sao ti - —— - : —— , ° see “ “opener . . . r - sae: ae Seago ee Feet a é toy ee ee 2 a es - 
2 SSID ER TL IEE LONE NA LES ILL NEIDIO OT OLE GAELS ABE: SEE EG aH is Lr i Ee eae NE, Gee EE ae aes ere la tit tia 


cide at the hotel "Saratoga",in this city,about 7 A.M.,and 
that the remains had been taken to the morgue. 
In accordance with Spanish law an autopsy was held in 


the afternoon of the same day at which Messrs .Rockwell and 


, , GED RAPIER RINE ot 


Tosca of the Consulate General were present. The examina- 
tion disclosed a case of determined suicide. | 

at 5 P.M.ef the sené day the funeral tock place at the = 
Baptist cemetary, Mr. Rockwell attending as witness, and the of 
burial certificate is herewith enclosed. 


According to information received at his late lodging 


| Berkshive County ,Pexn. 
As san late Mr. Imekenbil1 iert but a very small sum of 


money the funeral expenses, anount ing to $50 .00,were defrayed 
by this office. si 


I enclose also a copy of the inventory of the effects of 
the deceased, 


I am, Sir, 


Ln ak SRE a7, rf 
/ Wopeees ral. 


msul Gere 


Two enclosures, 
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OTA. Mar fotrh, Ft e 
INVENTORY of the ESTATE of the late JAMES WILLIAM LUCKENBILL. 
Fienien a> eboanaotwe tt 
Cot 1.Hat 
Chairs ‘ : l.pr.Garters. . : vd 
Pillows © l.p'k'g.,note paper, visiting cards, 
2.spools of cotton,1.pem:uifsyg 
Blamket toothbrush,2.combs,l.ruler. — 
Basin and pitcher 1.Purse, containing: - 
Valise, containing: ~ Watch chain, apparently of gold 


we 


L.pr.Rubber shoes One dollar and asia American 
money 
l1.pr.@loves 
¥ One aollar ahd eres Spanish 
1.German and English money we 
testament s | 
1.Medal ,Colimbian Exposition. 
1.Flask 
1.pr.Gaiters 
l.pr.Drawers, flannel 
1.Shirt 
1.Undershirt 


L.pr.Pantaloons with 
suspemders 


1.0vercoat 

1.Vest 

1.Sack coat 

o.prs.Stockings. 

5,Linen cravats 

il.pr.Garters 

o sAandkerchiefs 
ye Bundle, containing: - 

1.Sack coat 

1.Vest 

1.Shirt | 

2 Handkerchiéfs 

2.Cravats 


1. Revolver 


1,. Cartridge belt with cartridges. 


1. Box of cartridges. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


sh peforms"for the Island of Cub 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 15th,1697, 


be se A 
et? 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 

Assistant gecretary of State, o % 
_ Washington,D.¢, 
Sir? ue % Doe 


? 


The publication of the *Spani sh Reforms* for the Island of 
he Guba has produced no impression,no excitement and no interest 
here. 
FIRST! Because a limited restricted fomot local self 
government is not that gut onomy,which means that the country 
must have the right of establishing the Government wnieh, ¢. 


considers best, unexposed to interference,or an auto om “either, ; 


which produces a conmun i ty that governs iteelr and embraces the 
conditions of self government or "Home rule*, .. 

SECOND: The Counc il of Administ ration or legislative assem — 
bly of 55 members, will be controlled by the Spanish eleew: t s 


pecause there is no provision made for the revision of the 
electoral register} therefore, the el tra-spens sh party will 
easily control the majority of the 21 elective members of that 
hody,as certainly as “they will control the remaining 14, 

THIRD! Were such legislative assembiy really controlled by 
public sentiment and were measures passed obj ectionable to 
Spain, power is given to the Governor general to veto the eee 
measure,which veto must be submitted to the Minister of the 


Colonies im Spain,and if said Minister custains the action of 


the Governor General,and the Minister is in t ‘sustains by. 


the Madrid Cabinet, the popular will can be srmounted 
_ the 
FOURTH: While* ,legislative assembly is allowed to desie-— 


nate the form of revenue, said act ion amounts to nothing, if the 


Ze 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


ete bisa sickcbdpiiie <iakwbarnsiauihcd winiouG te mihgan kath cn biidia kai wbadnen eNibisin or 
expenditure canmmtot be curtailed, The amount Of theeeuexpend?~ 
tures are fixed by the Cortes in Spain, 

FPIPTH: All Spanish products are accorded 4) per cent pro- 
tection, The system here has ‘been to multiply imwgitce value by 
3,80 this 49 per cont. me AN § reaily 120 per cent, as the duty 
charged on imported products. ®. 

BIZTH: The Madrid Government Bomimates the principal of- 
ficdevof the Island, including judicial officials, and governors 
of provinces, The “appointment to offices, nat sapostaazy dealt 
ed to the Spanish Government, can be conferred upon 4 


who have resided two years in Cuba, which practically means they 


‘will have a large majority of such offices, 
And SEVENTH: No provision or arrangement is made for pay- 
ment of the debt of Cuba,arnd there 18 gmothing to prevent Cuba 


being called upom to pay the whole amount of said debt, 


I see no prospect of peace on the dasis of such reforms, 
but if peace should be ir any way established it will be tem- 
porary in its veentta, | 

I am sure the situation has not changed and there will be 
mO permaneat revival of credit,by the promulgation of reforms 
which do not reform,and I am informed, that those now in the in- 
surrection will mot accept them, 


I am,Sir,your obedient se 
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U. $8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, pebruary 13th, 1897. 
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FEB 18 1897 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of DR.GASPAR A.BETANCOURT. 


% 


1 Enclosure. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 13th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to enclose copy-translation of a communi- 
cation in reference to the expulsion from this Island of Dr. 
Gaspar A.Betancourt, I do not see any reason for such action, 
as the civil jurisdiction has declared Dr.Betancourt innocent. 
of the charges against him; but I cannot question the right of 
the extherd 6h tect time of war,to expel any person from the 
Island. Dr.Betancourt was imprisoned one month and twelve 


4 


days. He was kept incomunicado 288 hours. 


eae P 3 
I am, Shegyouszobt sérvic,— 


i, er 


1 Enclosure:Copy referred to. 
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In answer to your note of the 5th relative to the American 


citizen D.Gaspar. Alonso Betancourt, 1 have the 


wie ” 


a . 
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you that I have directed that said person be expelled from the 
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Island,with prohibition to 


return to spanish terri tory, wi t out 
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I am, etc. Habana ,9° Feb. 51897. 
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)} Marques de Ahumada. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 13,1897. 
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U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 15th,1697, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir: 

With reference to my previous despatch No ei. Se ia to 
Dr .Betancourt,I have the honor to hen Ra ES ap + 
article 20 of the rreaty of 1795 between the United States and 
Spain stipulates that the proceedings of the civil court should 
be the Same as if the parties had been subjects or citizens of 
Spainyand the Lew of Criminal Procedure ruling in Cuba and 
Porto Rico limits the confinement "incomunicado" to 72 horrs. 

I have more than once called the attention of the author- 
ities here to this violation of law and in reply have been 
confronted with the stabenens that martial and civil law was 
supreme in the island,to which I have replied that a military 
proclamation, whoever it may be issued by, cannot deprive Ameri- ie 
can citizens of any rights and privileges granted by a Treaty 
existing between nations in peace,and I have asked that the 
Department of State would request the Madrid Govermmnent to - 
instruct their ivi and military Governor in this Island. | 

American citizens are constantly being arrested and 
thrown into cells. No communication can be had with then 
until it pleases the authorities to put them in communication, 
as it is termed,nor can the nature of the charges against 
them be in any way ascertained. 

I respectfully call the attention of the Department to — 
this matter as it affects so seriously the rights,privileges 


and comforts of American prisoners. 
I me hSTs Your oD fe 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


a February 13.1697. 
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Arrest of Mr.Sylvester Scovel. 
| : 


~ 
Sade or 


* 


One enclosure. 


- 
oy S 


e™! 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 13.1897. 


Honorable W. W. Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter 
received from Mr . Sylvester Scovel,a correspondent of the New 
York "World" igauunce arrested and now in the prison of 
Sancti Spiritus. 


I sieaetica. 


Your west oxi t, 


Enclosure:- 


Mr.Secovel to Mr.Lee,February 8.1897. 


~ Ch oye Mls SES 
copy . re 
oarcel of Sancti Spiritu, 
_ Sanbea Clara, Cuba, Feb.8.1897. 
General Lee, » 
Consul General of the U.8.in Cuba. 
Dear General: - | : 

I have had the misfortune to be without a military pass 
and was apprehended and am now. ihn prison for that reason, I 
wished to return to Haba‘he, avi; boarded the train for Tunas at 
the way station of Zag a. ” The Lieutenant of the Guardia Civil 

\ General 
guarding the trai tinea been instructed by Luque to look out 
for an "Ingles" without papers. He saw me and,as 1 unfortu-— 
nately came under that category,he took me into custody and 
later into jail. 1 cabled you Whe same night on arriving at 
Tunas (Peb. 6th.) by permassiagnh Of the very gentlemanly Com- 
mandante of the oars, bab have received no answer. : 

Rafael Madrigal, the U.S. representative hére,has al$o cab- 
led and has do he every thi tg possible for my comfort. He 
shouid receive his tredéntidis 85 soon @6 possible. He is 
a good man. All Speak Well of Hin. 

I have been Well treated Qmi have sin © well ventilated 7 
cell a bed and good food. Who could want morg?---in prison. 

As I don't see just how I have violated Spanish . civil law 
and as my tasé has been handed over to civil jurisdiction,I— 
can't quite "figure out" what crime I have cOmmpitted. 

I made my declaration ‘to’ ‘the "gudge: ‘of the first instance” 
yesterday afternoon and he courtedusly’ immediately pug me “in 
communication" so my rights have so far been respected,i fancy. 

I frankly told. the Judge that I had gone into the field 
without let nor hindrance from any etuthority,in the perfor- 
mance of my legitimate duties as war correspondent,and that I 
I had never comported myself in any other manner. 

I feel sure of your help: ~ Remember me most kindly to 


your family,and believe me, 
Yours respectfully, 


(signed) Sylvester Scovel. 


P.S. oR! acknowledge receipt. (signed) Scovel. _ 


4 
o 


Acknowledging the. yf instructions and circular. 


. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 15.1897. 


Honorable W. W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sirie« 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


peeayeent’s instructions Nos 218 to 245 inclusive, with the 
exception of 245 which has mi been received, also instruc- 
tion No.161 if2 which was received én the lst.instant. 

I have also the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the Department's circular,dated the 22nd.ultimo, the cine 


ments of which will be carried out. 


I an,sSir, 


ie 


Your y= 49> al ser 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 15,1897. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Destruction of American property and interests,as the 
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result of the war going on in this Island. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 15,1697, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
| Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 


I have the honor to call your attention to the well known 
fact that American property and interests are being constantly 
destroyed as the result of the war going on in this Island. 
The Governor General's order requiring a receipt for the pay- 
ment of the last quarter-taxes to his Govermment,or that the 
place taxed should be eraetacn es is productive of most serious 
consequences all over the Islami,and by mail and by personal 
interviews I am almost daily informed of the devastation and 
burning of the buildings on American estates. The owners pro- 


perly claim that not having been allowed to raise crops,money 


to pay taxes has in most instances ,been exhausted, therefore,it 


is impossible for them to comply with the instructions of the 


Governor and Captain General. 


I cm informed that General Pin in Santa Clara province 
was removed because he tolerated the grinding in some parts of 
the provinces,which if generally allowed might have yielded 
funds to pay,taxes. In this connection I enclose you a copy 
of a communication from General Weyler to Mr.Ponvert, Adminis- 
travor General of the “Hormiguero Central Company", also a copy 


of a letter from our Consul at Sagua A8 Grande. 


2 Enclosures :; : | 
No.1. Copy of letter from Gen.Weyler. 


No.2. Do. from Mr.Barker. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No,35). . 


HABANA, Feb.15,1897. 


8 8 eee -~ aos x oo a 


Translation, 
The GENERAL IN CHIBF OF THE ARMY. OF CUBA. PERSO NAT. 


Santa Clara,& Feb.,1897 


To the Administrator of the Hormiguero Central Company. 


Dear Sir: 

I am sorry hot to be able to pene your request to 
leave forces of the regular army in that estate,because the 
measure I hayecaiasaver applies to everybody, and I cannot make 
exceptions with any body,and less.with that estate which has 


enjoyed a large production,due to considerations from General 


Pin,who. should have never given them, and owing to which consi- 


derations vou have been able to grind when others have not. 
I am, etc, 


(Signed) Valeriano Weyler. 
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Sagua la Grame,Cuba Feb.12thi1897 


On the American owned sugar estate,in this district,Span—~ 


v 


ish authorities have driven from. said estate "Natalia" two men 


« 


employed by the owners to care for the property.’ 


§ 


a ‘s @ \ “5 


Om the "Angeli ta", wand also by an American chtszen,Spam 
ish soldiers have not only ordered the men éteaced ti prot ec oo ' 


rected that they remove the roof from the residence in which - 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, yebruary 15,1897. 


Relative to the fate of insurgents captured in hospitals 


on this Island. | 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 15,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C, 
Sir: 

While it is a fact that insurgents captured in hospitals 
on this Island are put to death, and while it is a fact that 
prisoners of war on either side are not $reased as similar 
persons are in modern civilized warfare, ¥ ware not thought it 
necessary to zo into such matters in detail, as the proofs are 
within the reach of those who desire information on that sub- 
ject. : 

I am tempted,however, to lay the following facts before 
‘the Department,in reference to this subject, because it involves 
the uncertain fate of two Americans at the time of the capture 
of the hospital in Pinar del Rio by General Melguizo,in which 
Harry J.Delgado po sent here and died in-a hospitel in this 
city. i am told on excellent authority that General Melzguizo 
stated they were 37 immates of said hospital,of which three 
were sath, gees that he spared the tives of the Americans on 
ancount of his good disposition towards: the United States. I am 
' informed to-day that they were 41 in said hospital, 38 of whom 
were killed and three of them,the Americans,were. to, Atave been 
sent to this city,but I can only find that one ariteed here, 
namely: Delgado. So far all efforts to discover the fate of 


the other two have hot been successful,but I will not relax my 


frorts in the future in that directi aoe 
Ciiorvus in e ure in A Preculone. 


"EB 20 1807 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Supplementary: to 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL... 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 

Since transmitting my despatch 332,0f the 3rd instant,! 
have found in the desk of Vice Consul General Springer your 
instruction 122 of October 9th,1896,with accompanying copy of 
a letter from Mr.W.E.Curtis,Acting Secretary of the Treasury, 
dated Oct.7th, and also an accompanying copy of a letter to 
Hon.John @,Carliste, Secretary of the Treasury,from Mr.J.Thomas 
Scharf, Chinese Inspector cof New York, I have also found your 
instruction 57, of Aug.14,1696, enclosing an unsigned letter from 
New York to Hon.Richard Olney,Secretary of State,stating that 


there was an understanding between the Chinese in New York, and 


{ 


that the U.S.Vice Consul general at Havana was favorable to thp - 


project of visaing certificates to Chinese to enter the United 
States as merchants. Consul General Williams had refused to 
tian oneetiemetaihen 


visg in such cases because he was satisfied they were frauds, 


and that as soon as a change was made in the head of the office 


here things would be all right;and thet further,since ny ar-~ 
rival at Havana the Chinese had commenced to arrive in New 
york again,as they had done before Consul General Williams 
stopped it. | 

In view of all this I was induced to send my said despatch 


332 of the 3rd instent,in reference to the matter. 7 _ 
mae oo 


I am, Sir, your obedie : pore a 
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HABANA, February 16,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Relative to case of SCOVEL. 


Enclosure. 


‘ 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W,Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to transmit herewith.a copy of a tele- 


prom received from Tunas de Zaza, the cable station of Sancti 


iritus,referring to the case of Scovel. <-> 


I am,Sir,your obedient servant,” 3 


a 


Enclosure: Copy of telegram referred to. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.354, 
VY HABANAY February 16,1897. 
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TRANSLATION, 
TELEGRAM. 
TUNAS de ZAZA. 
Recd.Habana,15 Feb.,1897. 
Lee,Consul General, } 
Habana. 
Scovel treated like a king = his cell in jail ample 
and clean = c onsular agent Madrigal providi a Sasi all 


comforts - authorities courteous - preliminary proceedings con- 
cluded - Charges: First: rebellion for travelling in the 


country without & military pass - he attempted no act of rebel- 


lion - Second: possessimg a false cedula - Third: obtaining 
same - Fourth : making use of same. First charge preferred in 
the bando declaring state of war. Preliminary proceedings 
leave Friday for Santa Clara. Scovel will remain here until 
date of tflalbds designated. I will artive at Santa Clard.to- 
morrow to activate matter,and thence by train to Havana. Only 
notes eulogizing the spanish soldier were found on Scovel. I 
forward reports and docunients |, through Madrigal, by stsamer 
leaving to-night. 


forw No. 8. | at. “J | ESS AGE. 
THE biclursgs omnes: 2 fi ¥Y TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


ZORPORATED 


os MESSAGES received for tranémig So Mm Mes $6n on the M Blanks provided by this Company for that purpose, under and subject ta 
%, Pe on the back hgfeof,. wn tiony#have been ag to by the sender of following message. 


Ky RT. President and General Manager. 


= 16 TWOPAMER RI@EN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO GREAT BRITAIN. 


FIVE “NCLO-AMERICAN «n> ONE DIRECT U. S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 
DIRECT CABLE CQMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 
LE: CONNECTION wits CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO 4no CENTRAL 4n>o SOUTH AMERICA. 
_ MESSACES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 


RECEIVED OF FICHS IN AMERICA: | Y) 
All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company ‘and its Connettions. 


OFFICES IN GREAT BRITAIN : 


Liv Rey aot. ne. ¢ Rumford Street. 
‘No. 21 Royal Exchange, E. C. :; Ho. 29 Cordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 
_ No. 109 Fe church Forest, E.cC. __. BRISTOL: ckhall Chambers, —~ ) 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, pebruary 17,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, February 17th, 1897. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


 Washington,D.C. 


With reference to your telegram of the llth January last, 


directing me to inquire and Wily ‘Goupeti tor cases are not pro- 


* ; 


ceeded with,and to previous correspondence on the subject,I now 


beg to report that thé Acting Captain General informs me under 


date of the 15th instant, that he has asked the Commandancy 


Gencral of Marine of thissNaval Station for facts, in connection 
with said cases, 


I ee ee servant,” ~~ 
aw Vee 4; i — 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 17th,1697. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


With reference to your telegram of the 15th January last, 


ve 


directing me insist,in the cases of Prank J.Larrieu and others, 


Seal 


that charges be izmediately communicated to you or men released 2 


I now beg to report that the Acting Captain General informs me 


7 


+ : 


under date of the 13th instant, that the case of Larrieu is now 
pending before the proper civil court of Cardenas. 


I am,S8Sir,your obedient se 


pebruary 17,1897, 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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directing me to imsist,in the cases of Esteban 
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be irmediatel 
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that charges 


ble William W.Ro 
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Venero has been referred to the c 


Deceriber last. 


U. &. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


bruary 17,1897. 


Case of Jose Gonzelez. 


U.6. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, . 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.¢C. 


With reference to the case of Jose Gommalez and others, 
referred to in your telegran of the 15th Jamary last, directing 
me to insist that charges be immediately communicated to you or 
men released,I now beg to report that the Acting Captain Ganer- 


al informs me, under date of the 13th instant, that the question 


Gfrcohpetency between the war and civil jurisdiction in the 


case of Gonzalez,is now pending before the Judge Advocate 


general. 


Consul Genéral 
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pebruary 17,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Confirming telegrams. 


U. §. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 17th,1897, | 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washingten,D.C. 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegrams to 


you: 


) (Peby.10,1897) 
(1) "Order prohibiting exportation leaf tobacco applies 


"to products Pinar and Havana provinces. Undoubtedly bales re- 
"ferred Department cable of eighth are products other provin- 


"ces". 


(Feb.11,1897) 
"Scovel in well ventilated cell,;ood food and bed at 
"Sancti Spiritus, Treaty rights have been respectsed,is in hands 


"civil jurisdiction . Have sent special messenger to report on 


(Pobv.16th, 1397) 

"Scovel'’s cell Sancti Spiritus large clean, is provid- 
"ed with all comforts,more comfortable there than would be here, 
"do not recommend his transfer now. Charged,First:rebellion 
"for travelling in the country without military pass. Second: 
"possessing false pass. Third: obtaining same. Fourth: making 
"use Of same. Preliminary proceedings closed. Date trial not 
"fixed. No papers found on him except notes eulogistic spanish 


"soldier", 
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U. S. CON SULATE GENERAL. 


Boon % HABANA, February 18th,1897. 
B 24 1997 1¥ 7 
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Mr. LEE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case ef JOSE GONZALEZ,imprisoned at Pinar del Rie. 


eae 


24, 1897, 


Consular Bureau: 


ati 
aa 


{ te a 
ae 


' > 
, Rath +e 


ipt of General Lee's Nos. 358 


Acknowledge. rec 
and 360 by subject and referring to his statement contain- 
ed in the latter despatch, that the sine ae Jose Gonzalez 
has been referred to the proper ci¥Si. courts instruct him 
to ascertain charges against the prisoner, management. of 


the case and treatment the prisoner has and is receiving, 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Henmorable William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef state, 


Washingten,D.C. 


With reference te my previous despatch ef yesterday Ne. 


558,relative te the case ef the American citizen JOSE GONZALEZ, 


imprisoned at Pinar del Rie,I beg te repert that the Acting Captain 
General informs me that his case has been referred te the 


preper civil court, | 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


February 20th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE 


. } 
wering instruction No.238 of the lst instant. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, February 20th,1897. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


Replying to your instruction of the first instant, number 


238,in reference to an order »sWhich you enciose, forbidding the 


‘acolo 


grinding of cane,I have the honor to enclose a despatch from 


~~ 


the Consul at Sagua,as well as to return the original order 


from the Military Commandant of Cifuentes. 


a | ; 
eG 


Enclosures as stated. 
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Relative to the prohibition of the Mayor of Sagua to our 


glee sterner 
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1 tncelosure. 


g 
. 
4 i} 

t 

« 

_ 

t 

¥ 

: 

é 
2. 
z. 
= 
oF 

e 

* 
-. | 

a 
BS ee 

. 

P) 

, 

4 

: 

: 

‘ 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, yebruary 20th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C, 
Sir: 


With reference to my telegram of the 9th instant,confirmed 


in my despatch number 558 of the same date,;relative to the pro- 


hibition of the Mayor of: Sagua to allow the Consul there to 


ite er 


telegraph to me,I enclose herewith copy-translation of a com- 
munication received to-day from the Acting Governor General 


in reply to my demand of explanation of the matter. 


I om,Sir,your obedient sexyant, 
ete 


™ to 
: Loc PA WEE 
as ei al 


i Enclosure: Copy referred to. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With meeynne?: eee 


HABAWA, Fob. 20, 1897. 


Translation. 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


As I had the honor to state an my shanihini da ttun: of the 
10th instant I asked the Civil Gover nor of Santa Clara ‘cs re= 
port regarding. the order of the Mayor of Sagua not to allow 
a cypher telegram addressed to you by the Commerc ial Agent of : 
the United States there to Pash, se said dovernor reports that - : 
the said Mayor, erroneously: interpreting the order of this | 
General Governme ht. not to. allow personal eypha¥ ‘telegrams to 
pass without prevoously exhibiting the code, refused to allow 
the said cypher telegram to pass from the Agent referred to. 

In view thereof and in order to avoid the repetition of 
such acts,I have order that the Mayor be severely reprimanted 
and that the Governors and Mayors be hereafter instructed not oe 
to obstruct official telegrams addressed by the U.S. Commercial — : 
Agents or consuls in this Island to their superiors of inferi- 
ors. : 

I am, etc. Habana 18 Sept.,1897. 

(Signed) EL Marques de Ahumada. 


To the Consul Gen.ert the,United States 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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U.$ 
HABANA, 


t. 


Dr ,.RIGARDO RUIZ, at Guarabacoa, 


>imprisonment and death of the American citizen, 


Arrest 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, pebruary 20th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C, 


Sir? ( / g % a . 
‘Confirming my telegrams of the 6th instantygA have the 


honor to report that I visited G@uanmabacoa and personally 


investigated the horrible death of the American déntist 


- RICHARD RUIZ. He was arrested ,wharged with participation in 
stopping and robbing @ prstenger train betweem Recla and Gua- 
mabacoa on the 16th January last,this same charge was brought 
against a large number of other citizens of Guarabacoa, who 

have also been imprisoned, 

It will be remembered that the otreumetance’ referred to 
was a very clerverly executed attack by the insurgent chief 
Aranguren,who captured the #panish officers and soldiers on 
the train,as well as a large sum of money in the possession 
of an army pay master, I doubt very much whether a sirxgle 
citizen of Guanabacoa kmew in aduance of this movement of 
Aranguren, who had probably marched a long distarce before 
reaching th@ train, At any rate there: is yffe ‘overwhe lming 


testimony = Dr.Ruiz yes in his own house ard bed that 

evening wher sDoasrpen ke Said train. He 16 reported to have 
always applied himself strictly to his profession and ome 7 

entangling alliances or connections with the facurgents. Tbsp 


was arrested on the morming of the 4th instant, ebout 9 o'clock, 


takem to jail and thrown im a small cell,whose dimersioaus,I am 


informed, are ; gry eta saber ne rh este rough cistern floor, 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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In that little closed,dark cell,he was kept incomuricado 


(deprived of outside intercourse) 315 hours,and only taken out 
the day before he died and placed in a larger cell,where I 
found his body, 

A post-mortem examination by two Spanish physicians and 


Dr .Burgess,Umited gtates ganitary Inspector here,who I carried 


with me,revealed the fact that there were no external wounds, 


except a contusion om the top of his head,which evidently 


resulted from sdéme blow committed on himself in his deliriun, 


or by some jail official. While the skull was not fractured, 
death was the result of comgestion of the brain,and Dr.purgess 

is of the opinion that the blow on the top of his head was 
sufficient to produce sucn congestion, 

I had his body delivered to hizw family for burial, He. 
leaves a wife and five childrens, ord anntk was undoubtedly due 
to reglect or violencégfhe confinement in this miserable little 
cell,without furniture of any sort,with no place to sleep, ex- 
cept the dirty,rough floor,with nro light ,and nO communication, 
end,as I am informed,not cleaned nor attended to,so that it 
became foul from excremertal alvine discharges,all of which 
naturally had its effects upom his meatal faculties and pro- 
duced delirium, It is said that his cries two or three days 
before his death were heartrending,but no notice Seems to have 
been taken of his condition until some 24 hours before his 
sufferings were terminated by death. A Doctor who ther vi- 

sited him,amd prescribed some palliative,was the last person 
who went near him,althouch he did mot die urtil the next day 
at l p.m. Dr,Ruiz spent five years in Philadelphia,and gra- 


duated at the pennsylvaria College of pentists about 1878,I 


5. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


think, I saw his diploma in his house at Guamabacoa. He is 
represented as being devoted to a profession,which closely 
Claimed his time and work, dod wan regarded aS an honest, upright, 
conscientiodayas well as a skilful demtist.. The evidence 
proves that prior to his arrest he was a man of stron¢ physical 
powers,athlete ard muscular,and had mever been ill in amy way. 
Some idea can be formed of the horrors of his treatmert by the 
fact that his fine,robust manhood could rot survive it, 

It is diffieult to fix a reparation sufficient tec meet 
this case,certainly nothing that can be Satisfactory to his 
widow and fatherless children, I would recommend that I be 
instructed to demand the release of all American prisorners,who 
are suffering and lingering in the prisons and jails here,and 
who have mo reasonable prospect of their cases being taken up 


and decided UpOm,QRE way or the other, by the Spanish courts,or 


if the Governor and Captain General here has not that power, be- 


cause their cases are in the hands of the civil and military 
sourte shat the demand be hen made by the Governmernt of the 


United States upon the proper Spanish wesichar vlad cele at Madrid, 


I am,Sir,your obedient gee TZ oa 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 20th, 1897, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C, 
Sir: | 
I have the honor to report that the military Situation 


here is,for all practical purposes,unchanged,from Pinar del 


Rio on the West, to Santiago de Guba on the East, The Spanish 
troops garrison the cities and towns,while the insurgents 
roam in small bdidegconetatisideer the rural sections, 

There has been, as previously reported,over 200.000 armed 
men in the Spanish ranks,their effective force is probably 
20.000 iess than that number, 


As far as I can ascertain the armed insurgents amount to 


about $5,000 men,approximately distributed as follows: 
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Pinar del Rio province 5500 


Havana province | 5800 
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Matanzas province ~ ee 2400 
Santa Clara province « 6500 
puerto Principe province 9800 
Santiago de Cuba province 6500 


Total 34500 
They aré armed,principally with Rem@agtom rifles and car- 
bines. They also have several thousand magazine rifles and : 
67000 Mauser rifles, | : 
The number of their armed men who have surrendered within 
the past two months is insignificant. I draw the conclusion, 
therefore, that there are more armed mer mustered under the in- 


surgernt banner to-day than they were at the time of my taking 


charge of this office,because arms have been furnished to num- 


bers of armed mes general Weyler, the Governor and Captain | 


Ze 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


General of the Island,is now operating in the eastern district 
of ganta Clara province, The old trocha , Situated in the west -— 
ern part of the province of Puerto principe, runnina from Moron, 
sear the north coast ,to Juéaro on the south coast,a distance 

of about 45 miles,has been greatly. stremgthened by the Spaniardg 
building ‘some 6 or 700 forts aloyg at intervals of a few hun- 
dred yards§ and wise’ atthe . and barbed wire fences Gtcloten 


erected. It is understood that this line of works will be 


a 


permanently garrisoned by 25000 Spanish troops, 
| The plan of the campaign seeme” ‘to be to shut off the 
large mumber of Ueurcenta: ‘in Santiago de, cuba and Puerto sichaaes 


cipe preyances, ahs the remainder of the Island, 


for defensive guerrilla warfare, such as the imsurgerts are pur- 


citing eanentsate with them is to starve, ged while the loss 
of a large battle would meam the loss of their cause, If the - 
prolongation of the war means ultimate success to them, the 


policy pursued of not losing a mam or a cartridgs,at possible, 
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is in my judgement corréed, : os 

I see no reason why I should change former frequently re- 
lod opinions? that the war here with all its extraordinary 
/ and umusual horrors will continue for many tong motuhs t 


j yet, ualess brought to a close by outside interference, The 


| BR gare een 
pedis.” 55 ¢ a ? tar 4 So Sy as ik rw es wet sa 
ae aa ea eee ee ee - oa brag me aye? eee spo ak OR ee 
SS ao a eis rh a og. tg "Th ey ES Mp Na toe ree ae e 
_ P aa lad “2 . = - 


“2 


policy of the United gtates not to allow other mations to put ~ © 
an end to tne struggle here makes it more cbligatory,in my | 
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opinion, +o the government of the yrited States, to take Such 


action, in the interest of peace, prosperity, human Life, commerce 
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and American progress, 
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I am,Sir 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 20.1897. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Confirming telegrams, 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, February 20.1897. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington . 
Sir:- 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegrams: - 


Habana,Feb.17.1897. 
“Assistant Secretary of State,Washimgton. 


¥.J.Cazanas a citizen of the United States arrested 


Sagua,13th.report from Consul forwarded by mail today. Pro- 7 


ceedings a great.outrage similar cases here and elsewhere on 
Tsianac Redrese can be obtained here. 


(signed) Lee" 


Habana, Feb.18.1897., 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 

American dentist Richard Ruiz died yesterday in cell at 
Guanabacoa where he had been kept for 315 hours without com- 
munication. One report, solitary confinement, filthy dark place 
caused loss reason and he killed himself. Ano ther, that he 
was beaten to deaths Original charge against him absolutely 
false. Shall investigate at once and if has been been foul 
work demand fullest reparation. 


(signed) Lee" 


Habana, Feb.18.1897, . 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Yashington. 

Great excitement about paper money. Twenty millions al- 
ready issued,ten millions more ordered. Fallen over thirty 
percent below silver. Proclamation orders it reesived at par 
and to be redeemed at pleasure,but there is no silver it is 


said now to redeem it. Trouble and violence at any time in 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


consequence. (signed) Lee" 


Habana, Feb.16.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington 


Ladies searched on Plant American steamer anchored in 
port,amd twice searched ashore before women employed to do it. Y 
Did not communicate earlier because confirmation wanted. 

sh Instructions as to allowing such proceedingsin future. 
: (Signed) Lee" 
Habana, Teb.18.1897. 

"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 

Revelutionary. Gevernnent officers which have been with 


Insurgent Commander in Chief in,Santa Clara were passed over 


Ve eastern Spanish military line a few days ago into Puerto 


Principe. Insurgent Chief then returned to" : vicinity 

in Sante Clara and is reported to have passed his flank and a 
be marching west. Wo provinces pacified. No peace in sight. 

My confidential report last June correct account today and 


fully verified by intermediate events. (signed) Lee’ 


Habana, Feb.19.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary of State, Vashington. | 
Does the Department hold it is violation treaty rights to 
keep American prisoners over 72 hours without commnigation. 


(signed) Lee. 
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"Assistant secretary State , 
Washington. 
Competent lawyer obtained &isSanta Clara to defend -Sco- 
vel who will remain at sancti Spiritus until trial Santa clara. a 
nate not yet fixed. (Signed) Lee ". 


Se 
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Habana ,Feb.19,1897. 
"Asisstant Secretary State, 
“Washington. 

Personally investigated at Guanabacoa yesterday death 
Ruiz. Imprisoned on the charge of complicity capture train 
between Havana and Guanabacca by the insurgents Jan.16. No 
truth to charge. He had never connection in any way insurrec- 
tion, Was a graduate Pa, school dentistry,Philadelphia. At - 
tended strictly profession,was physically strong, iver sick. 
Placed in small closed cell for 315 hours. No one allowed see 

him. Became deranged, died from neglect or violence. Attended 
autopsy, severe contusion top head,congestion brain,no frac- 

ture skull. All knowledge confined to officials ,very diffi- 
cult to ascertain facts. Suggest demand from Spanih Govt.the 


s 
release of all Americans impricned Cuba . (Signed) Lee". 


Habana, Feb.19,1897. 
"Assistant Secretary State, 
Washington, 
Referring previous despatch, see last sentence article 20 
page 1013 Treati es. Also article 498 Law of (riminal Pro- 
cedure Cuba and Porto Rico. (Signed) Lee". wie 
Habana, Feb.19,1897. 
"Assistant Secretary State, 
Washington. 
Editor EL LIBERAL Madrid just returned from insurgent 
commander in chief. Says he will have nothing to do with re- 


forms and Spain cannot possibly suppress insurrection. Lee" 
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Habana, Feb.19,1897. 
"Assistant secretary State, 


Washington. 
Ruiz an athjete and in peffect health prior arrest. Was : 
thrown into closed call he by 5 feet. Mo opening for light, _ v) 
sat and slept on filthy stone pavement, went maa. (Signed) Lee? 


Habana, Feb.20, 1897. 
Assistant gecretary State, 
Washington, 
Seantia authorities. apologize and repriment wis ie a 


a 
who prohibited Consul Gagua telegraph. (Signed) Lee”. 


Habuna, Feb.20,1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, 
| washi ngton. | 
Charles Scott citizen United States,arrested Regla. Mo 
charge given. Been without communication jail Havana 264 hours 
Cannot stand another Ruiz murder and have demanded his release, a 
How many war vessels Key West or within reach? And will they 
be ordered here at once if necessary to sustain demand .< 
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e Madrid. 1t is understood of c¢ Ps urse if not pardoned 


appeal be stain taken as withdraw leaves original sentence 
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EIVED :t 755 PM. Washington D.C. Feb 24-97. 189 
Feby 24. Assistant Secretary State---Washington. - : 
_Francis Casanas registeredhere already insisted his treaty 


Rane mo 


rights should be respected.Captain General replied two days ago facts 


aD Chie: 600 Caley SOUR ESS Teme, Pr ++. Fepeey SHeNees 
Les ,Consul General. 
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Mrom Havana, February 24, 1897. 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Could not watch Ruiz. case before death because he was 
-incomunicado. There is good evidence was killed in an attempt to 
make him confess connection attack on rail road. 


Lee. 


Biddle. 


ss ‘TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 
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U. S, CONSULATE GENERAL. 


comp 


HABANA, 


Department of 


| i hininhdiestensetnsceuediksiuadideania 


Confirming telegrams. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


yf 
HABANA, February 24.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir:- 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegrams: - 


wy, 8 a 


| O J 

Ne : : Habana, 2°.February,1897. 
"Secretary of State,Washington, 

Rniz registered at this Consulate 2lst.Jamary,18680. 

Naturalized Philadelphia Court Quarter Sessions. Fact regis- 
tration shows he possessed natumalization papers,and possessing 
them was fully entitled to protection of the United States. 
Was arrested and kept incomunicado over 72 hours,as has been 
done always with American citizens and against which I have 
protested again and-again without avail. This person was con- 
fined Guanabacoa,over the harbor 4 miles away. Was only sick 
or out of his mind two days before death. Had no knowledge 
of his condition until after death,or it would have been 
promptly investigated. Repeat he died from neglect or violence 
Blow on top head caused death in Dr.Burgess'opinion,aad wheth- 
er administered by himself when crazy or as now said by jailer. 
Truth known only to officials,but outside testimony strong as 
to main facts,but difficult to obtain at any investigation be- 
cause witnesses afraid to testify. To prevent repetition and 
stop prolonged confinement in cells of Americans without com- 
munication demanded that Scott,already incomunicado 264 hours, 
should be taken out and placed on terms general prisoners, 
which I think will be done. Wanted to know if Government would 
sustain said demand; and am greatly worried the press shovid 
have published it and am investigating to find how knowledge 
obtained. Person who has been Madrid says Spahish authorities 
have key to cypher. Thought it good opportunity to demand re- 
lease of all Americans who have been lonz confined with no 
prospect immediate trial,and so suggested. Scott son native 
Americans. Registered 1871. Release from incomunicado, not 
total release,demanded. (signed) Lee". 


Habana,February 23.1897. 

"Secretary of State, Washington. 

Situation simple. Experience at Guanabacoa made it my 
duty to demand before too late that another American who had 
then been incomunicado 264 hours be released from said incomuni- | 
cado,and did so in courteous terms. If you support it,and va 
Scott is so released the trouble will terminate. If you do 
not I must depart. All others arrested with Scott have been 
put in communication. Why should only American in lot not be? 
Has been incomunicado now 336 hours. (signed) Lee." 


Habana,February 23.1897. 
"Secretary of State, Washington. 
Acting Captain General in polite note says he will have Vv 
Ruiz matter promptly investigated and report. Wife was not 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


allowed to send bed or hanmock but a chair finally admitted. 
she sent for it after death and yesterday found marked on back 
message to her and children. After naming them he says:- 
"Goodby my children of my life. I give you my blessing. Be 
obedient to your mother. They will kill me. If I am teken 

to Habana,tell everything. Goodby,Rita,of my soul! .Have 
chair and have read message. Had not been noticed by anyone. 
Have given nothing to press. Leak somewhere in cypher des- 
patches. Am informed your long despatch was sent to Palace. 
Reached me yesterday morning. signed) Lee." 


/\ K Secrétery of State. Habana, Feb .23.1897. 
\ "Demand complied with. Scott released from incomunicado. 
(signed) Lee." 
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Habana,February 23.1897. 


"Secretary of State, Washing ston. 


ter 14 days confinement in cell 5 feet by Ret ‘ " Veled c Water | 
on bottom cell. Not allowed anything sleep on or chair. Dis- Va 
charges of the body removed once in Your days. Was charged 

with having Cuban poatage stamps in house. Scott says went ale 
ways 12 hours without water: once two days. Was employee Amer- 
ican Gas Company. (signed) Lee." 


Il also acknowledge the receipt of the following: - 


"Lee American Consul General,Habana, Cuba. Pet. af 7/ 

Your despatch of yesterday respecting Scott case follow- 
ing recent despatches respecting Ruiz indicates views and pur- 
poses which-are not understood and require explanation. 

Ruiz was arrested to your knowledge fourth instaht . Died 
seventeenth,it being your duty to protect him before death ase 
afterwards fullyoexplaim what:you did as to charges or as to 
his treatment before death. If he was maltreated why did you 
not interfere and if your interferance not regarded,why did 
you not represent case to the Department? He was a Mative Cu- 
ban naturalized,if at all,many years ago,but is seid to have 
permanently resided in Cuba,and thus to have forfeited any 
right to U.S.protection. Have you ascertained facts on these 
points,if not explain why not and investa&gate and report about 
them without delay. Again respecting Ruiz despatch nineteenth 
states all knowledge confined to officials,very difficult to 
ascertain facts. Why do you assume and claim that he was 
murdered and what other demand is now possible except demam 
for investigation? Will you explain further what you mean by 
suggestion that demand be now made for release of all Ameri- 
cans imprisoned in Cuba? Is it the idea that such demand,which 
must be refused,can\be made the basis for hostile intervention 
or demonstration? A\/In Scott case explain how you know he is 

a citizen of the W.S.,whether by birth or naturalization,when 
and wheve he was¥and under what circumstances,where he has been 
confined,how he has been treated,what you have done in asser- 


tion of his rights,or to secure him proper treatment,and why 

you demanded release only after 264 hours. The United States 
makes demands only when prepared to enforce them,and therefore 

only on assured grounds,and in the complete uncertainty as to 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


the facts, the Suggestion as te war is most surprising. 
(signed) Olney.” 


) Washington, Feb .23.1897. 
"Lee,Consul General,Habana. 

Have yours yesterday. As you knew Ruiz arrested 4th. 
inst.and assumed him entitled to protection as U.S. citizen, 
regret you did not watch case and make sure proper treatment. ' 
Observe utmost vigilance as to like cases in future. You are _ 
wholly mistaken in thinking prisoner necessarily entitled to “1 
U.S.pretection because having vane RS snaturalization papers: ”* | 
Even native born citizen may forfe y tong contimous resi- 
came abroad and evasion of citizenship duties. Much more does 

aturalized gi tigen incur such forfeiture when naturalization 
anei are (reining) end ef citizenship adjurations perma- 
nently in native seanbry. Naturalization papers of course — 
make prima facie case enough to preceed on in first instance, 
but full investigatien should follow. You will therefore in- 
vestigate and report respecting Ruiz as requested in my last 
despatch. American contention is that American prisoners can- 
- mot remain incomunicado more than 72 hours,and you are right 
?\ in always insisting upon it,but it can be enforced against op- 
“peat te Spanish contention only by war and is practically 
thought—not make ap te pre wee conceded by Spain. Every case of 
) ne NS,as you say it will be probably 
conceded in case of Scott, and perhaps would have been in case 
@f fuiz. You now qualify your former despatch as to demand for 
release of all American prisoners,by saying prisoners long 
confined,but demand for release or trial of those taken with 4 
arms in hand and without defence might simply mean for them i 
death or perpetual imprisonment. Relief for American prisoners ~~ {| 
constantly engaged best attention ef the Department,ami would {| 
be much more effective but for demonstrations here,which keep 
Spanish Government -— fiesegyiPeople constantly ir- 
 Yyitated. Same cobsideration should make your course most cir- 
cumspect. That you are greatly worried as you say,I can undéer- 
stand,but your worry must not prevent your keeping cool head 
and strictly limiting your efforts to pretoection of persons 
and interestsentitled to pretection which efferts will be al- 
ways adequately supported. Simple gpentont explanation of léak 
in your office would seem to be t newspaper correspondents 
abuse your courtesy by utilizing interviews for sensational ~ 
espat (signed) ttle 


Washi ngtor, Feb.23.1897. 


"Lee, Consul ‘Generel,Rebana. 
.. Inform Julio Sanguily and his counsel that in order to 


at once given here and in Madrid. 
(signed) Olmey". 


Washington, Feb. 25.1697. 
"American Consul General, Habana. | ® 
Barker despatch relative to Cazanas case just received. v 
Report upon whole case. Pacts as to maturalization and citi- 
esis sae what you have done or are preparing to do. 
| (signed) Rockhill". 


4) 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA 


Washington, FPeb.25.1897. 
"Lee,Consul General ,Habana. 

In Cazanas case you must ascertain and report facts as 
to residence. (signed) Rockhill". 


I also confirm my despatch of today reading:- 
Habana, Peb.25.1:97. 
"Assistant Secretary State, Washington. . 
Casanas resides Sagua since registered here 1872. See 


my cable yesterday. 
(signed) Lee". 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Pebruary 24th,1897. 


Secretary of State. 
FEB 27 1897 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Transmission of papers relative to Dr.RUIZ's case. 


2 Enclosures. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 24th, 1697. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant secretary of State, 
Washington,D.°. 
Sir: 
With reference to the case of Dr.RUIZ I transmit herewith 
copy-translation of papers in connection therewith which ex- 


plain themselves. 


2 Enclosures: 

No.1.Mrs.Ruiz's letter to Consul General. 

No.2.Translation of words written by Dr. Ruiz on a chair with 
his finger nail shortly before his death. 
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Enclosure No. f With Despatch No.SOe ‘Habana,Feb .24,1897. 
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TRANSLATION, 


GUANABACOA, Feb ,.21,1897, 
To the Consul @eneral of the United States, 


Habana, 


I address you,as the reprosettatine of my husband? rights, — 
to inform you that on the ae instant at 9 a.m. the American 
citizen RICARDO RUIZ de UGARRT was taken trom his house, Jesus 
Maria street No.2. »Guanabacoa, by order of she Municipal Mayor 
of this town and of the ‘Judge of Instruction La Rosa, and con-=- 


fined incomunicado (deprived of outside ieteseourses from the 


first moment, in the second cell, right hand. side of the first 
court or yard of the jail of Guanabacoa. He was kept. there 
until his last momontaywhen he was removed to another cell, 
opposite the gg gl age He died without medical attendance, 
having been dit during three: days, during which period he etted 
and begzed. to. see his ahiteien) be also begged that Messrs,Gra- 
tacos and’ Puiggros,witnesses in his case,be brought to him, 

No notice whatever was taken of his petitions,neither was any 
notice taken of his pitiful condition, not even of his death, 
although known to all of them, 

I have been informed that though the food I sent him with 
my servant was said to have been eaten by him,it is not sop 
because owing to the bad smells prevailing in the cell he : 
could not eat and he threw away the food, On the day, previous 
to his death his cell was cleaned,for which purpose Ruiz was 
momentarily taken to another cell and afterwards in the same 
afternoon agai8 thrown into his Former: e021: During the 13 


days that he remained incomani cado | they did not allow me to 


take to him a cot or even a hammock bet only a hard chair on 
the 9th Peer uany 7 Fee the Jail official finally after my re~ 


a) 


peated request@ consented or altoned | me to send, ay husband the 


m Pa “ Pa " B. : a ’ y s 
os. «a a ihe cn ea Pf ak Cs” ak 


ae 
chair,I send to you herewith, , and on which you will see the: i<c33 
Last impressions of a man,in his Fu? mental faculties. 
I used my utmost efforts to have the vege: delivered to me 

for burial,and this was denied, s+ was left on the floor from 

1 p.m, , Wednesday, day and oer. oF’ his. omen ene tt the next. day 

at 7 o'clock a.m,yswhen I was able to send hima coffin and oe 
accessories, The body was then placed under key in the gallery 

of the jail,I went to see the body in person and. took along 

some flowers at half-past twelve, and upon. hhe hair being cut, 
{-ndticed én the top of the head a wound ,and h his left hand 
clenched, and of purple color, aniong the clothes returned to me. : 
there were torn handkerchiefs and hi s\Derby hat torn to pieces. % 
The servant who used ‘to “take along the’ tood went to the jail, 4 
as usual about half-past pom P.M. OR Wednesday, that ‘is to say 
about an hour and & half after he had pa ROS, Ape notwithstanding 

this fact»at the jail they accepted the refreshuent I sent him, 
without saying a word to the servant. ‘yak Setobecd of his i 
death at about 6 p.m. by a neighbor, not. having had previousiy 

the slightest notice Ieuch a sad event having occurred yalthough 


I have ascertained that the Municipal Mayor was asked for » 


medical helapy the Jail officia},who first had applied to the ane 


Judge of Instruction and afterwards to the Civil Judge,in 

both cases without result,because the former stated that he 

had been eliminated from the case,and the latter that ‘he had 

not received yet the procesdings. To-day is Eendey the 21st, 

and my husband's case is not yet in the hands of the. Sivik: : 

cour: : notwithstanding you were informed, Mr. Consul Pao) 4 the Gen uw ~ : ‘4 

eral Government that it had been rel erfed to the. civil-court on & 
Sunday the 14th. © id : 

I inform you of all this in oyder that you may please see. 


that justice is made with respect to the infamy committed a 
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the person of my husband, because he has lacked all the hélp 


or aid necessary for his salvationfhe was not cared forSwas 
not even taken to the | infirmary of the jail,nothing at all,in 


brief, was donefhe was incomunicado in the marrowness of a cell 


of a yard and one-half width ,with short length, hermetically 
closed by a black wooden door,and only a small opénitiig in the 
back of the cell for the purpose of respiration a 

You will see, Consul,how a poor widow and Six unfortunate ; 
children have been left in @m@ indigence. I put them under 
your protection,as they have lost in such a villanously manner 
their father. On Tuesday ,Feb .46,Mr.Juan Qratacos at half-past 
two bum heard a voice crying and calling his name,and tried to , 
approach the cell,but he could not do so,on account of the in- 


communication. Sor 


(Signed) Rita Lezca,widow of Ruiz. 
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g Habana, Feb. 24,1897. | 


Enclosure No. With pespatch No. > 
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Wranslation of the words found on the chair which Mrs, 
Ruiz sent to her husband on the 9th Feb.,as stated in the hee: 
letter{enclosure No.1), These words appear to have been written 


by Dr.Ruiz shortly before his death,with a finger nail. 


é ; 


"Gloria, Nena, Evangelina, Ricardito and Rene,good-bye my 
children,I am taken away,you will be killed if I am taken to 
Havama,! bless you all,good=bye Ritilla,my love,be obedient 


with your mother", 


U. §. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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Secretary of State, 
FEB 27 1897 


ie 
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Relative to the arrest,imprisomment and death im a cell,at 
the Guamabacoa jail,of the American citizen Dr.RICARDO RUIZ, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, yébdfuary 24th,1897. 


Honorable Richard Olmey, 
: Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 


¥ 


In confirming receipt of your lomg cypher cablegram of the 
21st instant,I want to say I do not understa&d why you should 
call my attention to” my duty to protect Dr RUIZ before death , 


as well as aferwards! You forget that he was"incomunicado" , 
and in that owndit ion no ome was allowed tO see him or conm- 
municate with him.*-I have tried to do so frequently im other 
cases,and representatives sent from this Consulate have been 
refused also. During that "living death" cont Lnemen’ the abet? 
soner is excluded from the "World and ali that there if if 4g 

You say Dr.RUIZ has "forfedted any right to United States 
protection, because he was naturalized,if at all,many years ago"s 
And you inquire if I had ascertained facts on these points, «= 
when I had reported his arrest as that of an American citizen, 
and his death and other facts,because he was,as stated,regis- 
tered in this Comsulate as an American. 

As I understand,my duty is to see that all rights and pri- 
vileges which are guaranteed by the laws and treaties should 
apply equally to naturalized,as wel! as native citizens. If 
citizens naturalized many years ago have forfeited United 

States protection,as you claim,we have been throwing away much 
valuable time in the consideration of the majority of cases 
that have arisen on this Island. 

It seems I did not make it plain when I said that all 
knowledge of RUIZ's death was confined to officials. I meant 


2. 


U. & CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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that the exact manner of his death would probably mever be de- 
termined} but there is strong testimony derived from his rela- 
tives;friends and other gentlemen,who live in Guanabacoa ythat 
he was murdered, and to-day I hear,as coming from a Spanish | 
Priest, that he was killed by blows on the head in an attempt to 
make him confess that he knew something about ‘the recent attack 
on the Habama and Guanabacoa Rail-road. | 

In the investigation the Spanish authorities propose to 
hold,not one of these witmences will ‘dare to appear and this 
report will embrace only iui testimony as they direct to ap- 
pear. 

Again, my suggestion that the demand for release of all | 
American prisoners would be timely,was made because their long 
confinement, ri thout trial,was gradually killing them in this 
hot, sickly climate,even as RUIZ was killed by other methods. 

The fact of Scott's arrest was duly reported. He was 

placed "incomunitado", ard a representative of -:this Conuehate 
was twice refused permissiog to see him. — After viewing RUIZ's 
dead body, and hearing the cries of. his people,! deternined to 
demand that Scott, who had then been “incomunicado” 264 hours, or 
up to his release 14 days, should not suffer any longer,if I 
could help it, and I believe I succeeded in getting him out, 
“just in - time to prevent the record of another ‘American oan 
in a Spanish cell, 


I am, Sir, your obed y A 
A. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 24,1897. 


Honorable Williem W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of state, 


Washington,D.c. 
Sir: 


I call your attention to the case of Mr.JUAN PRANCISCO 


- 


STEEGERS,borm in Havana in 1856,he went to the United States 
in 1860 and returned in 1878,while at Key West in 1878 applied 
for and received naturalization papers; but at that t 


appears he was only 16 years of age,and, therefore, 


are invalid,but as he remained 


plication,which made him 28 years of age,he could have applied 


for the proper papers I write to ask if the mistake which he 


unknowingly made in his application for maturalization can be 


, 
4 


corrected at this date,so that he be properly emrolled in this 


Consulate general. ny 


I am,Sir,your obedig fret 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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Brom Havana, February 25, 1897. 


Secretary of State, 


ie 


“i 


Washington, 
Ruiz in good professional. position, supported family 
thereby, wife five children, eldest thirteen,youngest three, de- 
.prived support. Treaty rights violated. Cannot demand be made 


for indemnity? 


* 


pur Ko. CABLE MESSAGE. , 
|THE WESTERN UNION — TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED 
All CABLE MESSAGES received for transmission must -be written on the 


M é Blanks provided by this Com for — under and sub ta 
he conditions printed thenpon, and on the back hereof, which conditions have been sareed toh by the Sender of Tolicnring tones age —,, ject 


THOS. T. ECKERT. President and General Manager. 


Two AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO GREAT BRITAIN. 
PONNECTS aso witH FIVE ANCLO-AMERICAN 4no ONE DIRECT U.S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 


DIRECT. CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY.AND FRAKCE. 
PABLE CONNECTION wits CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO anc CENTRAL Axo SOUTH AMERICA. 
MESSACES SENT TO, AR "At : 


CD RECEIVED "FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
AC) OFFICES IN AMBRICA: 


) \ Ail Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connections. 


elon OFFICES IN GREAT BRITAIN: 


‘LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 


| ‘No. 21 Royal Exchange, E. C. CLASCOW: WNo. 29 Cordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 
A No. 109 Fenchurch Street, E.C. BRISTOL: Backhall Chambers. 


NUMBER SENT BY REC'D BY No, OF WORDS. 


~~ 


— ae 


FROM 


bo by fy sGovt; HAYAtA _22;Feby 25~- 
RECEIVED at 


Assistant Secretary State, WASHINGTON. 


“Wasanas resides Sagua sinéé registration here 1872 see my cabie — 


yesterday. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February 26€h,1897. 


i 


MR .LEE 
to the | 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 


Relative to the case of RICARDO RUIZ. 


2 Enclosures, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Pebruary 25th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Reckhill, 


He See AOS MEALTIME RS PORES GMP: ITT A PP TENE IE 


Assistant secretary ef State, 


Washington,D.C. 


With reference to my previous despatch No.368 of the 
24th instant relative to the case of Dr.RICARDO RUIZ,I enclose 
copy-transiation of communication from Acting Gevernor General, 


in connection therewith, which does net conform hf [gad with the 


statements which have been made to me by many persons who,in 


my opinion,are worthy of belief. You will netice that the 
Acting Governer general states that I was or at the autop= 
sy, with bp arnt ei such statement ena on to imply that 
we both agreed to the report of the rye physicians, which 


we have not seen; as a matter of fact,while being in and out of. 


the building where the post-mortem examination was being held. 


I never went into the room, where it was -“mucted,and I would 


not have known anything about it,if I had. 


# 


I also enclose you a statement from Dr.purgess,which speak’ 


-fer itself. 


oe 


I am,Sir,your obedient saat an 


ee : 


2 Enclosures: , 


Enclosure No. / ne 
© ¥ 
With Despatch, No. 7 


H A B A NA’, Fevruery a é 1897. : 


TRANSLATION, : 
ARMY OF THE ¥sraw O¥ CUBA. CAPTAINCY GENERAL. STAFF, 


From the proceedings initiated yesterday at Guanabacoa in 
consequence of the facts denounced by you in connection with 
the death, of the Inoricen ¢4 tizen RICARDO RUIZ, 1%. results: 

That on the 4th instant the said Ricardo Ruiz was arrested 
pecaise he was complicated. in the cause which is being Anstruct — 
ed on account of the assault. by the riba on a passenger : eo 
train on the night of the 16th Jamary last; on the same day, ‘ 
4th instant, a declaration was obtained from him, in which he 
did not allege his American oitizenship,ani oe 4 consequence of. 
your communication of the 5th instant I claimed the cause, ‘and 
after the necessary legal proceedings I decreed on the 14th ‘~e 
inhibition in favor of the ordinary jurisdiction , in compliance 
with the protocol of the 12th Saprarys 107% * Ruiz Was | ines En il 
nicado upon my claiming the cause, and he had to continue in the k 
same i ater (incomunicado) | because the Dode of Military Juse ee 


tice does not. fix a period for ‘the i ncormunioation, and while 
the compe te ney Was no t pivedi vee the Judge of Instruction could 
, not take any determination whatever, | 
The appartment or room in which the prisoner was placed ‘ a 
is of a rectangular base,has 2 metres and 50. contime hres width, : “4 
its length is 5'85,and its height 5'90,with a woudég doo? ars 
and iron grating,amd a window on said door. measuring Fi mete F a 
and 10 centimetres of base and 0°45 height, the floor nas Le a ae 
signs of dampness. and the walls whitewashed up to one metre "S 
high} from, his entrance the prisoner had a large chair, which he 
could use as avbec with its matress Ahegte, blanket and pillows: 
That on the 15th a blow was heard. in the roo; the je 
keeper appeared. and fou hd. Rud very excited -and with sign Ss oa : 24 
-@ blow in the head, for 1 wich, reason he. called a physi. : an) 0. ie 


a 
afforded higgnedical aid,and in order tonprevent Ruiz from 
again attempting against his life he was trasnferred to another é 
room in better conditions,and where he could be watched betters 
on the 17th the person who was in charge of taking to him (Ruiz. | 
his medicines, fourm him in the attitude of butting against. the 
bars of the door with his head,and he was prevented from hit- 


bing himseir, shortly afterwards he died from congestion.of: the ~ 


brain, 
That “p was hiemhed with more care than the other PFA Oi: 
orm, G4 LORAINE 80 his room as $00n as he called or complai ned; : 
his Prigen., was cleaned | daily, © | To ig SM | 
That the physicians who sarterdak the autopsy on his body, : 
by order of the Court of Instruction, an act which was witnessed — 
by yourself and Dr. Burgess, declare. that Ricardo Ruis died from 
congestion of the Brain gath., ei congestion the erosion on. 
the head had no connection, and that said erosion being super- “3 
ficial it was not sufficient ‘to cause by’ ttself the congestion. — 
And, therefore, deducing from the above stated that the . 
erosion which appeared on. the head was produced by. the sane - ie 4 
Ruiz and that accordingly there is no responsibility to demand, 
in ao nformi ty withtudge ef Instruction and the Advocate Gon- 
eral, I have deemed octe proceedings as terminated, informing you : 
thereof as I promised in my comminication of the 22nd instant. "7 
God guard you many years. 
Habann,24 pebruary, 1897. 
(Signed) El Maries de Ahumada, 
hetteral 2nd in command and in Giaraa: 


To the Consul General of the United States. 
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HABA b A P February 26,1897. 


; HABANA, February 25th,1697. 
Fitzhugh Lee,Esq., 
U,S.Consul General, 
Habana. 

Sir: 

Having accompanied beutad Guahahanna, on the. 18th tnstans, 
1 was present,as you know, and took part in the post-mortem 
examination held on the body..of Dr sRICARDO RUIZ,who died in a4 
cell in the jail at that place on the 17th instant. At your 
request I have the honor to report, vhab, a full investigation 
of his death and the causes which: led to. it was made hy the 
two attending Spanish ‘physicians and iy self. Ze: have not re- 
ceived any copy of their report of the autopsy, but so far as. oa 
I am concerned will say that there seems to be sider Bu Sto a 

om the head 

lence on his body. or Limb but there was & severe contusion, of e 
elmost an inch and one half vy a half inch wide. Dr. RUIZ died. 


of congestion of the brain, and while said contusion was pro- 


duced by a blow or blows,and while the skull was not fractured, _ 


yet,in my opinion,it was produced by. a blow or blows which 

while not fraturing the skull were of sufficient severity to. 

cause congestion, There was considerable blood ooxiiig fro the, 
mouth which might nave beet” the ‘result ‘ot advancing decomposi- 


tion, 


I an, Sir, your obedient Servant, 


(Signed) B.M Burgess, 
U.S Genitary Inspector at this Port, 


Oe BLE GP 4 Seed, 2 


Department of State. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GE 


ay February 25.1897. 
Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 
Sirt- 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegram: ~ 


Habana, Feb.24.1897. 
"Secretary of State, Washington, 


Could not watch Ruiz case before death because he was 
"incomunicado". There is good evidence he was killed in an 


attempt to make him confess connection attack on railroad. 


(signed) Lee". 


I am,Sir, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, yobruary 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Cuse of the American citizen CHARLES 
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U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, February a7th,l897. 


Heneorable Williem W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washincten,D,¢, 
sir: 
With reference te the case of Che American citizen Charles 
Scott,arrested at Regla en the 9th instant,I have the hener te 
repert that the Acting Geverner General inferme me under date 


of the 24th instant that his incommunication has been raised, 


and that his case has been referred te the civil 


junisdrotieon. 
“ es Aggie — 


I an, Sir ;your tt a 7 VA 


U. S, CONSULATE GENERAL. 


| one *% 
HABANA, gepruary 27%h,189%. 


te the 


Department ef State. 


Return frem leave ef Mr Springer, Consular Clerk and 


Vice Censul Generel, 


ar 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, # £February—27%th,1897. 


Hen: William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant secretary ef State. 
Washingten. D.C. 


Sir: 


I have the hener to infern she Department ef the return 
fren ‘ices ef absence en the 25th instant and resumptioans fef 
his duties,ef Mr.Jesaeph fiber nes y 1.8. dereuian Clerk and 
Vice Consul General at this effice. 


I am, Sir, 


General. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, February 27.1897. 


Henorable W. W. Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washingten, 
Sirs= 


I acknewledge the receipt ef the fellewing telegrams: - 


Washi ng ten, Peb.25.1397. - 


"Lee,Censul General General,Habana. 
In Casanhas case yeu must ascertain and repert facts as 


$09 residence. : (signed) Reckhill.® 


Washingten, Feb.26.1897. 
"Lee,Ceonsul General,Habana. ~~ A 


Cable cepy entry in yeur registratien beek cencerning Prancis 


Casanas. Give number of his passpert. (signed) Reckhill.*® 


Washi ngten, Feb.26.1897. 
Lee Censul General,Habana. 
Yeurs Ruiz letter ef 20th.recoived. Nething in it respecting 
Ruiz® U.S.citizgenship. Cable copy ef any hacere er registra- 
tienon the subject in yeur effice,alse any facts relative there 
te. (nizned) Olney." ae 

I alse confirm the fellewing ReLegr ens *~ 
es Habana, Feb 36. 1897 ; 

"Assistant Secretary of State, Washingten., 


Casanas resides Sagua since registration here See 


my cable yesterday. (signed) Lee." 


Habana, Feb.26. 1897. 
"Secretary ef State, Washingten, 
Repert received frem Ahumada,in chargesS8ays, briefly,pre- 


ceedings cennectien death American citizen Ricarde Ruiz are 


i | 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


terminated: that Cede Military Justice dees net fix peried fer 
incemnmunicatien: that reem prisener was cenfined was 8 and 
1/43 feet by 20 feet and height 20 feet: had weeden deci vith 
iren grating,and a windew en said doer measuring 4 feet by as 
that physicians whe perfermed autepsy, which was witnessed by 
myself and Dr.Burgess,declared Ruiz died cengestisn eS 
vnichycentusien had ne connection: that he wat treated with 
mere care than ether priseners. Attendants went to him as 
seon as called and prisen cleaned daily,ali ef which is net. 
in accerdance with Leutineme have. Reem referred to was 
ene prebably he was meved just previeus or arter death. 
Burgess signed no such certificate ef autepsy,but says ina 
written certificate centusieon came frem blews and death frem 
contusion. I was in building but net in eperating reem. 


Repert ef Spanish autherities and Burgess' certificate mailed 


temerrew. (signed) Lee." 


Habana, Feb.26.1897. 
Secretary ef State, Washingten. 
First sentence despatch 22nd. gives infermatien asked fer 
in yeurs ef teday. Ruiz naturalized Ceurt Cemmen Pleas, No.5 


Le 
County Philadelphia,held at Philadelphia 2ist.January, 1880. 


| Ye ley 


l have we 


ca 


on taxed Gur 
P aber seal gef fgrdh. Ruiz 
did net ge te the U.S.after arriving here in 1880p always 


had such intentiens a.nd fermed his plang fer that purpese, and 
se entered them in a beek,requesting that in case ef death ne 
Sleuld be vburkied in Greenweed@ Cemetary, Breoeklyn, where he has a 
member ef his family buried. Ruiz cedula issued by the Mayer 
of G@uenabacea, renewed yeayly,recegnizes and admits his American 


citizenship. Since 1861 it has net been necessary te present 


cedulas te this Censulate te renew. Cedula has been subscribed 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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ani attached te preceedings fer burial. (signed) Lee." 


Habana, Feb.27.1897. 
"Assistant Secretary Of State,Washingten,. 
Casanas resided en plantatien in Santa Clara prevince 
until May last,since then resided in Sagua. Ownes preperty 
in New Yerk, | (signed) Lee." 


I am,Sir, eg 


| // 
Your ebodiene hemes 
ve AS] . 


5 


onsul/General. 


